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Detective Played Major Role In Famous Gilligan Murders

Rowe H. Wheeler Recalls Exhuming Of Body From Cheshire Ceme-
tery And Eventual Arrest and Conviction of Barkhamsted Woman

By THE YANKEE PEDLAR

Rowe H. Wheeler, an old friend
of the Pedlar's and the smartest
sleuth in Connecticut, dropped in
the other day to renew acquaint-
ances. Mr. Wheeler has been chas-
ing crooks (and catching them)
since 1908 when he was appointed
to the old State Police force.

Editor-in-Chief E. Robert Stev-
enson began swapping reminis-
censes and he mentioned the f{a-
mous Barkhamsted murders in
which Aimie Archie Gllligan wus
sentenced ‘o life imprisonment.

I remember the case very well,’’
said Mr. Wheeler, speaking in
the carefully measured tones of
his calculating Yankee drawl.
‘‘One of the first bodies we ex-
humed was in the old cemetery
in Cheshire . . ."” and thereby
hangs a tale. Mr. Stevenson had
done something few people ever
do with any degree of success.
He got Windham County's ace
detective to talk.

It was a cold, dark night in
November back in 1814, when
Mr. Wheeler, accompanied by State
Policeman Robert A. Hurley and
Dr. Wolfe, the famous toxicologist,
slipped into the Cheshire burial
ground and began to remove the
earth from a grave that had
been covered-in many months be-
fore. It was the final resting
place of an elderly man who had
died at the Gilligan home for
the aged. The two state troqpers
had strong suspicions that the
number of inmates that had passed
on at the institution had had their
deaths hastened. A curious news-
paperman had supplied the first
inkiing that all was not well, Mr.
Wheeler recalled.

After hours of arduous digging.
the investigators finally reached
the pough box, Taking it from
the grave, they carried it to the
sexton's tool shed and set it up
on saw horses. Flickering beams
from a kerosene lantern furnished
the only light on the eerie set-
ting.

‘Il never forget it," said Mr.
Wheeler calmly.

‘“As I opened the coffin lid, . Dr.

ROWE H. WHEELER
Wolfe took one ook at the corpse

and snapped: 'Arsenic.

The victim was so well pre-
served from the effects of the
drug that the troopers at first
wefe led fto believe they had
opencd the wrong grave. Dr. Wolfe
performed an autopsy, removing
the dead man's vital organe, all
of which contained evidence of
the lethal drug.

Mrs. Gilligan Highly
Esteemed In Communlty

Mrs. Gilligan was a highly es-
teemed citizen of her community
She was honored for her kindness
to old people and the generous
charities to which she subscribed

Building a case against her was
a difficult matter. There had to
be a strong fabric of evidence
woven and getting to it was not
easy. When the detectives were
satisfied that the well-to-do res-
idents of the Gilligan home, who
had entrusted themselves in their
declining years to this scheming
woman, had been made victims of
her plotting or were about to be.
the police had to move cautiously.
An important link was forged,
when they found one old man

whose constitution didn’'t react to
the poison - slugged dosages as
promptly as the administrator ex-
pected. Detective Wheeler got =&
chance to talk with him. ‘‘what
do you drink?’ he asked.

The Egg Nogs Made
Him ‘‘Feel Funny'’

“*Egg nogs!'' the old timer an-
swered.

‘“Have they tasted different,
lately?’” the detective pressed.

‘‘Yes, by gosh, they do—they
make me feel funny."" Wheeler
was astonished. The man had con-
sumed enough poison to Kkill a
dozen ordinary beings.

That was enough, One of the
potions was analysed in some un-
explainable manner known only
to shrewd policemen, but in any
event it gave Wheeler and Hurley
the information they needed to
obtain a warrant for the kindly
old lady's arrest. ‘It was one of
the most difficult tasks I ever per-
formed in my 40 years in the
police business,”” Mr. Wheeler re-
marked.

Several other bodies were ex-
humed and examined for evidence
of the killing doses. It was found
In nearly every case. When the
State Police tied in the appropria-
tion of funds from the bank books
of one of the inmates, the state
had its case. Mrs. Gilligan won a
second trial and it was midway
in this hearing that she broke
down, changed her plea and was
sentenced for second degree mur-
der.

Editor Stevenson recalled a lot
cf other famous crimina! inves-
igations in the days when the
only equipment a state trooper
had was a railroad pass and a
horse and buggy. By a strange
coincidence. Mr. Wheeler had.been
in one or most of them,

---Wwaterbury Sunday American
Y. 5, W#e subscribe fully to
this tribute to Howe Wheeler.
he do want to make one correc-
tion as to the Gilligan case
originating in Barkharsted.
It hoppened in Windsor, ‘lart-
ford County. - --Vox-Cop
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Screen Queen Crowned

e s With State Police Hat

Screen star Esther Wil-
liams became queen for the
day on her first visit to
Hartford, but the memento
of the occasion to be car-
ried back to Hollywood is
not the usual key or a
parchment scroll.

It is the blue-ribponed grey felt
hat of the Connecticut State Po-
lice, the gift of Commissioner
Edward J. Hickey and the depart-
ment.

The unusual crowning of the
MGM beauty came about this
way: The snappy uniforms of the
State Police were the first things
to meet her eyes as she crossed
over the state line en route to
Hartford from Worcester Friday
morning. Her greeters were the
police detail’ waiting to escort her
car.

* * E ]

MISS WILLIAMS commented
admiringly on the uniforms, in-
cluding the hats—especially the
hats.

In Vernon, where the movie
actress stopped briefly at an
antique shop, the subject of the
hat$ again came into the con-
versation.

“Do you really want one of these
gats?” asked Officer Alfred Kim-

all.

Miss Williams quickly took up
the officer’s inquiry with: “Why
that would be wonderful!”

* * * .
SHORTLY AFTER her arrival

in the city, while Miss Williams
was being greeted at Hartford
Club by a group of notables,
among them Mayor Allen and
Mrs. Allen, Officer Kimball strode
into the room bearing a State Po-
lice hat for the visiting movie
star.

He had reported Miss Williams’
tribute to Commissioner Hickey,
who promptly saw a fitting way
to crown a queen. The department
also sent Miss Williams a pair of
gold-plated lapetl butipons_ in the
;g;rge&fmi{gheﬁgse %ﬁf;n:?smhr;ﬁ; NEW LOOK for screen star Esther Williams as she receives a
earrings made of them. And that | State Police hat. Officer Alfred Kimball here tries the hat on

she will, she declared. Miss Williams for size.
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AN ARMISTICE?

If we,

1 alEneE
Rank upon rank, in every city square,
And see their wounds, their anguish as

today, should see them standing

they died,

Where would we go, where could we turn
to hide?

If we, today, should meet the men who
sailed

Through death-strewn
that they had failed

If by their death they made the people
WiEE

seas, nor thought

Could we explain to these, who died at
sea?

If we, today, should meet the men who
fell

In heavy mud, or cindered in the hell

A tank can be, for peace no price can
be

Could we endure their eyes if they stood
JOEIE %

If we, today, could meet the men who
knew

Death rode beside them every hour they
flew,

Yet thought the
they must pay
For our integrity, what could we say?

price was cheap that

For we are faithless
trust.

Their gift
dust,

How many children cry, today, for bread?

Where, now, your dream, brave legion of
the dead?

guardians of thzir

to us lies broken in the

EVEN AS DON QUIXOTE

New York -- Two young Connecticut
knights went to the rescue of a damsel
they thought was in distress on Armi-
stice Day and their chivalrous impulses
led to their arrest by the New York Po-
iSitcles

The young men, who identified them-
selves as Edward P. Healy, 21, of Water-
bury, William Streaman, 21, of Bethel,
with Theodore Harrison, 21, of Phillips-
bury, N.J., were in the lcbby of the
King ZXEdward Hotel at 120 West 40th St.
when a young woman being escorted by
two Dbrawny gents cried out, "I'm being
robbed!"

The young trio rushed to the woman's
aid, engaging in a loud altercation
with the brawny pair, who ended the ar-
gument by drawing their guns and arrest-
ing the chivalrous knights on charges of
disorderly conduct.

Healy, Streaman and Harrison learned
to their mortification that they had
fallen for an old, old dodge. The young
woman, Anna Poletti, 18, was being ar-
rested for violation of- parcle when she
tried to outwit the two detectives who
had her in custody by shrieking she was
being robbed.

Next morning the good magistrate
recognized the chivalry of the three
Nutmeggers and rendered the expected
verdict--judgement suspended.

CHIEF DEFINES 12 KINDS OF DRUNKS
OMITS ONE WHO PESTERS NEWSPAPERS

Hawthorne, N.J.,--(AP)--Police Chief
Ryan Vandervalk told members of the
Men's Club of the St. Clement's Episco-
pal Church that there are 12 different

kinds of drunks that police have to
handle.
They are:

1. The leaning drunk: Wants to lean
on something or scmebody.

2. The singing drunk:
a nuisance.

3. The crying drunk: Always wants
to weep on some convenient shoulder.

4, The running drunk: Half runs and

half staggers as he goes.

Harmless, but

5. The fighting drunk: Gets nasty
after a few drinks and wants to fight
everyone.

6. The wife-beating drunk: Always

wants to fight with his wife.
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7. The charitable drunk: Gives away

money or anything else he has with him,
The religious drunk: Heads for

the nearest church and goes to sleep.

Q. The suspicious drunk: Always sus-
piciocus of someone.

10. The talking drunk:
to meke a speech.

Always wants

11. The important drunk: TFeels im-
portant and knows all the important
people.

12, The lovirg drunk: Wants to hug

and kiss every woman he meets.

POLICE FIND MISSING BAG OF TEETH TOPPING
LIST OF BIZARRE RECOVERIES

Middletown, Conn. ~--- The Police De-
partment's lost and found section has
had many bizarre requests for help but
one turned up recently that had police
chuckling a bit.

One very anxious employee of & den-
tal firm walked into the station and
asked Sergeant Edward J, Dooley for help

in finding a bag of false teeth. That's
right, not just a set of false teeth,
but a whole bag of them.

The man who lost them was really
sweating. He could see the luckless

owners of the teeth 1living cn soup for
many weeks while their dentists worked
overtime to fit new teeth for them. He
also could see his bhoss as well as the
dentists frothing at the mouth over the
loss.

Police in their lost and found work
have discovered that strangely enough
the lost article usually is just where
the worried owner Ileft it and not where
he thought he left it. This was the
case with the teeth,. The employee
thought that he left the bag in a mar-
ket here while he was making a purchase.
The truth was that he 1left it on the
running board of his car when he parked
it on VFerry Street. Police retracing
his route discovered the bag of teeth
right where he had accidently left it.
It had fallen off the car into the
road. He was a much happier dental
employee when he left for Hartford. He

had been making the rounds of local den-
tists, picking up work to be done in the
dental laboratory, when he lost the bag
of "choppers."

Almest as strange were two other re-
quests for help received by police. One
woman lost a pocketbook conteining a
large sum of money and valuable papers.
A stranger in the city, she had no idea
where she lost it except she thought it
was on a bus. She could not remember
what bus or where it was going but po-
lice working from the peint where she
bearded the bus soon found the pocket-
book on the bus right where she had mis-
laid it.

The police had another call for a
mislaid pocketbook. The woman had gone
to a veterinarian to bring home a pet
cat that had been under trestment. She
got the cat home all right but found her
pocketbook missing. Retracing her route
to the animal hospital she could not
find it. Police were called in and went
back over her route with no luck,

They returned to the woman's home and
were about to look there when the sharp
eye of the policeman found the missing
purse. The woman in putting the cat in
the car had laid her purse on the fender
of the car and evidently forgot about
it. The officer found it wedged in be-
tween the fog 1light and the front bump-
er of the car.--Hartford Courant

HARVARD ASSOCIATES IN POLICE
SCIENCE ELECT OFFICERS

The first Convention of the Harvard
Associates in Police Science was held
at Harvard University in Boston Satur-
day October 25. Det. Sgt. William Men-
ser CSP was elected president; Capt.
Harry Guill Rhode Island State Pelice,
Vice-President; Capt. Frances Lee, New
Hampshire State Police, Secretary and
Treasurer and Inspector Michael Cullin-

ane, Massachusetts State Police, Ser-
geant at Arms.
Lieut. Albert Rivers of the CSP was

appointed to the Board of Directors.
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Please, Off

icer, Call Me

a Copette!

LADIES OF LAW—Looks like a group of housewives or members of o tea club. They are full-
tleged officers, members of the Connecticut State Police Department.

By JAMES HARRINGTON

Twelve Connecticut women nave invaded an occupation
that for many years was regarded a job for men only., So

quietly and successfully was
five short years they are estab-
lisned as a part of one of the
state’s most important organiza-
tions.

The 12 are members of the Con-
necticut State Police Department,
fullfledged policewomen, with all
the powers and capable of per-
forming most of the duties of the
.male members of the department.
In addition they are given addi-
tional assignments in which only
a woman's compiecte understand-
ing could bring about desired
results.

The policewomen are maost ver-
saiile, as completely at home at
social functions as they are in the
ficld. working side by side with the
men of the department in at-
tempting to solve intricate cases.

the invasion made that after

FIVE OF THE 12 were former
teachers, four were nurses, one was
a social worker, one a school libra-
ran and one a former stenogra-

pher. Mrs. Evelyn J. Briggs and
Mrs. Kathryn B. Haggerty, ap-
pointed Nov. 1. 1942, were the

original policewomen of the de-
partment. Mrs. Brizgs, who had
been a social worker in Middlesex
County. works out of headquar-
ters, and Mrs. Haggerty. a former
registered nurse, is assigned to,
Groton Station.

The first appointment of women
in the state police department fol-
lowed enactment by the Legisla-
ture 1 1941, Subsequently other
amendments provided for the.ap-
pointment of additional police-

women,

Those appointed included: Mrs.
Mary H. Daily, registered nurse,
Feb., 1944, assigned to Bethany,
Mrs. Ruth W, Amann, Feb.. 1945,
former stenographer at headquar-
ters with prior experience in a
physician’s office, Westport; Mrs.
Harriet Howland Simmons, schoo!
librarian. Feb., 1945, Westbrook:
Mrs. Susan J. Kenyon, school
teacher specializing in recreational
work. March, 1944. Danielson:
Mrs. Margaret E. Jacobson, teach-
er. Feb., 1945, Stafford Springs.
Miss Mary E. Doyle, Oct., 1948
nurse with army experience, Ca-
naan; Miss Theresa M. Petrini.
teacher., Nov.. 1946, Ridgefield:
Miss Lucy Boland. Jan., 1947,
nurse with naval experience, Gro-
ton; Mrs. Lois F. Miller, teacher,
Feb., 1945, Colchester: Mrs. Doro-
thy T. Scoville, teacher, Feb., 1944,
headquarters.

THEIR DUTIES include the in-
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vestigation of crimes involving
women or minors; to investigate
complaints and reports of suspect-
ed illegal acts in which women or
minors are concerned.

They are also required to inves-
tigate public places and recrea-
tional facilities for the purpase of
protecting the morals of women
and minors; cooperate with courts
and other. public and private agen-
cies and interested groups to pro-
mote wholesome conditions in the
community for girls and women,
investigate cases of juvenile delin-
quency: supervise offenders on
parole; look for and take into cus-
tody delinquent or neglected chil-
dren and maintain records and
make reports.

The minimum qualifications of
state policewomen require a knowl-
edge of modern practices in inves-
tigation and prevention of crime
and the apprehension and proper
treatment of women offenders and
minors; knowledze of the prob-
lems and attitudes of women, abil-
ity to win their confidence and
ability to prepare comprehensive
reports. Before appointment they
must have had not less than five
vears employment in probation,
parole, penological. social. group
or in law enforcement work, or as
a nurse, teacher or investigator:
or graduation from coilege and
one yealr's experience as stated:
or an equivalent combination of
experience and training.

L -« *

CANDIDATES MUST HAVE
reached their 25th but not their
41st birthday: not less than 5 feet
3 inches nor more than 5 feet
10 inches in height. with weight
in proportion to height; must have
strength and endurance necessary
for performance of thneir duties.
normal vision and hearing and be
able to pass a color test. They
must have a motor vehicle oper-
ator’s license beforc appointment.

All 12 state policewomen were
trained at tie staie police acad-
emy at Bethany. and in addition,
the first two in the group, Mrs.
Briggs and Mrs. Haggerty, from
the training school conducted by
the New York City Police Depart-
ment. All of them are trained in
the use of firearms.

THEY HAVE BEEN called out
at midnight or later to care for a
woman who suddenly had become
violently insane; and an emer-
gency transfer to a state hospital
found necessary. They have gone
out in the country at all hours ot
the day and night to the aid of
women without near neighbors.

As an illustration Policewoman
Miller remained for some time to
care for the mother of a child
found dead after a long search in
Colchester. The child’s mother col-
lapsed and needed constant atten-
tion which the specially trained

policewoman was able to give.
State policewomen work side by
side with their male associates.
and not one complaint has ever
been registered against them.
Capt. Leo F. Carroll, head of the
special services division of the
state police department. hus direct
charge of assignments for the
policewomen. He explained that
though assigned to definite bar-
racks and shifted from time to
time, the women sleep in their
own homes or apartments. They
are quickly reached when neces-
saryv from the barracks by tele-
phone. or in the field by radio.
They accompany every f{emale
orisoner sent to a state institution
following state police investiga-
tton. They have flown to points as
far away as Texas and Iowa to
return prisoners to this state.

THEY WERE PARTICULARLY
helpful in the smashing of the

abortion ring in Hartford and
New Haven counties; in the Hart -
ford County conspiracy cases; in
breaking the Jimmie Strato case
which involved a murder at Box-
wood Manor in Old Lyme in 1943;
another Old Lyme murder in 1944
when Ida Sienna was slain behind
a billboard by a sailor; the Grove
murder in Berlin in 1945 when a
body was discovered in a shallow
grave: the Hackly rape cases in
1946 and the Madden-Bradley case
this year.

In addition. they have success-
fully investigated scores of sex
cases and dozens of theft cases.
They have engaged in all sorts of
investigations. such as that of Mrs.
Scoville going to Vermont to aid in
the search for a missing girl 'stu-
dent. Truly, state policewomen
have earned the cxcellent reports
made of them and their work.

(Hartford Times)
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Farewell

Farewell:
police horse,
$3,200 Cadillac car.
driver escaped unharmed.

+

B~ | e S ,i i =-’!}L—
A New York mounted cop tips his cap 1in salute
killed last month when he bolted and ran
His rider, Patrolman Fatrick Gillen,

21

1

a veteran

to Geneseo,
into a four-month-o0l4d,
was injured; the car's
York Daily News Photo)

(New

THE POLICE HORSE

It is good to read that in splite of
the arrival of our atomic age the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police are going to get
back their horses.

There must be psychology in this,
even if we can't be sure what sort of
psychology it 1is. Because we recall
that when the redcoats were mechanized
there was conslderable uneasiness across
the country. It seemed as 1if a very
substantial prop had been yanked from
under the law.

Subsequent developments may have
proven a Bren gun cerrier to be singu-
larly inept 1in chasing a Jjewel thief
across the barren lands, and as far as
dignity goes a horse doesn't have to lay
up for repairs. Besides & horse can

sens=2 a trap and a tank can't.

Feople are so used to mechanized arms
that they frequently yawn at their ap-
proach, while to anyone with a guilty
conscience the approach of a snorting
steed is as terrifying a sight as can be
found outside a bazaar.

Sentimental reasons confirm the need
of glving this famed Force its once in-
separable companion. We have exceeding-
ly few genuinely Canadian institutions
left. And with the possible exception
of corn on the cob and Rt. Hon. W. L.
Mackenzie King, the Mounted Police stood
easily at the top of our indigenous
boasts.

---(Hamilton Spectator)
R. C. M. P. Quarterly



SO THIS IS BRIDGEPORT

by Bailey A. Bamum

MEMO TO STATE POLICE COMMISSIONER ED
HICKEY AND TO CITY AND TOWN POLICE CHIEFS:
Strict enforcement of the regulations against driving with lights
o nthe high beam when approaching other cars would prevent
a lot of wear and tear on motorist’s nerves—and perhaps save

a few lives! .

. .And while you are at it, why not dust out a

few cells for the fellows who drive with one light on the high
beam and one on the low beam? And solitary confinement

for the “one light” drivers!

(Bridgeport Post)

The Daobury News-Times

The Danbury News- Times

DANBURY, CONN NOV.17, 1947

LIGHTS MUST
BE LOWERED

State Police to Check Night-
ly on Drivers Who Fail to
Obey Law.

State Police Commissioner Ed-
ward J. Hickey today directed all
state policeman to rigidly enforce
laws pertaining to night driving.
He told them to pay particular at-

tention to cars with bright lights
and those failing to extend cour-
tesies of the road by dimming
them while passing others cars or
pedestrians.

Cars operating with one head-
light beams out of focus will be
stopped for inspection, the com-
missioner said, and a summons to
court {8 to be issued in all such
cases,

The instructions were 13sued ov-
er the state police radio Commis-
sioner Hickey said, and officers
were instructed to take immedi-
ate action.

BURY, CONN., NOV, 18, 1947

POLICE NAB
16 DRIVERS

Summon Mntopists for De-
fective Eauipment and
Failure to Dim Lights.

A campaign by state police of
Ridgefield barracks to enforce pro-
visions of the Motor Vehicle sta-
tutes which make it mandatory for
the operator of a car to dim his
lights at the approaca of another
vehicle was well underway today
as State Police Lieut. Harry T.
Tucker ,revealed that 16 persons
were given summonses last night
and early today in the Danbury
territory for such offenses or for
otherwise having defective light-
ing equipment.

In one case, a driver who led
State Policeman Louis Stefanek a
merry chase for a distance of sev-
era] miles on the Danbury-New
Milford road early this morning at
speeds up to 75 miles per hour was
arrested on charges of speeding
and failing to dim tne lights on
his car

A Good Crusade

State Police Commissioner Edwara J.
Hickey has ordered his men to start a drive to
round up motorists who violate the headlight
laws at night. This will be good news to law-
abiding motorists who find night driving com-
plicated by bad drivers with piercing head-
lights who fail to dim them when passing.
There are also generally a number of cars with
only one headlight. Of course, this condition
may be accidental to begin with, but it 15 quite
possible for a motorist to start out driving
with two good lights and have one of them go
bad an the road without his really noticing
it. But the prevalence of thcse one-eyed cars
gives rise to the suspicion that a good many
rmotorists are driving that wav deliberately.
being either too lazy or too indifferent to make
the necessary repairs.

At any rate, Commissioner Hickey has giv-
on orders to his men to round up both types
of drivers. The hotorist who fails to dim his
lights when passing a state police car, may be
iagged for his discourtesy, and other motorists
who are thoughtful about it will say “hurrah!”
There is too much of this thoughtlessness on
the road anyway. Accidents are born of it.

Along that line, we would suggest to thc
Merritt Parkway Commission that it issue a
general rule forbidding the use of the high
beam or bright headlight at any time on the
parkway. There 1s no real need for it there.
On a crowded night, such as a Saturday or
Sunday night, the long line of piercing lights
in the opposite lane adds greatly to the diffi-
culty of driving on the parkway. Since the cars
are following each other closely and the park-
way itself is plainly marked with no grade
crossings on it, there is no excuse for using the
long-distance high heam hcadlight.

[ere's wishing the state police success in
their drive. It will save lives, or at the very
least, it will save tempers and make night driv-
ing pleasanter as well as safer.

(The Bridgeport Telegram)

THE MAD HATTER

The state's Drive Carefully
Be Courteous program has taken
effect in the Danbury-Ridgefield
area,

At night you rarely approach a
car that doesn’t dim its lights — a
courtesy that was revived through
the efforts of state police in put-
ting this program over.

We suggest that every car own-
er apply for one of those bumper
streamers reading: “Give the
pedestrian a chance — dim your
lights.”

Checking Blinding Headlights

Automobilists who drive with head-

ever one may do so at night, for at most
service stations replacements may be
had.

lights glaring into the eyes of ap-
proaching drivers are among the most
dangerous users of the highways. They
are discourteous as well as dangerous.
Commissioner Edward J. Hickey of the
State Police Department does well to
announce that the members of his de-
partment have been instructed to issue
summonses to drivers who do not de-
press the headlight beams when they
approach other cars, who are driving
with only one light, or whose lights
may be seriously out of focus.
Experienced drivers are aware that
a light may get out of order while the
car s belng driven. All the more im-
portant to look at one’s lights when-

As for the person who does not de-
press the light beam of his car when
he approaches another driver, there is
no excuse. He is a menace to public
safety. The approaching driver, to be
safe, must stop and even then he may
be struck by a following car. Punish-
ment for deliberately using lights that
blind drivers cannot be too severe.
There is, in fact, no need for using
blinding headlights in any part of Con-
necticut if drivers always keep their
cars under ¢ontrol. It 18 to be hoped
that Commissioner Hickey's order will
result In immediate improvement in
night driving conditions.

(Hartford Times)
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THREE STUDENTS HELD FOR SETTING
11 FIRES IN FAIRFIELD, TRUMBULL

State Police from the Westport Bar-
racks and Fire Marshal's office, coop-
erating with Feirfield police, recently
arrested +three Fairfileld High School
students who said they started fires for
"fun and excitement." One of the fires
was a $30,000 blaze.

The ‘"unnatural" behavior of one of
the youths, who drove past the scene of
a haystack fire as firemen were fighting
the blaze, led to his arrest and roundup
of the other two youths.

The teen-ager drove past the {fire
without stopping or slowing down and
this action, termed "unnatural," caused
State Policeman Frank Bennett and Fair-
field Policeman Michael Farkas to sus-
pect the youth.

Det. Sgt. William Sullivan, of the
Fire Marshal's office, was at the scene,
directing state police activities.
State Policeman Frank Bennett apprehend-
ed the driver of the car. The operator
attempted to flee when he noticed the
police car following him but finally
drove into a ditch when he made a sharp
turn and was captured.

Investigation disclosed that the
youth had two empty gasoline cans in the
back of his car.

Taken to the Westport barracks, he
was questioned by Sgt. Sullivan, Lt.
Christian Schick of the Falrfield police
and Fairfield Policeman George Butkus.
He admitted setting the series of fires
and implicated his two companions. They
were taken into custody at their homes.

State Police Commissioner Edward J.
Hickey sent telegrams to the Fairfield
police and the State Police divisions
involved in the successful investigation
"congratulating"” them for breaking the
case,

Officer Frank Bennett contlnues to
meet critical situations along the Mer-
rit Parkway area and his assistance in
this case brought much praise from Fair-
field authorities.

STATE AND HARTFORD POLICE COOPERATE IN
IDENTTIFICATION OF SKELETON
FOUND IN WOODS

Edward Lowry of Grand Street and Ray-
mond Richard of Riverside Street, Hart-
ford, both 17 years of age, were walking
in the woods Nov. 5 on Talcott Mountain,
Simsbury, when they found the partially-
clothed skeleton of a human,

These boys are intelligent. They
marked the place they found the bones
and then notified the police.

The police in this instance were the
Hartford bluecoats who immediately in-
formed the Hartford barracks of the
find.

It wasn't long before Lt. Henry Mayo,
and Officer Marcel Simon of Station H
and Officer Sam Rome, Special Service,
were looking over the scene of the dis-
covery with the two boys. Officer Roy
Paige took photographs, Lt. Mayo noti-
fied the medical examiner and then the
area was searched.

In this case the bones were lying on
a rocky slope. As they lay they were
not more then 4 feet from end to end and
were disconnected. Man's clothing found
was styled for winter--hunting cap,
winter underwear, coat, sweater, vest,
suitcoat and topcoat. Colors of the
garments couldn't be determined.

High shoes, 2 quarters, a nickel, 2
dimes, one dated 1943, 7 pennies, a
Jjackknife, American Waltham pocket watch
in silver, with the silhouette of a
train 1in gold on the back, a can of
Petersen's ointment, celluloid collar,
bow tie, one dental plate, and a pair
of sun glasses were found 1in the imme-
diate vicinity. Officer Simon found a
walking cane hanging to a tree limb 30
feet from the body.

Medical Examiner Dr. Owen Murphy of
Simsbury 1listed the articles and then
turned over articles to be used in pos-
sible identification to Officer Rome.

Information pooled at the scene and
opinion placed the age of the man at
about 70 years of age, height about
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5'10", and of glim build.
tions of foul play were found.

When the identifiable remains and the
facts were presented +to Lt., Frank V.
Chameroy, Identification Bureau head,
by Officer Rome the next day, the lieu-
tenant stepped to the unique missing
person file he maintains. The file
lists persons reported as missing under
age and height cross-file index.

In the 75-85 age group only one man
was listed on the 5'10" classification
- William Stacy. A check into the name
file revealed the following teletype
originated by the Hartford police Dec.
1T S aohae "Missing since Dec. e
1943, William Stacy, 8L--5-10, grey
hair, wearing oxford grey cap and
pants, dark overcoat. May be found a-
round New Haven."

No indica-

The estimated height and age were
close, but the cap, appearing in the
message and on the skeleton's skull was
the point that indicated the skeleton

was that of Stacy.

Iheslahriord S pelMicelivenre Sneh it sed s ol
developments 1in the case and sent Det.
H. Rcot to Woodbury with Officer Rome
to interview Mrs. Harriette Stacy, a
niece by marrigge to the missing man and
Willard Stacy, a grand nephew,

They identified the watch together.
Mrs. ©Stacy declared the missing man had
worn celluloid collars and black bow
LIER - She described the clothing worn
by Mr. Stacy at the time of his disap-
pearance. It checked.

Mr. Stacy and his wife bhad lived &at
500 Ann St., Hartford, at the +time of
his disappearsnce, but later she moved
to Massachusetts.

Det. Root and Sam Rome went to East
Bridgewater, Mass., and locating Mrs.
Stacy asked her to identify the persoral
articles found on Talcott Mountain.
irs, Stacy did. She told the officers
her husband who walked in the woods for
pleasure, left the house on Ann St. for
a walk one day and never returned. That
was in 1943, but it was just a few days
ago that a teletype message was sent out
by the Hartford Police saying, '"Cancel
Item 6 of 12-17-43, re missing person
Willard Stacy."

"A ROOKIE"

By
Sergeant William ¥. Palmer
West Crange, N.J., Police Department

He's young, courageous and dressed in
blue

And chose his profession the same as
you.

The yAMSHEs e o HsEimE S o lksil ISR ET Rl
true

But he'll learn the hard way like most
of us do.
lert, progressive and most sincere,

He'll do a good job to build his career.
Many a night he will patrol his beat,

In cold and rain or snow and sleet.

He may get discouraged as most of us
Glaiels

And wish he were home with his wife and
the kid.

Going to Police Schools and meeting new
friends

He'll advance along and follow new
trende.

Keep up his spirit and teach him the
way.,

For he's your friend and te him you can
say:

"Figure it out for yourself, my 1lad,

You've all that the greatest of chiefs
have had.,"

Two arms, two hands, two legs, two eyes,
And a brain to use if you would be wise;
With these attributes we all began

So _ aant for — the ‘top- FRd SSeREEl R e "

48 STATES INCREASE POLICE 40 PER CENT

The long arm of the law 1is wagging
anbigren ot gibrane L thel Shatimails Cdhigtriicits
to cope with hijacking and other away-
from-city crimes.

The council Oit = EEE goverrments
reports that state police personnel in
the 48 states have been increased 40
per cent since 19u4k
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WOMAN IN BATHTUB HIDES BOCKIE SLIFS;
COF GETS 'EM

Baltimore,--In his stormy career as
chief of the police vice squad, Capt.
Alexander Emerson has retrieved burning
policy slips from a furnace and snatch-
ed them out of a suspect’'s mouth be-
fore they could be swallowed, but never
before has he had to get them out of a
bathtub--with a woman in it.

He described the situation to a mag-
istrate at James ¥. Morris' nearing on
bookmaking charges.

"I saw him throw the
bathroom and close the door,"
said.

"I opened the
only her head and
knew she was sitting
told her to give me the slips
come on in. She gave them to me."

Morris was fined $100 and
Charges against the woman in the
were dismissed.

slips into the
Emerson

door. I could see
shoulders, but T
on the slips. I
On ==l

cogts.
tub

3 SONS SAY FATHER KILLED MOTHER IN '41

Colorado Springs, Col., -- Breaking
a silence of years, the three sons of
Junla Wesley Vandavoort, sixty-one-year-
old farmer, accused him of the shooting
of their mother six years ago.

Vandavoort was held under technical
‘arrest, but no formal charges had been
filed against him pending further in-
vestigation of his son's accusations.

Sheriff Ray Slocum reported that the
eldest son, Wesley, twenty-one, told
officers his mother "was crawling under
a barbed wire fence when he (Vandavoort)
shot her three times.,"

"After the first shot," the son, a
former soldier, declared, ‘'she begged
him not to kill her and that she would-
n't run off again."

Wesley said his father replied with
two more shots from a .22 rifle and

shouted: "I know damn well you won't.”
The youth asserted that his father
then forced him to stuff the woman's

body in a wash boiler and two days later

Wesley sald, his father brought the
body to the ranch and tossed it into
e hog pen. The other sons, Carl, now
sixteen, and Clark, twelve, suppcrted
the story, Sheriff GSlocum said. The
boys said fearing they would '"get the
same treatment: had sealed their lips
in the intervening years. Wesley ex-

plained his disclosure now this way:

"I was worried about my mother's
death =all the +time T was 1in the Army.
With all the people getting killed in

the war, it made me want to tell about
how my mother died. I wondered if I
would die myself before T had a chance

to tell what happen:d to her."

Vandavoort himself, who said he was
acquitted by a Caldwell, Kan., Jjury of
charges that he shot and killed his
first wife in 191l--insisted: '"Seems
to me like my wife just run away."

N.J. LAWYER IS CONVICTED OF
CHEATING BLIND CONCESSICNAIRE

Elizabeth, N.J. -- Harry Lieb, a
thirty~-nine-year-old lawyer, of Newark,
was convicted here of stealing cigars
from & blind concessionaire in Union
County Courthouse lagt Feb. 21 and
March 7.

Eight women and four men returned
the verdict in Common Pleas Court after
an hour's deliberation. A previous
Jury of eight men and four women had
disagreed on a verdict. Lieb was con-
victed of two counts of petit larceny.
He broke down and wept when the verdict
was pronouncegd.,

Witnesses charged that it was Lieb's
practice to take expensive cigars from
John Nargi, and pay the blind man for a
cheap brand. Nargi discovered his loss
by feeling his ciger boxes and finding
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that his expensive brands were dwindling
rapidly.

Detectives were detailed to the case.
They initialed the cigar bands of ex-
pensive cigars, they testified, and then
hid in the balcony of the courthouse
rotunda and watched Mr. Nargi's custom-
ers

Lieb, 1t was <testified, was doing
research on some titles at the tine
The detectives testified they saw Lieb
take cigars from the expensive box and
pay only for cheap ones.

Lieb took the stand in his own de-
fense and denied the charges. He ad-
mitted, however, that on Marchk 7 he had
absent-mindealy taken seven cigars from
Mr., Nargi and paid only for four.

POLICEWOMAN CATCHES OWN ERRING SPOUSE

Cleveland--Policewoman Betty Anthony
got her man, both as an officer of the
law and a wife.

With perhaps something more than the
usual satisfaction of doing her  job,
she arrested her alimony-indebted ex-
husband for failure to support their
four minor chiidren.

The 28-year-old policewoman has been

on the husband-hunt for more than a
year, when the alimony checks stopped
coming.
UNDER THE HAT
St. Louis,---William H. Ray really

had something under his hat besides his
head when detectives picked him up for
guestioning. When they lifted Ray's
hat, the officers found a .3l-caliber
revolver parked on his head.

SUSPECT SEIZED IN SAFE THEFT
BEGS FOR MERCY

Armed with .12 guage shotguns, Hart-
ford detectives recently captured Ernest
Mundle, 23, as he was alleged to be ham-
mering open a safe 1in a shack 1In the
north meadows that had been stolen from
the L. & S. Motor Company, & Hartford

amount of cash

concern, some 20 hours before,

Inside the safe police said were
$20,000 in war bonds, postal saving
bonds, bank books, personal papers and
about $1,000 in cash. Interestingly
enough police reported the original
complaint listed every item and the

found tallied with the
reported loss. Deputy Chief Thomas J.
Hickey said police had been planted in
the vicinity of the shack since early
morning when an automobile and the safe
were found abandoned.

After seeing a man enter, Detectives
Joseph P. McDonald and John Flanagan
crashed in to the shack leveling riot
guns at Mundle and ordered him to
surrender. His hands extended to the
sky, Mundle begged for mercy and cried
out "Don't shoot, don't shoot, I'm
coming right out."

At headquarters Mundle said he broke
into the L. & S. Motors and by means
of auto Jjacks loaded the 500-pound safe
into the trunk of a car and drove to
the north meadows. The car, owned by
Philip Hansling, was found on Tighfry
St. and the safe about a half a mile
beyond.

The break was discovered by Harry
Lazinsk, a partner, who while driving
by noticed the lights on and wupon in-
vestigating discovered files and desk
drawers opened and the safe gone.

Shortly before midnight, Mundle was
taken to the L. & S. Motors whers he
showed police how he 1loaded the safe
into the stolen car. He told police he
entered the establishment himself and
was alone on the job.

TROOPERS TUERN TROUPEERS

New Jersey State Police troopers now
have taken to playing at cops and rob-
bers. The Standard Oil Company of New
Jersey is producing a thirty-minute mo-
tion picture, written by Sergeant C. A.
Vance, telling the history of the state
police and illustrating how they g9 a-
bout solving crimes,. The troopers are
being assisted in their acting by a
grcap of professicnals.
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Angel

Escort

by OFFICER ALEX KOSTOK

That wasn’t an ordinary escort
assipgnment I had October 17th--1 escort-
ed an angel. That may sound odd to you,

but let me tell the whole story so
vou'll understand.
dy duties started at 7 a.m. that day

they were routine.
I was assigned by
and

and until 3 o’clock
At 3 o’'clock, however,
radio to provide an c¢scort for Mr.

celed plane traffic to Philadelphia we
continued on to the parkway.

Well, the car started to steam again
near the Milford Toll house and that's
when xMajor Kelly gave me orders to put

the family into my car and continue to
Philadelphia.

Now it was 4 o'clock. Station “'G*
officers helped in traversing the Park-

iirs. Robert Groth of Essex way and at the State Line a
St., Deep Kiver, who were d Westchester Parkway cruiser
taking their 1ll-month-old Stone Extracte took up the lead. When the
daughter, Susan Carol, to the ! patrol car assigned to es-
Graduate Hospital in Phila- From Baby S Lung cort us over the Henry Hud-

delphia for an emergency op-
eration.

It seems this little baby

had swallowed a stone while
at play and the stone lodged
in her lung. The family
doctor, after trying un-
successfully to remove the
stone, had ordered the baby
taken immediately to Phila-

delphia for an emergency op-
eration by a specialist.

They told me that time
was short; six hours from the

Philadelphia —  Susan
Groth, 1, of Deep River,
Conn., is a “pretty sick

baby,” according to authori-
ties at Graduate Hospital
here, but the stone she in-
haled while playing in her
sandbox has been removed
and it is expected she will
recover.

According te the hospital
officials, the stone was taken
from Susan’s lung Saturday
night. She was rushed to
Philadelphia in a Connecti-
cut State Police Cruiser
when her doctor sald spe-

son Parkway left us I hit
Riverside Drive on my own.
The territory I was trav-

eling through now was for-
eign to me, but I watched
the traffic signs carefully

and kept going.

Sure, I was nervous; we
were all tense in that car.
I have a little boy of my
own and when I heard that
little girl crying, with a
rasp in her voice, I real-
ized there was an angel rid-

time the first attempt had cialists here

been made to remove the stone

could best
handle her case.

ing with us, too.
I looked into the mirror

a fever and possible infec-
tion would develop. I1f the fever should
develop while traveling, we were told to
forget about going to Philadelphia and
instead to take the baby to the ncarest
hospi tal for immediate treatment.

After I picked vp the Groth car in
New Haven we got through New Haven with
the help of the New Haven P.D. but when
we were traveling through Wilford the
Groth car behind me started to steam.
That was a turn in events we didn't ex-

pect. Station "“I'" was notified of the
difficulty and they informed me they
would try to make arrangements to have

the parents and baby flown to Phila-
delphia.

We stopped to have the fan belt of
the Groth car tightened and when Sta-

tion “I" told me the weather had can-

often and that's how I saw
the mother feeding the baby her bottle.
By that time I was trying to remember
what I had for dinner.

And let me tell you, too, that it’'s
a trick to change a diaper on a sick
baby in a speeding car. That mother did

it, though.

I was a tired cop when we got to the
Graduate Hospital in Philly at 8 o'clock
--five hours out of New Haven, but that
was a general service report I was happy

to write.

It's easy for me to remember what I
ate after that trip. I had a nice
thick steak--something that little girl

is going to eat a few years from now
because she’s petting along fine.

Do you understand now about
angel?

that
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'WARE OF BOUNDING CHECKS

Stafford merchants
State Police against the
talking

are warned by
eager, fast-
stranger with the fluttering
check book sand the willing fountain
pEn The combination, according to
Lieutenant Hulburt, probably spells
trouble in the way of a bouncing check.
The Lieutenant issues the warning
locally, because the bum check opera-
tors have been working in practically
every one of the cities and larsger
towns 1in Connecticut--and too many mer-
chants in those communities have ac-
cepted checks for merchandise, only to
find that they are made of an excellent
grade of rubber which enables them to
bounce high and far. The message they
bring back to the merchant: "No Funds."”
Homing pigeon check writers play all
sorts of retailers, but have an espe-
cial fondness for sellers of clothing,
haberdashery and liquor, The latter
have been stung hard and frequently.

There 1is, the Lieutenant advises,
Just one way to avoid Dbeing stung
by bad checks: don't cash them. What

if you do lose a sale? If you cash bad
checks you lose not only a sals--but
merchandise and money as well.

Cash on the drum head is the best
rule vhen dealing with strangers. G,
for that matter, with some people you
know.--Stafford Press

EXCHANGES

A new police magazine issued by the
Colorado State Patrol is added to the
Vox-Cop exchange list this month.

The Colorado Patrol's house organ is
a neatly mimeographed opublication and
is received as Number One of Volume One.
Featuring the organization's shield and
the slogan ,, . Bey ¢ Ceurteons, . Bub o finm,."
the issue carries an editorial by G. R.
Carrel, the department's chief, who
comments on the creation of the Depart-
ment of Fducation and Safety within the
patrol.

One of the long range purposes of the

provide each patrolman
with & handbook or manual covering all
of the aspects of his job. Instruction
material 1is arranged in such a manner
that it may bhe removed from the maga-
zine and placed in a notebook for per-
manent reference.

We feel the magazine will serve its
purpose well and congratulate the patrol

magazine is to

on the initial issue.
Delving intco our exchange list we
find we regularly 1list as welcome the

Canadian Folice and Fire Bulletin, pub-
lished at Montreal, Canada; the New
Jersey State Police Triangle; On Guard,
the Xentucky Peace Officers' Magazine;
the Michigan Police Journal and the
I1linois Policeman combined with Police
Journal. The Royal Canadian Mounted
Police quarterly mageazine reached us
this month. The ¥BI monthly law en-
forcement bulletin is a constant scurce
of" reference to our personnel.

Vox-Cop finds these magazines a
valuable source of instructional mate-
rial on police matters.

The Colorado, New Jersey magazines
and Vox-Cop are state police house or-
gans in the strict manner of speaking,

the others on the state police magazine
list are professiocnal issues accepting
advertising to defray the cost of pub-
lication. All opublish bi-monthly ex-
cept Vox-Cop and Cn Guard

Fach magazine has its merits aside
from the others. The triangle keeps
us up-to-date on the activities of Uew
Jersey officers, police reading materi-
al and current crime. Sgt. C. A, Vance
is the capable editor.

On Guard, edited by Capt. G. C. Xopp,
consistently carries editorial matter
wvhich merits reading twice. One of
thege editorials is reprinted in our own
November issue. Capt. Kopp writes with
a wisdom which seems tco be acquired
over a greater number of years than his
photograph would indicate he possesses.

The Illinois Policeman in each issue
carries valuable comnentary on°’ the
styles in crime in Illinois. Fach issue
has the case history of a nationally-
known case in which Illinois patrolmen
and investigators participated.
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The Michigan Police Journal in each
issue features stories by national
authorities on various phases of crime
preventicn. This publication's fight
against Juvenile delinquency has been
particularly commendable,

Written in both French and English
the Canadian Police and Fire Bulletin
has a staff of feature writers that is
second to none. One of the articles
used in our In-Service training was
written by the Bulletin's resuscitation
expert, Milton Bruonner.

"NEW HAVEN POLICEMAN APPOINTED TO
NATIONAL LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE
OF THE AMERICAN LEGION"

The appointment of Policeman John J.
Hogan, Sr. of the New Haven Police De-
partment to the National Law and Order
Committee of the American Legion was

announced early this month by Arthur
Connell of Middletown, Connecticut, who
is National Executive Committeeman for

Connecticut.

Officer Hogan is a member of the
Traffic Bureau of the New Haven Police
Department and was awarded the Silver
Star September 12, 1918 at Thiacourt,
France while a member of Company "D",
1kth Machine Gun Battalion, 5th Divi-
sion. He 1is also Past Commander, Post
47 of the American Legion, Past Command-
er of Hemingway Post, Past Chairman of

the lLegion Distress and Relief Commit-
tee, Co-Chairman, Membership, Second
District, American Legion and fcr the

second consecutive year has been desig-
nated the "Number One" Legionnaire for
Connecticut. In his spare time he is
also active in Knights of Columbus
Circles.

His brother police officers through-
out Connecticut congratulate him upon
his appointment to the National Commit-
iFEch

Naticnal Commander of the American
Legion, James F. C'Neil of the Manchest-
er, New Hampshire Police Department alsc
deserves congratulations for the high
honor bestowed upon him, and we in Con-

necticut and New England who know him
have every confidence in his ability
as a leader and as to the success of
his administration as a National Com-
mander of the American Legicn.

Who said that a policeman's lot is
not a happy one?

ASK THE CRIME EXPERT

By
Lawrence Gordon Roberts

Is it +true that boiling water does

not wash out  bloodstains? Which do
burglars fear more, a male or female
watchdog? Are surgeons performing brain

operations to cure criminals? For the
answers to these and other questions you
may have, Ask The Crime Expert. Send in
your questions and watch for the answers
in Startling Detective's exclusive de-
partment

Q. I have read of detectives finding
bloodstains on clothes after they have
been washed., How is this possible when
any housewife knows that boiling water
will remove tlood, such as from & nose-
bleed, from clothing?--Mrs. #yrna Marks,
Fensacola, Fla.

A. Boiling a bloodstained shirt in
wvater does remove visual trace of blooed,
but actually it serves to set the stain
in the material. Exposed to ultra-vio-
let rays, the outline of the stain be-
comes visible, though it cannot be seen
by the unaided human eye.

Q. Would it not sclve part of our
crime problem to take the worst crimi-
nals out of all the prisons and ship
them out of the country somewhere--to
Alaska or some island in the Pacific?--
M. J., Nampa, Id4.

A. No, this would be the worst pos-
sible policy. Penal colonies have no
place wunder any democratic form of gov-
ernment. Out-of-sight, out-of-mind is
not the answer to the crime problem.
The realistic approach places the em-
phasis on crime prevention and rehabili-
tation-~-keeping as many people as pos-
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first place
prepare for

sible out of prison in the
and helping prisoners to
their return to society.

Q. Which make better watchdogs--
mgles or females? Or does it just de-
pend on the individual dog?--C.D.R.,
Bayonne, N.J.

A, Home owners will be interested
te learn that properly equipped house-
breakers have no fear of the Tfiercest
male watchdog. Clever burglars merely
bring along a female dog with them. 15T
not tied, the best-trained male watch-
dog will leave his post. If secured,
he will, without barking, permit the
female to be led up to him on a leash.
At such close renge housebreakers then
have their choice of untying the watch-
dog and 1leading him away or clubbing
him on thes spot.

Q. What is there to +this business
I've been reading sbout brain operations
to cure criminals?--Frank Brown, New-
ourgh, N.Y.

A. Surgeons resort to prefrontal
lobotomies in cases where Jindividuals
are so confused emotionally that it in-
terferes with their ability to conduct
their affairs properly. Stated simply,
the surgeon cuts the nerves connecting
the seats of emotion and reason in the
brain. Modern psychology has discovered
that the motivation behind the conduct
of many habitual criminals is some such
emctional disturbance and inner cconflict
dating back to an early childhood be-
havior problem. It eghould be noted,
however, that this surgical technique is
by no mnmeans considered a sure cure in
reputable medical circles.

Q. During a recent argument with a
friend, I maintained that the judge
ought to send a certain public enemy to
Alcatraz. My friend says it isn't up
tc the judge to say where a convicted
felon is to go, that the judge sets only
the type of sentence and the government
determines the place. Please set me
right on this.--John Green, Riverside,
Cal.

A. Your friend is quite right. De-~
termination of which federal prisoners
are to be shipped to the Alcatraz peni-
tentiary is not the Jjudge's function.

That's strictly a classification matter
for Director James V. Bennett's Federal
Bureau of Prisons.

Q. Is it true that the older & crim-
inal gets, the less oily his or her skin
becomes and the less likely they would
be to leave fingerprints?+-(Miss) V. J.,
Toronto, Ont.

A. Yes. The fingerprints of any in-
dividual tend to become more indistinct
with increasing years. Like a shiny
nose, oily fingerprints are a character-
istic cf youth.

Q. Can you tell me how many police
officers there are in the British Isles?
--8. G. D-W., Toronto, Ont.

A. Responsibility for maintaining
the ing's Peace among the 40,000,000
citizens of the British Isles devolves

upornt some 60,000 unarmed police offi-
CERSE. Unarmed police officers are pos-
sible, reports the Home Secretary, only
because of "happy relations" between
police and public.
REV, MR. H.R. SHERMAN
BECOMES NEW CHAPLAIN OF
TENNESSEE HIGHWAY PATRCL
Cur good friend Reverend H. Rcuzer

Sherman, Jr. formerly Chaplain of the
Michigan State Police and frequently a
visitor to Connecticut has been ap-
pointed Chaplain of the Tennessee High-
way Patrol by Commissioner Lynn Bomar
of Nashviile, Tennessee.

Chaplain Sherman is
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Franklin,
Tennessee., Congratulations to Tennes-
see Highway Patrol and the Reverend Mr.
Sherman.

now Rector of

Police in Calcutta, India, recently
were ordered to "shoot to kill," to put
an end to a long reign of gangsterism.

Every man is a damn fool for at .east
five minutes every day. Wisdom consists
in not exceeding the limit.

~---Elbert Rubbard
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NEW BRITAIN'S SATURDAY NIGHT CLUB
HEARS ABOUT DETECTIVE AL RBACKIEL

Not long ago at a meeting of the New
Britain Saturday WNight Club a paper was
read. That fact in itself isn't news--
they've been reading papers at club
meetings for years--but this paper was
all about Detective Albin Backiel, one
of New Britain's fevorite sons and one

of our department's outstanding in-
vegtigators.
It all came about this way. One of

the requirements of the Saturday Night
Club is that each member submit to the
membership a paper of his own compo-
sition. Therefore, Rodman W. Chamber-
lain wrote 49 typewritten pages, well-
written pages, too, about our "Al".

The paper, titled, "Albin Backiel,
Soldier and Sleuth'", said the nice
things about Al people usually have said
only in their obituary.

Cne of the introductory paragraphs
read: "This is the life story of Albin
Backiel, detective of the Connecticut
State Police Department. Tt iils - netsas
"rags to riches" story -- there were
rags, to be sure, but no riches -- at
any rate, not riches in the gense of
money wealth but richness in character,
in integrity, in honor, 1in courage,

yes, richness there and manyfold.

The story of Backiel's 1life and ca-
reer began when Chamberiain met him in
the National Guard prior to the outfit's
movement to the Mexlcan border in chase
of Pancho Villa. It follows through
with Backiel, - as first duty sergeant,
acting as one of the unit's leaders in
the Mexican Border campaign, returning
to New Britain and then being mustered
again for World War I service.

It indicates that Al learned most of
his early English from constant perusal
of the infantryman's field manual and
describes his participation in war en-
gagements in France.

Al's experiences in officers train-
ing schcol in France and then his as-
signment as a lieutenant to the 80th
Division, the Blue Ridge Division from
Virginia, are colorfully related. We
can imagine Al as a shavetail commanding

a platoon frcm the hills,
him the "Yankee Polack"
learned to respect him,

Al was still in the WNational Guard
in 1925 and the outfit was at Niantic
when Governor Trumbull arrived one day
to 1inspect the camp. While the Gov-
ernor was msking his tcur, Al engaged

They called
Deere et

members of the State Police escert in
conversation.
The result of the conversation was

an interest in becoming a state police-
man which culmineted in his appoiniment
to the training school May 12, 1926.

Since then, Backiel's work 1is on
record with this department. The record
lists many tough cases cracked. One of

the top Jobs was in the Mary Solak mur-
der case. That occurred in Hartford in
1941 . The resume in the story describ-
ed Backiel's work from the time he was
handed the investigation until he pick-
ed up the murderer, John Smarzenciec at
Cheetowaga, N Y. A snowplow cleared
the way for Backiel at that time.

A few more pages and the story came
to a close. but of course Backiel's
career hasn't ended, he's still adding
more pages to the record.

BRIDGEPORT BOY,
SON OF POLICE LIEUTENANT
RECEIVES HIGH CHURCH HONORS

The Rev. ¥dmund R. Cody, son of Po-
lice Lieut. and Mrs. John Cody, of 89
Coleman Street., Bridgeport, Connecticut,
pastor during the past 10 years of St.

Joseph's church, second largest Roman
Catholic parish in Idaho, was invested
as a monsignor of the Catholic church

Nov. 6, in Pocatello, Idaho.
Lieut. Cody and his wife Hattie,
a sister were present at the ceremony
Father Cody is a graduate of Sacred
Heart school, Bridgeport In 1915, he
entered St. Mary's college and semin-
ary at Fmmetsburg, Md., where he gradu-
ated with high honors in 1922, with a
Bachelor of Arts degree Father Cody
also has a Master's degree from the
University of Idaho.

and
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Father Cody served five years as ldieut. Schwartz remarked as he made
pastor of St. Mary's church in Moscow preparations to return him to a wamm
Idaho. It was here.that Father Cody ceil.
was commissioned by his bishop, the
Most Rev. Edwara J. Kelly, to write the
higtecry of the Boise diocese.

Late in 1930 Father Cody published = RADIO SHOW QUIZ NETS
history of the Coeur D'Alene Mission of PATROLMAN #$4,970
the Sacred Heart. He is also interested
in Catholic Action and has served as New York =~ Patrolman Charles Smyth
director of the North Central Deanery of came up with one snappy answer on the
Catpolic Action for the diocese. radic show, "Break the Bark," and won

$4,970, the fourth largest bundle of

FUGITIVE FRCM LITCHFIELD JAIL BACK THERE
CATCHING UP ON SLEEP

Litchfield-~State Police from the
Litchfield Barracks captured Stanley
Truskauskas, 36, who didn't enjoy the
faw 4days of liberty he had after his es-
cape Irom the Litvchfield County Jail.

During +the third 3Jay of the search
or Truskauska®s, state police knew they
weren't far behind him when a blood-

hound picked up his trail in the Harwin-
ton woods, but the fugitive ajparently
took tc 3 brook and the dog lost the
scent about 2 p.m.

Officers then visited every home in
the relatively sparsely populated area
alcng the Farwinton--New Hartford town
line, giving the residents a descrip-
tion of the escaped prisoner and asking
them to be on the lookout #for nim.

Early in the evening a call was re-
ceived that he had been seen, ana was

heading toward the Weirgart Farm, where
he Tormerly worked.
fficers Ernest Schraaer, dJohn Wil-

ccx, Arthur Johnson and Wilbur Calkins
then sped %o the Weingart home and
waited. When Truskauskas knocked at the

door, they answered it.

At the time of his escape, Truskaus-
kag had served a 1little more than six
weeks of his 17 months sentence imposed
on three counts of breach of peace.

After Dbhis capture he told Lievt.
Philip Schwartz, station commander, he
hadn't slept or eaten since he scaled
the jail yard's fence.

"You sure locked as if you hadn't,”

cash ever awarded cn a radio program.

Smyth, gquizzed about men of fact and
fiction unamed Charlie, had answered
seven oI elght questions correctly when
time ran out on the show last week, He
returned lsst night and was asked:

"What vice president named Charlie,
known for his peace plan, served under
Coclidge?"

"Charles G. Dawes," he answered,

Smyth, married and the father of a
5-vear-old son, said he would buy a
nouse.

MUSICAL SLEUTH

To Arturo Toscanini there came a

profouncly touching letter. It was
written by a radio listener, a woman,
wiho haé lost her newhorn baby and

didn't want to live. Arnd her doctor
had warned her that cnly the will to
live could save her. Then she had
heard Tcscanini's broadcast one night
and had decided that she could well
afford to carry on in a world where
such lovely music could be heard.

The women did not sign her name, and
Toscanini dqeeply desired to thank her
for her communication and let her know
that ne understood. So he had his sec-
retary telephone every hospital in New
York. With nothing but the date of the
1 edsEe it ol oMont, BEpilhisgitthclsta ciasth st gihie
woman had lost her bdby within the past
few days, they found her.

And then to the recuperating patient
went a picture of the grateful maestro,
inscribed:  "From Arturo Toscanini, De-
tective." ---Wall Street Journal
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MICHAEL J. GODFREY OFrIiCl. OF CHIEF OF POLICI

CHIEF

October 16, 1947

Dear Commissioner Hickey:

I want to thank you most sincerely and, through you, the personnel
of the Groton Barracks for the kind, courteous and thoughtful
treatment accorded me at the time of my accident in East Lyme,
Connecticut on August 9th and also during my confinement at the
Lawrence and Memorial Associasted Hospitel in New London.

At the scene of the accident, Sergeant Goodale, resident Officer
at Niantic, -and another State Police Officer, whom I also believe
to be a Sergeant, were very considerate of everyone involved 1n
the accident and worked with utmost speed and calmness. My grand-
son, age 22 months, whose only injury was a black eye, was covered
with blood from one of the other occupants of my car. The Officer
who was with Sergeant Goodale took him to my cottage at Crescent
Beach and instead of walking into the house with him, he left him
in his car until he had explained the circumstances to my family.
As it was, my daughter-in-law was on the verge of hysteria and I
am sure it would have been much worse if he had walked in with the
youngster in his condition.

At the hospital, two of your Officers came to see me on the second
day with orders from someone to offer me all the facilities of the
Groton Barracks including the ambulance if I wanted to go home. As
I had a second week at the shore and was without a car, s State
Policeman brought my family to the hospital each day and every night
and returned them to the cottage.

Commissioner, when I left the hospital in New London after three
weeks, my personal physician told me that the progress I had made
in recovering was remarkable, and he gave me all the credit, but I
know better. It was these thoughtful deeds that did the Jjob.

In closing I just want to say thank you again and please convey my
thanks and appreciation to all the boys at your Groton Barracks,

Sincerely,

PAA:B First Deputy Chief
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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

November iO,'19K7
Dear Sir:

I wish to take this opportunity to
express my deep appreciation to the two
State Troopers for the fine Jjob they did
during the accident we had on October 31
at Westbrook, Connecticut when we were
hit by a truck from behind and driver
into a truck in front of us.

I do not have the names of these
two Troopers therefore, I would appre-
ciate it very much if you would express
to them my appreciation for their cour-
tesy and help.

Very sincerely yours,

James L. Murray
(Officer Daniel J. Reardon, now of
Bethany Barracks, and Officer William H.
Ackerman, Jr., now of Colchester, were
the officers concerned in this case.-Ed)

THE NEW YORK, NEW HAVEN
AND
HARTFORD RAILROAD COMPANY

Dear Sir:

Your organization was very helpful
to us on November 8th when your people
intercepted a New England Transportation
Company bus north-bound from South Nor-
walk to Danbury Jjust outside of Ridge-
field ard returned that bus to Branch-
ville so that passengers on our train

No. 142, which was detained on sccount
of a fallen tree across the track north
of Branchville, could be continued on
their way.

I want to thank you very much for
this fine service and say that this is
another instance in which we have called
upon you and you responded 100%. Thank
you again.

Yours sincerely,

B.F. Bardo, Superintendent

DEPARTMENT OF FDUCATION
THOMPSON, CCNNECTICUT

November 1k, 1947
Dear Mr. Hickey:

Some time ago our high school had
been broken into on different occasions
resulting in =a loss of money and damage
done to equipment; however, Lieutenant
Rivers and officers under his command
gave much of their time and effort which
finally resulted in GCfficer Marikle ap-
prehending the individual and solving
the case.

It is a pleasure for any citizen to

know and to publicly express that such
a Tine organizetion exists in our lo-
cality. I8 “therctoreh®Swhish o take

this opportunity to express my apprecia-
tion and thanks to you, the leader of
this fine organization, to Lieutenant
Rivers, Officer Marikle and others of
the Danielson State Police Barracks for
a job well done.

Sincerely yours,

Jerome J. Ryscavage
Supt. of Schools
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SPRAGUE ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES, INC.
TT7T7 MAIN ST., BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT

November 14, 1947
Gentlemen:

Last night about six o'cleock near
Park Avernue my wife had the misfortune
tc run out ¢f gas on the Merritt Park-
way .

For the courtssv and the -~onsid-
eration shown her by two of your trcop-
ers, Wwho were on patrol at that time,
please accert this more forr 1 expres-
sion of apprecistica than her verbal
ones last night.

Penneylvania advertises that the
troopers are the friends of the auto-
mot:flist; Connecticut demonstrates it,

Sincerely yours,

ss: John M. Mullin, Treasurer

FEADQUARTERS
FEUROPEAN COMMAND
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL
CRIMINAL INVEETIGATION DIVISION

Frankfurt, Germany
14 November 1047

Hon. Bdward J. Hickey
Commissioner State Police
100 Washington Street,
Bartford, Connecticut

Dear Commissioner:

Just a word +to let you know that
my training in the State Police has more
than helped me not only to get a direct
commission from master sergeant to first
lieutenant, but it has helped me in my
work to the extent that I was given the
Job when I arrived here of reviewing the
work of all +the CID agents in the field
(about 250 of them), making suggestions,
correcting their work etc. Today the
captain in charge of operations is leav-

ing to take over a detachment in the
field and I am now in charge of “opers-
tions" for the division.

ARSI ol isSEhoS NS epl 38 Srash orgeh e
back on the state police deoing first aid
work and photography. I guess it fol-
lows the old saying that the grass al-
ways lcoks greener on the other side of
the street, but I have spent so many
years out of Connecticut that I guess
home-sickness finally has caught up with
me. Now that I have attained what was
always an ambition of mine, that is to
he Tant fermys el fiEenls SEEindNthakittlye
supposed feeling of elation is not there
and I would rather be a good c¢op back
home., Well Commissioner I know you are
always busy so I'll close sending my
best perscnal regards to you and the
Connecticut State Police.

Charles F. McCarthy
SEER L ile DN SMESRA

We 1live at #7 Laurel Park-Norwich.
Two doors away is a nice 1little family
of three - Nils, Margie end Michael
Pierson. Michael is about three years

His Mother tells me this one:

A couple of weeks ago she took him
to Sunday School -~ for the first time.
When she called for him at the conclu-
sion of the children's period, the first
thing he said to her was "Mom -~ why is
God up g0 hight" Like all good mothers
who have the answer always ready, che
replied "That's so he can watch over all

of age.

of us." Quick as a flash, Mike comes
back with "Humph, I thought the State
Police did that!" ---Contributed by

Lt. W. E. Mackenzie

TELLS THIEF TO MAXE JOB COMPLETE

New Haven, -- A dog's leash
ing in front of a Winter St.
this sign attached:

"Notice. Whoever stcle my dog---the
leash goes with it."

is hang-
house with




POLICE OFFICIAL TURNS PAINTER
(IN OILS) AT 52

Inspector Murphy Finishes 31 Works
in Year; Finds Art is Antidote to Cares

By Tom O'Hara

Deputy Inspector Francis X. Murphy,
who is 1in charge of the Police Depart-
ment's fleet of 400 motorcycle patrol-
men, explains how he took up oil paint-
ing. A year a0, when he was fifty-two,
he decided to paint a few pictures for
his apartment in off-duty hours and now
has thirty-one finished works.

As 2 child, Inspector Murphy recall-

he did pen-and-ink drawings and,
a patrolman in 1917,
contributed cartoons to "Spring 3100,"
the department's monthly house organ.
Now, when he isn't worrying about the
"lumps and bumps squad,” the patrolmen
who are injured on their  hazardous
motorcycle duty, he is completely sold
on oils.

"I never did an oil painting until a
year ago," the inspector said at his
home at 211 West 107th Street which is
embeliished with a number of his gay,
colorful landscapes and seascapes. "I
priced o¢il paintings I 1liked in the
galleries and found they cost $300 and
up. So I started dabbling in oils on
cardboard, and soon I was painting on
canvas."

ed,
since he Dbecams

Used Color Photographs

Equipped with a small color camera he
and his wife, Mary, motored to the near-
by countryside for 1likely subjects.
Using these photos, plus suggestions
from Swiss art calendars and other art
work, to say nothing of his imagination
Inspector Murphy painted pictures.

"I started star-gazing and watching
the clouds and ¢he sky," the inspector
explained. "Of course, many times I
wanted to go out but couldn't because
T had to stick close to the Jjob." In
the summer, he said, he and Mrs. Murphy
drove up around Beacon, N.Y., and took
many color photographs and obsgerved
natural colors,

His first three works

were called

!Twilightyr one- .fke~ sHudseny¥, “Whilte
Christmas” and "Blue Bridge." They
were given to friends, In his office
at the Motorcycle District 306 West

Fifty-fourth Street, is "Winter Glory,"
& wholly imaginative work which travel-
ers have identified with the Canadian
Rockies., He has Just finished a sesa-
scape called "Portland Head Light," a
blue and white Maine coast scene.

Voices Interest in Walker

Great interest was expressed by the
inspector in the work of Mickey Walker,
former professional middleweight boxing
champiou of the world, who took up art
two years ago and 1is favorably received
as a modern primitive artist.

"Mickey is very bright, very bold
with colors," Inspector Murphy said.
"] am a little more careful. I sort of
sneak up behind the picture.
makes - & -red, St iSaRiTe Wred
makes 4 blue, it is a brilliant
I go at it more conservatively."

The inspector is not interested in
financial gain. Cil painting, he said,
takes him away from the cares of his
job while at tlie same time keeping him
in close touch with his ofrice. He
holds a citation for bravery, awarded
in 1937. He tackled an armed holdup
man who had Jjust robbed a liquor store
at Broadway and Fifty-seventh Street
and fled into the PFifty-ninth Street
station of the Independent subway.

---N.Y. Herald Tribune

When he
blue.

Washington, -- President Truman said
that if he were starting a news-
paper he would want scme police report-
ers as basic members of his staff be-
cause of their ability to get facts.

Mr. Truman made +the statement to
members of Sigma Delta Chi, profes-
sional Jjournalistic Rraternivhy Siait-
tending their 28th annual conveution.
Laughing, the President gaid some
columnists are reporters who have got
so well off they "don't have to worry
about the facts."

When he
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CAR CAROLS by Berton Braley

illustrations by
R. Osborn

COMMON LAW ETIQUETTE

AFT}' R fou
S ALPHons/

Never mind what the statutes say-- With Good Manners in a car
Today, tomorrow and yesterday, It is quletly suggested
A Load of Stone has the right of way. You will safely travel far

And you won't be much arrested.

BACK SLAPPERS

Beware of the zombies, both female and male,
Who follow at fifty -- right smack on your tail!

THE VIPER ¥ SPARE THAT TIRE

The Traffic Snake squirms in and out Experience teaches

And out and in and round about; To skid a jalopy

Don't emulate, for 'evven's sake, So hard that 1t screeches
That silly asp, the Traffic Snake. Aln't clever, but sloppy!

(FORD TIMES)
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BODY ON SHOULDER, FIREMAN WAITS
FOR SHOW'S END TO PREVENT PANIC

Cincinnati, -- Fireman Walter Saul
sat through the double feature at a
neighborhood theater, but he didn't en-
Jov it ©because the hesd of a dead man
rested on his shoulder.

Mr. Saul gave tnis account of his
experience which 1left him "pretty
ghaky,"

Mr, and Mra. Saul entered the thea-

ter at the end of the vreviews and took
seats next to a Trlifty-eight-year-old
printer, and his six-year-old son.

A few minutes later, Mr. Saul felt
& head on his shculder and thinking the
printer had fallen asleep, attempted to

roise him. Mr. Saul, a former member
of the fire department's life-saving
squad, put his bead over the man's
heart,, checked his pulse and discovered

the man was dead.

The fireman said he decided to wait
for a bresk in the program bafore re-
moving the body because he "didn't want
to cause a disturbance that might have
led to a panic.”

The second picture over, Mr. Sasul
carried the body from the theater and
summoned an ambulance--after he told the
six-year-old boy who was unaware that
his father was dead, to go home and
bring his mother because "your father
is sick."

-

MOTCRIST WHO DIDN'T STOP AT
"STOP" SIGN COMMENDS COP WHO
LECTURED BIM ON SAFETY

By
Pete Magtronardi

A Bridgeport civic leader  whose
auto was halted by a policemen for
passing a stop sign in the west end a
fortnight ago, has commended the law-
enforcer by letter for his alertness
and courtesy.

Peliceman Domenic Costello,
ver of Headquarters  precinct,
driving along Maplewood avenue

a meme
was
atia

gcouter car when he- ohserved an autc
go through a stop sign at the busy
intersection. He gave chase  and
ordered the. driver. to. the side .of the
road.

Not knowing that the operator of the
¢ar was Harold R. Bikxler, national

chairman of the American Society of
Safety Engineers and former director of
the Naticnal Safety council, and at
present executive vice president of the
Bridgeport Chamber of Commerce, -~ the
policeman gave Bixler a long talk on
traffic safety precautions. This was
followed with a brief warning and then
Bixler was told he could continue on
his way.

As Bixler departed
the badge number of the
law,

The next day Superintendent of Po-
lice John A. Lyddy and Policeman Cos-
tello each received =z letter from Mr.
Bixler in which he lauded the police-
man's attention to duty.

In addition to praising the police-
man the letter agsserted that Bixler had
not intentionally made the violation
but at the time he passed the stop sign
it was dark and his mind had been
focused on a nearby traffic light.

The poiiceman, & member of the State

he Jjotted down
muardian of the

Police department prior to joining the
locel force, said last night he was go-
ing to frame his letter. Congratula-

tions Domenic.--Vox-Cop

FINGERPRINTS, FHOTOS OF POLICE
CANDIDATES TAKEN IN SPRINGFIELD

Springfield . deSomel—=wpalice Caiefl
Raymond P. Gallagher today ordered k5
candidates for appointment to the Po-
lice Department fingerprinted and
photographed <to make certain they have
unblemished past records.

Admitting this was the first time
in the department that such action was
taken, Gallagher said it was necessary
because of the large number of va-
cancies.
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“They Make Our Crossings Safe!”

say the police chiefs of 472 American cities

by Franklin M.

ou'LL BE SEEING him again this fall: Dick Jones. twelve

years old, standing on a curb, his arms outstretched.
holding back a group of boys and girls with school books
under their arms.

Dick is one of 325.000 boys and girls, just approaching
their teens, who are protecting the lives of children in some
3.500 cities in the United States. They are members of the
School Safety Patrol, identified to the world by their white
Sam Browne belts.

These kids have performed a miracle. They have reversed
a trend. They have knocked statistics silly.

Here's the fact:

When you and I, adult Americans, venture to cross a
street our chances of becoming victims of a trafhic accident
are 50 per cent greater today than they were back in 1922.

This doesn’t surprise us. It's just part of the tremendous
increase in car trafhc.

But when our grade-school youngsters start out for school,
their chances of being hit are far less than in 1922. Where
patrols operate, the hazard is almost zero.

Newark, N. J.. hasn't had a single school fatality at school
crossings in 30 years. Racine, Wisc., hasn’'t had an accident
of any kind at school crossings since its first patrol went
into action in 1926

In 35.000 grade schools, this fall, safety patrols arc now
being organized. They are gathering in school rooms under
a faculty adviser, listening intently while a special police
officer tells them:

“You boys and girls have been picked by your principal
because you are leaders who can win the respect and obedi-
ence of your classmates. You didn’t have to serve if you didn't
want to. or if your parents objected, but once you signed
your application, you pledged yourselves to do a job.

“You must report at school 15 minutes before morning
and afternoon starting hours, to march to your posts. At
morning and afternoon dismissals, you will be let out of
class Aive minutes early.

“Remember. when vou're on duty at the street corner,
you're not supposed to direct motorists. Stand on the curb.
facing the street. and when there's a lull in traffic. send the
children across. If a parked car prevents you from seeing
what's coming, step out into the street a couple of paces.
but no more than three . . .”

Reck

When your boy becomes a member of a safety patrol he is
trained under a plan worked out by the Amencan Automo-
bile Association. the National Safety Council. the National
Educational Association. and the Congress of Parents and
Teachers. A patrol member isn't permitted to take risks.
Prevention, rather than heroism. is the purpose of the
program.

A sURVEY of American cities of 10,000 population or over
recently completed by the FORD TIMES throws some new
light on the social contribution these boys and girls are
making.

The police chiefs of 25 percent of these cities were willing to
hazard an estimate of the number of accidents avoided by
patrolling of crossings. These police chiefs estimated
that there would have been 7,000 accidents at their
school crossings in 1946 had there been no patrols or
other supervision!

The national average might approach, on this basis. 30.000
accidents per ycar,

By contrast, about onc-half of all of the Amencan cities
in this population group were represented in answers to this
survey, and reported only 165 accidents in 1946 on
patrolled crossings.

About 18 percent of the police chiefs submitted estimates
on the number of fatalities that would have occurred at school
crossings had there been no patrols. Their estimate: 522
fatalities at school crossings in their cities alone had
there been no patrols!

Actually, there were only four fatalities among the re-
porting cities which included over 40 percent of the total
number of cities of this size

D 1cx Jones and his fellow patrol members not only save
lives and hospital bills, but they hels hold down the police
payroll. In the cities reporting in the FORD TIMES survey.
police heads estimate that they would need a combined total
of 7,000 additional men to duplicate the work of the school
patrols. Charles J. Kraft, Jr., of the New York Health
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Education Department, says: *"We would need four policemen
at each intersection to restrain boys and girls from dashing
off the curb ™

These are some of the reasons why police chiefs answered
questions asked in the survey in such numbers and with
such enthusiasm . . . why leonard Mills, police chief at
Pawtucket. R. 1., wrote: “Their service is simply inestim-
able.”” and Herbert T. Jenkins of Atlanta, Ga., stated flatly:
“We could not do without it.”

The traffic accident record for children from 5 to 14 years
old is the lowest of any age group except babies. [t might
be lower if all communities had adopted the official school
safety program.

What can your community do to help the Safety Patrol?

Considering the benefits, the cost of operating such a
program is insignificant. For cities of moderate size, the usual
expense 1s the salary of one officer plus a small amount for
inaidentals. Syracuse, N. Y.. for example, sets aside $4300.
In return for this investment, the city went through 1946
with just one accident at patrolled corners.

Detroit, third largest city. spent $51.878 in 1946. Wauke-
sha, Wisc.. laid out $90. In many cities. automobile clubs
sponsor the program. Civic clubs. PTA’s, and veterans
organizations may be counted on to pay for belts. badges.
and outings for patrol members.

ll YOUR CITY is interested, write the National Safety Coun-
cil. 20 North Wacker Drive, Chicago. lll., or the American
Automobile Association, Pennsylvania Avenue at 17th St..
N.W.. Washington, D.C., asking for the School Safety
Patrol plan. 3

Get the backing of the Board of Education, the school
administration, and the police department.

Plan from the outset to adopt the standard uniform and
signals. In that way, motorists from all parts of the nation
will be able to recognize a patrolman when they see one.

Make sure that. in each school. patrolmen are selected
as a recognition of merit. not as a punishment.

See that not only patrols but the student bodies get a
thorough course of training and safety conditioning. Sound
movies and much printed material are available both for
vatrol meetings and school assemblies.

"o provide outings and other rewards for patrolmen. Han-
mbal. Mo., collects $500 from its citizens and takes its
oatrols to St. Louis for a major league ball game. At Eau

laire. Wisc.,, Emmett Bennett., director of school police,
akes s boys and girls to a movie a month, a fall football
zame. a spring picnic, and a two-day jamboree at the state
‘unvention.

ihe most valued award of all is to send your patrols to
Washington, D. C., for the annual School Safcty Patrol
\ssembly. L.ast May. 15.000 patrol members from 14 states
paraded in the nation’s capital, met General Eiscnhower, and
enmpoyed a well-earned round of entertainment.

Plan your training to give patrol members pride in their
organization. San Francisco and San Diego, Calif., insist on
spotless uniforms, correctly worn. Their patrols march in
formation to their posts of duty. The best of them can dnll
like a crack Army platoon.

You WILL DISCOVER, as the program gets under way. that
one of the finest results is the development of character in
your own twelve-year-olds.

When a sewer blew up in Terre Haute, Ind., Jimmy
Truelove was patrolling a crossing near the Fairbanks
School. As fragments of pavement showered about him, his
instinct must have been to run. Instead. he rushed into the
street, herded four terrified children to safety, and remained
on guard to warn others from the spot. By the very nature of
its work, patrol duty teaches boys to think of others.

At Jamestown. N. Y., during a heavy snowstorm. a sec-
tion of pavement sank about two feet, creating an unusual
trafhic hazard. The boy on duty at that spot called to another
student to notify the principal, then remained overtime at
the sunken pavement to prevent snow-blinded motorists
from dropping into the hole. This boy had developed a civic
consciousness at the age of eleven.

WHAT ouR 325.000 patrolmen are learning about driving
habits, good and bad, will pay dividends for yecars to come.
Every day, these young people are standing on street curbs
watching all the foolish things people do with a car, and
forming their own judgment of such behavior. They see their
own classmates and friends endangered by too much specd.
by inattention. and chance-taking. When these boys and
girls begin driving themselves, they'll remember what they
learned as safety patrolmen.

Leonard Mills reports that Pawtucket. R. |. combines an
excellent safety program with a course of driver training. As
boys and girls graduate from patrol work. they learn to

drive under police supcrvision. In one year, 300 such double-
trained students were graduated and received their drivers’
licenses. In the full year following the issuance of the licenses,
not one of these 300 was involved in an accident.

Nobody knows exactly who organized the first school
Safety Fatrol. As carly as World War [, it became apparent
to public-spirited citizens that if automobile traffic were to
continue to increcase, while some 2,000.000 grade school
children attempted to ford the crowded streams of travel
without help. the toll in heartbreak would be more than the
public would tolerate. So here and there. students were
organized to guard their classmates. Since then, the program
has steadily grown.

It will continue to grow. For it pays dividends in more
ways than saving lives . . . dividends in youthful citizenship.,
thought for others, and driving wisdom.

( FORD TIMES)
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PROPERTY SEIZED IN
POLICE INVESTIGATION

Sec. 870f - DISPOSITION OF PROFERTY
HELD AS EVIDENCE, Any property held by
the state as evidence in, or in con-
nection with, a criminal prosecution or
investigation and unclaimed by the own-
er, or a legal representative of the
owner, within three years after final
disposition of such prosecution or in-
vestigation, may be disposed of by the
state's attorney of the county in which
such prosecution was brought or in-
vestigation had, with the approval of a
Judge of the superior court, by
auction, sale, destruction or other-
wise, as such state's attorney and said
court may deem proper, provided any
cash or currency of the United States
80 held and unclaimed shall be trans-
mitted by the state's attorney upon the
auction or sale of any such property
shall be accounted for by the state's
attorney to the court, and such sum,
minus actual expenses incurred 1in the
auction or sale of such property, shall
be transmitted forthwith to said treas-
urer and shall thereupon become part of
the general fund of the state.

Public officers not required to re-
turn to owner property held in good.
faith for evidence. State VS Magnano,
Conn. 97, Page 5k3.

An officer may not hold such prop-

erty indefinitely except, possibly
articles which can have only an unlaw-
ful use. Bruchal VS. Smith, Conn. 109,
Page 316.

A court before which a criminal cause
is brought has inherent power to direct
that evidence in the cause be returned
to the owner, delivered upon his order,
or otherwise disposed of when it 18 no
longer required for the purpose of
Justice. Conn. 109, Page 316.

A Police officer, in the absence of
expressed statutory sanction, cannot be
held 1liable as garnishee for personal
property which 1s being held as evi-

dence agalnst an accused person or as
to which there is a reasonable probabil-
ity that 1t will be so required, so long
as such condition continues. Conn. 109,
Page 316.

HARVARD STATE POLICE SEMINAR

By
Russell Starks CSP

As 1in the past several years the
Connecticut State Police Department was
again privileged to send officers to
the Seminar in Homicide Investigation
held Oct, 20-25 at the Harvard Medical
School 1in Boston, Mass, Lieut. Wil-
liam Mackenzie and Officer Russell
Starks attended the session just com-
pleted. Lieut. George Remer and Offi-
cer Edward Formelster will attend the
spring session.

It hes been a policy of the Commis-
sioner s8ince his earliest association
with this department to make available
to as many of 1its members as possible
the instructional facilities of the
finest schools and courses dealing in
police science. This course at Harvard
Medical School, which has now been
completed by thirteen of our department,
stands head and shoulders above any of
a simlilar nature offered anywhere in the
country.

Afforded those attending this sem-
inar is the knowledge to be gained from
the lectures of the instructors and
teaching facilities of a medical school
which ranks among the first five in the
world.

The sessions are held in the McGrath
Memorial Library, a library which has
the most abundant collection of books
on medical-legal subjects in the world.
Instruction 1s augmented by colored
glides, motion pictures and actual in-
struments used by pathologiste in their
investigations into crimes related to
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their field of endeavor.

Each lecturer provides with his talk
a mimeographed outline of 1ts salient
features. Looseleaf Dbinders are pro-
vided each student and in thase he re-
tains these outlines. He therefore has
at the conclusion of the course a ready
reference volume tc take back to his
station. Here, 1in concise form, 1is a
publication which has inestimable value
both to the graduate of the course and
to his brother officers in thg station
where he is assigned.

As in ell major crimes the modern
method of investigation into homicides
and unexplained deaths dcoes not fall to
one or two 'ace" investigators. The
ultimate responsibility for the final
presentation calls for participation by
a half dozen or more experts in their
particular field. The everyday police-
man--the so-called officer on the road,
if you widld--who 18 cognizant of the
many eventualities which may arise frem
a suddenly confronted crime scene, will
be better prepared to observe and pro-
tect items of pertinent evidence if he
can avail himself either directly or in-
directly of the teachings provided at
this Seminar.

As some of you may know, the guiding

hand and instigator of this course at
Harvard is a most gracious, motherly
wvoman--Mrs. Frances C. Lee, of New

Hampshire. She is Capt. Frances G. Lee,
of the New Hampshire State >Police De-
partment, and is accorded all the def-

erence, honors, and consideration which
go with that office. Many individuals
interest themselves in police depart-
ments and police work. But few, if any
have had the foresight and cormon sense
to be instrumental in creating a course
of instruction so valuable and worth-
while to policemen from over so wide a
territorial area.

Mrs. Lee has mede herself familiar
with police and police problems,. Her
comments are always pertinent, her
appreciation stimulating and construc-
tive. Yet what appeals most to the
average officer 1is the fact that ahe

renounces the usuel lsyman's ideas of
thrills, excitement -and romance sup-
posedly connected with police work. BShe
has interested herself in their work
from the professional angle alone.  She
hes recognized a field wherein she could
make a contribution both from a material
and financial standpoint. To add that
this contribution is worth while 1is a
masterpiece of understatement.

Captain Lee spends hours through the
long New Hampshire winters making the
model simulated crime scenes which are
shown the students at the Seminar.
They are built to scale, correct to the
smallest detail, and exhibited under
gless., A written set of circumstances
and infcocrmation is given the student.
Fe must employ his powers of obser-
vation and endeavor to tell what
heppened and if possible who did it,
The subsequent relating of what actu-

ally happened by the instructors tests
your abilities or lack thereof. The
majority of +the scenes are based on
actual crimes and the outcome is a

metter of record and indisputable.

The officers at this session had an
unscheduled treat when Dr. LeMoyne
Snyder, patholegist for the Michigan
State Police and asuthor of one of the
best books of its kind--"Homicide In-
vestigation”, gave an off-the-record
2nd behind-the-scenes talk on the
Overell trial recently completed in
Los Angeles, Dr. Snyder was an expefrt
witness for the state in this trial,
one of the longest murder trials in the
history of Americen courts. It consumed
20 weeks and testimony taken is bound in
6,000 pages.

Tt is unfortunate that more Connecti-
cut Stete Folice officers cannot attend
this course. I am sure that if it were
left to the Commissioner there would be
more., The limitation is by reason of
the available quarters, size, and other
commitments of the teaching staff, etc.
It hag been indicated that this situa-
tion may be changed. In the meantime,
about all T can do is proffer the con-
tents of my notebook to any state police
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officer who cares to look at it or refer
to it for some special case he may
have under investigation.

Following is the roster of this fall
class just completed:

Det. Sgt. John Welch Blizzard,
Delaware State Police; Insp. Wilfred H.
Clark, Ontario Provincial Police;
Trooper Carroll Edward Cook, Maryland
State DPolice; Sgt. Albert C. Elmore,
Virginia State Police; Det, Insp. Ray-
mond L. Foley, Massachusetts State Po-
lice; Trooper Clifton F. Hildreth, New
Hampshire State Police; Sgt. Lloyd H.
Hoxie, Maine State Police; Det. Arthur
V. Jones, Pennsylvania State Police;
Sub. Insp. Carl Ledoux, British Colum-
bia Provincial Police; Trooper George
A, McKeagney, New Hampshire State Po-
lice; Insp. Harold L. Kemp, New York
State Police; Lieut. Jochn Francis
Kennedy, Rhode Island State Police;
Insp. Robert J. McDowell, New York
State Police; Det. Carl L. Lawrence,
Delaware State Police; Lieut. Wm. E.
Mackenzie, Connecticut State Police;
Off. Andrew E. Monti, Vermont State
Police; Det. Insp. Cornelius J. O'Leary,
Massachusetts State Police; Trooper l/C
Preston B, Rowland, Maryland State Po-
lice; Lieut. Harold Shipree, Rhode
Island State Police; and Off. Russell
N. Starks, Connecticut State Police.

HICKEY SPEAKS TO HARVARD CRIME GROUP

Col. Edward J. Hickey, commissioner
of state police, last month traveled tc
Boston to address the seminar in homi-
cide investigation for state police at
the department of legal medicine of the
Harvard Medical school.

Hickey's topic of discussion was
airplanes and airplane accidents.
He stressed the importance of speed

in getting to the scene of the crash,
and methods of operation in rescuing
survivors from the wreckage before the
gspread of fire.

Tne commissioner used as one of his

examples the. plane crash that occurred
in Cheshire about a year ago.

The seminar, an annual affair, lasted
for five days, and was attended this
year by two members of the Connecticut
State Police--Lieut. William Mackenzie,

commander of Groton  Dbarracks, and
Trooper Russell Starks.
They were selected to attend oy

Hickey for reasons of record and apti-
tude,

Other Connecticut troopers who have
attended the seminar in recent years
include Lieuts. Adolph Pastore and Al-
bert Rivers, Det. Sgts. Francis Mangan,
William Menser, Harold Washburn and
Edward Shedroff, Dets. Sam Rome and
John Doyle, and Sgts. William Sullivan,
John Lawrence and Osmus Avery.

All these men returned to the sem-
inar's last day this year, for the
reunion, election of officers and ban-
quet.

Capt.
ber of the
Department,
an active role
seminar,

Other
structional
S. Breyfogle,
Virginia; Dr.
of Medicine,

Frances G. Lee, feminine mem-
New Hampshire State Police

has for some years played
in the direction of the

famous members of the in-
staff include Dr. Herbert
chief medical examiner of
Frank R. Dutra, College
University of Cincinnati;

Dr. Russell §. Fisher, Harvard Medical
School; Dr. Richard Ford, Harvard Medi-
cal School; Dr. Milton Helpern, medi-
cal examiner's officer, N.Y.C.; Dr.
Walter W. Jetter, Harvard Medical
School.

John G. Lee, United Aircraft Corp.;
Dr. Ralph E. Miller, Dartmouth Medical
School; Dr. Alan R. Moritz, Harvard
Medical Schoel; Dr. LeMcyne Snyder,
Michigan State Police; TFrank Stratton,
Boston City Police; Dr. Joseph T.

Waelker, Massachusetts State Police, and
Justice Harold P. Williams of the Mass.
supreme court.

John Lee, of the United Aircraft in
East Hartford, with Hickey a member of

the s8taff, also perticipated in the
discussion of airplanes and airplane
accidents.



NEED FOR POLICING OF RURAL SECTICONS
EXPANDS STATE COFP ROLE
IN 37 STATES

Bigger and better-trained
LleE forees)

state po-
are pushing a new offensive

against highway hijacking and other
rural crime. State police in 37 states
now have full police powers and are

spending some $42 million a year to curb

crime outside cities as well as enforce
highway traffic laws. The 11 states
where state troopers are still confined

to highway patrol duties exclusively ars
spending another 13 million annually for
that purpose alone.
" Need for stricter law enforcement
outside city 1limits plus increase of
travel on rural highways has caused some
state police departments 65) almost
double their forces since the war. The
expanded agencies are adopting vigorous
new programs for training personnel in
crime investigation and accident preven-
tion and are buying new autc, radio and
other equipment at a capacity rate.
Recovering from wartime manpower
shortages, state police and highway pa-
trol agencies in the 48 states have
scored z 40 per cent personnel increase

since 1944k, Nearly 14,000 men are now
employed by these agencies. Biggest
state police force 1in the nation is

Pennsylvania's, with 1,361 troopers and
139 civilian enmployes. The unit has
full police authority.

Radio-equipped state police vehicles
have increased 84 per cent since, 19kh,
Now 5,590 state police cars are equipped
with two-or three-way radic and are in-
valuable in coping with hijacking of
farm produce on the way to markets,
thefts in farm and rural areas, and oth-
er crime-cn-wheels. Forward strides in
this field have been swift since Federal
allocation of 103 new peolice radio chan-
nels last year.

Though state police and highway pa-
trol agencies still suffer from the car
shortage, the number of vehicles op-
erated Dby these units increased from
6,254 to 7,537 in the past two years.
State police, operating over long dis-

-public relations.

tances and often in remote areas, are
finding autos more effective than motor-
cycles for most uses. In consequence,

the number of motorcycles used by
troopers is declining.

Training of state police, both
rookies and veterans is becoming much

more intensive, with emphasis on crime
investigation, accident prevention and
Fiorida rookies go
five-week training
schedule Dbvefore being assigned Jobs.
Delaware troopers now get 17 weeks
training. The Northwestern University
IBPELIE It Institute and several state
universities are training state police.

through a tough

SPEEDER GIVES THANKS
TO ARRESTING OFFICER

Middletown, -- A motorist paid a $15
fine in City Court with thanks to the
policeman who arrested him.

Bligah K Hhbbalds i iseT 1177 Bess
pect Avenue West Hartford, pleading
guilty to & charge of speeding, said
that because of a faulty speedometer he
didn't realize he was traveling 70 miles
an hour,

He then turned to State Policeman
Vernon Gedney, the arresting officer,
thanked him for stopping him and praised
him for doing his duty.

If Gedney experienced any surprise,
he covered it with a broad grin.

flsewhere in this issue appears a
reproduction of a newspaper photo of the
beauteous Esther Williams being present-
ed with a hat by Officer Kimball, In
the accompanying footnote and article
Officer Kimball who is famous in his own
right as a speaker, preacher, baker (pie
that is, not cake), etc. is bestowed the
given name of Alfred In order to avoid
a great many good-natured chidings and
for the sake of accuracy we wish to make
a correction. It should be Albert not
Alfred.
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POLICE CENSOR COUGHLIN, HOWEVER,
WANTS BRIDGEFORT PEOPLE TO FORGET
TOUCHY ENIGMA

Lt. Joseph Coughlin, the Bridgeport
police department's movie censor who
put the hex on "The Outlaw" but okayed

"Forever Amber," wishes everybody would
forget the whole thing.

"The more you stir up people about a
movie,” he mourns, "the more business
you make for it."

"I hear a lot of people went to see
"Amber" and were disappointed,” he
added with mild satisfaction.

The reason 'Amber' got by whereas
"The Outlaw" didn't, according to
Coughlin, wasn't Jjust because Linda

Darnell hasn't got what Jane Russell
has.

In fact, "The OQutlaw's" non-accep-
tance was based almost entirely on the
galacious advertising that preceded
its appearance.

Stirred by "The Outlaw's" advance
reputation, local groups, including
clergymen and laity, made it their

business to reglster protests with the
police departiment.

They were especially burned because
in this area Bridgeport was the only
city where "The Outlaw" was scheduled
to be shown.

These official protests, plus a few
scenes in questionable taste, were
enough to kill the film with Coughlin.

"We had something to hang our hat on
if we had to go to court," is the way
he puts 1it.

In the case of "Amber" there wasn't
so much as &a peep of protest made be-

fore the film bowed in at the local
theater.

But he's got a few worde to say a-
bout the movie industry, in general,

which he charges hasn't been turning out
enough good pictures lately.

"They don't have the punch, they
used to have," says the veteran morals
minder,

"And people aren't going to the
movies the way they used to.

"That's because the movies aren't
giving 'em what they want to see.

"Pictures don't have to be off

color to make money.
"They just have to be entertaining."”

HARD TC DISCOURAGE

The gambler is never discouraged.
Fven now as New York police are staging
one of the greatest campaigns In the
history of the metropolis to clean up
racing bookles and operators of num-
bers games, these same Tin Horn sports,
as Comsr. Wallander calls them, are
giving expression to the bellef that
the "heat" will soon be off. They are
firmly convinced that reform 1is so
short lived that they will soon be do-

ing business again at the same old
stand.

Waterbury has 1its counterpart of
what goes on in New York. Gambling
persists here in 8pite of police ef-

forts to stemp 1t out. Only recently

three men were arrested on the charge
of making book. We would not pre-
Jjudge this trio but we can certainly

say that they were foolhardy 1f they
did tseake bets here in the face of the
determination of ©State's Atty. William
B. Fitzgerald to eliminate gambling in
Waterbury. Only a few months ago
several railds were staged by Waterbury
police. The offenders were arraigned
before the bench and the court did
everything but throw the book at them.
The fines and sentences imposed were
severe when compared to those passed out
in former years. But such 1is the en-
ticement of easy money that book making
persists. The only answer to the
challenge of the bookmakers is constant
vigilance and prompt action on the part
of the police.--Waterbury American
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WALLANDER SAYS BRUTALITY TAILK IS
EXAGGERATED

"The recent unfavorable publicity the
New York Police Department received in
connection with alleged police brutal-
ity may demoralize some policemen to
such an extent that they may start look-

ing the other way in some cases to keep
put of trouble," sezid Police Commission-
er Arthur Wallander when he recently

addressed the Men's Club of St. George's
Episcopal Church at & Communion break-
fast.

"Judging by the unfavorable publicity
the Police Department is receiving, you
would think that our whole poiice force
had suddenly fallen down and was going
around batting every head they saw,"”
Commissioner Wallander said.

He then pointed out that New York
City has "characteis" who sometimes re-
sist arrest to such an extent that the
patrolman attempting to make the arrest
is the one who is hurt.

"We don't want policemen to be flat-
tened when making an arrest," Commis-
gioner Wallander said. "The law gives
a patrolman the right to use force when
necessary to make an arrest. The force
in some case may be excessive, but who
are we to say that the force was ex-
cessive if we weren't there and don't
know the circumstances in the case."

He asked the public to reserve
Jjudgement in cases where police brutali-
ty 1is charged until the incident has
been thoroughly investigated.

"You have a good police force," he
said. "It is made up of God-fearing
honest men. The chief ambition of many
policemen 18 to have a little home in
Queens and raise a family in a righteous
and religious way."

THE UNFIXED FIX
A couple of the boys from the big
town decided to move in. After casing
the terrain they probably saw 1in the
Naugatuck Valley, practically virgin
territory. One can almost imagine them

‘reporting back to the boss. "It's like
striking oll, Boss, The yokels are
practically without the kind of service

we are set up to give them.” Only one
more little detail to attend to: the
fix, That's old stuff, Just walk in,
show a handful of the green stuff,
watch the hick cop's eyes bulge with
greed, and then sell him. Cops? A

dime a dozen.
The trouble is, the cop's eyes didn't
bulge cut with greed. He sort of took

it in his stride, though he seemed in-
terested enough. At least he wanted to
get the details, You could  hardly
blame the boys for wanting to make a

quick tour of the Naugatuck Valley af-
ter transacting their business. After
all, it's mighty pretty at this season
of the year, and a fellow never knows
when he might run into a nice little
spot that he can mark down as a poten-
tial business §ite.

But don't say anything about Connec-
ticut hospitality after what happened.

Bere this Lieutenant Victor Clarke of
the Bethany Barracks goes and arranges
g reception committee for departing
guests. It would be interesting to

know what Messrs. Benedetto and Taudb
think about the whole thing. They'll
probably have a wonderful opportunity
to think the matter over and, perhaps,
to brocd a bit about the fix that some-
how became unfixed.

As a result, Louis Benedetto and
Williem Leonard Taub of Park Avenue and
Fifth Avenue, respectively, described

by State Police Commiszsioner Edward J.
Hickey as '"prominent New York racket-
eers" are being held for "conspiracy to

bribe a police officer, and to hamper
and obstruct Jjustice." Connecticut
Jjustice, that is.--Hartford Courant

GAMBLER'S BODY FOUND IN TRUNK
OF. DETROIT CAR

Detxgit,--The rope-trussed body of
35-year-old Gust Andromalos, described
by police as a gambler, was found re-
cently 1in the trunk of his automobile
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on an East Side street.

Pclice quoted friends as saying An-
dromalos was last seen Oct. 29 in a
downtown coffee house district.

Officers said acquaintances told them
he nad $30,000 in his pockets at that
WA The only money fourd on the body
was two pennies although the fingers
bore two large diamond rings.

Andromales' arms and legs were bound
behind his back and the legs drawn up by
a rope looped twice around the neck,

Police said death apparently resulted
from strangulation since the only mark
on the body was a bruised nose.

Inspector Joseph V. Krug of the Spe-
cial Investigator Squad said 'we were
pretty sure he was in the numbers rack-
et."

We don't want it to happen here and
to prevent any such case it behooves
every law enforcement  officer in
Comnecticut to be ever vigilant in the
verformance of duty.--Vox-Cop

"SOME ARE WISE, AND SOME ARE OTHERWISE"

Every now and then some  incident
happens upon the highway where a motor-
ist is stranded or in distress. Hun-
dreds of instances of this kind have
received the prompt and courteous at-
tention of Connecticut State Police
patrol officers. By custom and tradi-
tion the good police officer will in-
variably stop, 1inquire and investigate
such circumstances. Vox-Cop has re-
ported month after month, year after
year letters of appreciation from grate-
ful pedestrians and motorists who have
received assistance beyond the call of
duty.

Frankly speaking, complaints of in-
attention of such matters have become
S0 ghianesisha Swhent ogedSwsaabrousht s te
notice it becomes conspicuous. One in-

cident, however, not receiving proper
attention by an officer destroys all
the good accomplished by the cther two

hundred and ninety-nine. "Lets look at

the record.

Afsndibiuibantt: 30, 2PN dson  JUly 220« wa
motorist, traveling on one of the state
highways suddenly became vioclently ill.
Weak and exhausted, he pulled over to
the side of the road. It was a clear,
bright day, and dayligant time as you
may recall. The sick man turned on his
headlights in the hope that he would
attract a passing officer or motorist.
Several motorists passed but only one
stopped, and found the sick man almost
unconscious. The goocd samaritan managed
to get the home telephone number of the
stricken motorist and going to the near-
est house telephoned to the ill wman's
wife and daughter who responded post-
haste. A doctor was hastily sumnoned.
He ordered an ambulance 8hortly after
S EFEIEE En Tee BeEEE: With the am-
bulance approaching the group on the
side of the road, along came a state po-
lice car c¢perated by a uniformed state
policeman, merrily rolling alcong as he
evidenced no interest SR CRHE Sy
All of the zood samaritans watched the
state police car go by. They saw the
state police markers, and the uniform,
Yes, and one perscn was alert enough to
recognize the insignie of the American
Red Cross fastened to the license
plates, Rushing the victim to the hos-
pital, the doctor found that the sick
motorist was stricken with rtomaine
poisoning. Before the evening had pro-
gressed very far, he learned that more
than fifty persons who had attended a
luncheon that day were likewise stricken
and required medical attention. We know
but the one who had been stricken along
the highway and ignored by a state po-
IS EREitfsilcent

It required several days to establish
the identity of that officer. His ex-
cuse proved to be most unsatisiactory.
The disciplinary action taken will never
compensate for the unfavorable reactions
expressed by the group standing on the
highway when a thoughtless state police-
man passed up the opportunity to uphold
the tradition and splendid rsputation of

(s SR SR
Once again let us remind each gnd
every member of this department of the

following paragraph in the Code of Hon-
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or:

"T will help those in danger or dis-
tress, and at all times conduct myself
so a8 to uphold the honor of the Depart-

ment."

"FOOL ME ONCE, SHAME ON YOU
FOOL ME TWICE, SHAME ON ME."

During the late summer, a Hartford
County resident waa troubled with bees
in his attic. The 3warm gained en-
trance through a small holie and picked
out a correr of the attic to build their
hive, The property owner phoned the
local police and getting nowhere called
the nearest state police barracks for
asgsistance in clearing out the hive.
Imagine his surprise when he was in-
formed that bee clearing was not within
state police duties. "Call the TFire
Department” was the police response.
Then the Assistant Chief of the Fire
Department, who had never had any ex-
perience with bees in his many years of
fire service, being called, came to the
rescue when he vremembered that a good
neighbor was a former apiarist. The
chief caliled him for assistance,. Then
things began to happen. The attic was
darkened, persuading the Queen Bee and
her retinue +to leave ard alight on a
tree in the front yard.- Folks began to
gather including the sidewalk superin-
tendents. The ex-apiarist garbed in
his protective netting, climbed a lad-
der and was able to trap the Queen bee
in a box. The hundreds of bees natu-
rally followed the Queen into the trap
and the large gallery of spectators
cheered.

Another good samaritan interested in
bees, came Forward and accepted the
swarm of bees.

DUMAIS CNCE CONFESSED
"BLACK DARLIA" SLAYING,

Arrested In Morals Case

Springfield, Mass. -- Joseph A. Du-

Meis, 30, of Claremont, N. H., who ear-
lier this year provided a hoax confes-
gion to the "Black Dahlia" sex murder in
Los Angeles, was arrested at a hotel
here early this month with a Miss Jean
Ayers on a morals charge,

Police said the pair had been living
in a pup tent near Worcester and went to
the hotel Jjust before Armistice Dey.
While a soldier at Fort Dix, N. J., Du-
Mais told authorities he murdered pretty
Miss Elizabeth Short of Medford and left
her body in a Los Angeles lot last Jan-
uary. Miss Short was known by the so-
briguet of '"Black Dahalia" because of
her fondness for black garments and
accessories whicn accentuated her pale
coloring.

Dumais was held in
days last winter until his '"confession"
was proved a hoax. Vox-Cop trusts
Springfield P. D. sends him anywhere but
"South of the border".

custody for 22

NO VANDALISM

There have been so many deplorable
instances of vandalism lately  where
cloth-headed kids wrecked echools and
other buildings, that it's interesting
to note that boys can have fun with
their elders without smashing things up.

Edgar Curtis of Salem Willows, got a

boot ouvt of watching a crowd of eight
boys operate near his home on Hallow-
e'en. They chose the dimmest spot on

the street between a couple of street
lights and divided into teams of four
boys each.

When an automcbile approached they
started an imaginary tug of war. The
four boys on each gide of the street
assumed the positions of straining on
the non-existant rope. The driver would
come to a dead stop and sound his horn,
but the kids gave him no recognition as
they leaned Dbpackward with tense arms
and emitted grunts and groans.

When the driver seemed to have had
enough one of the boys would stroll in-
to the street through the space where
the rope was supposed to be stretched.
It didn't help the tempers of the 4ri-
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vers to learn they had been hoagxed bhut
no one was hurt.

There are some other places in
Connecticut where the energy and incli-
nations wasted on stone throwing in and
at residences could be abandoned or
frustrated and these "tugs of war"

substituted.--Vox-Cop.

"BEWARE OF ALL ENTERPRISES THAT
REQUIRE NEW CLOTHES." --THOREAU

We note with interest the Yankee
Pedlar's column in the Waterbury Repub-
lican of November 9, 1947 which follows:

"CLOTHES DO NOT MAKE
STATE TROOPER"

You have to hand it to Comsr., Edward
J. Hickey and the Connecticut State
troopers. The other day there came to
the Pedlar's desk a specially addressed
envelope bearing the latest dissue of
Vox-Cop, the State Police magazine.
Featured in the publication was an
article about state police uniforme
which appeared in this c¢olumn several
weeks ago. The piece was critical of
the dress of the Nutmeg troopers, par-
ticularly their summer attire which
calls for "Bring 'em Back Alive" Jungle
hats and incongrucus ties, The account
went on to say that every commissioner
has tinkered with the outfits but none
has succeeded in achieving the snappy,
practical appearance reflected in the
dress of the New Yorx troopers.

Vox-Cop's editor didn't disagree with
the criticism (how could he?) but he ob-
served correctly that clothes don't make
the state trooper any more than they do
the gentleman. Members of the force, he
wrote, are more concerned about fair
salaries, decent retirement benetits,
good working conditions and efficient
equipment -than +they are about a Brooks

Bros. touch in their suits. Speaking
for his associates, the trooper-editor
observed that all of these facters, in

Connecticut,
vice employment,

add up to good public ser-
which is something the

trocpers are happy to be able to say
that they have.

While on the subject of State Police
and Just to show that it is as easy to
throw a nosegay as a scallion, it should
be said that the lifesaving training
which the troopers get is well worth
whatever it costs in the way of state
taxes. The demonstration put on by
Comsr. Hickey's men at Lake Quassapaug
last September was an enlightening per-
formance. Many are still wondering,
however, whether the "drowning victims"
of the water carnivsl got off with any-
thing short of double pneumonia. The
exhibition was staged by a staff of
picked troopers, but the fact is that
any member of the force 1is capable of
doing the same thing if given half a
chance at a rescue.

"DETECTIVE PROVES HIS WORK
IS NEVER DONE"

A detective's work 1s never done was
proven again by Detective Sergeant W, T.
Regan of the New Haven Police Depart-
ment on his day off recently when he
arrested an alleged thief on Crown
Sitsrec i Just two weeks egrlier, while
alsc enjoying another day off, ERegan
started an investigation which involved
a series of Dburglaries in New Haven
which dated back to 1945.

Strolling along Orange Street late
one afternoon, Detective Regan sudden-
ly spotted one Owen Joyce leisurely

walking along, and knowing his record,
the detective decided to keep an eye on
him, As Joyce entered a Crown Street
entrance of a furniture company, Regan
concealed himself behind a car and wait-
ed for Joyce to come out, His sus-
picions were Jjustified when a few min-
utes later Joyce emerged with a table
radio under his arm. Stepping up to
him, Regan cleared his voice and said,
"Hello Ovmey." The startled radio
carrier attempted to give Regan the ra-
dio with the remark, "Here, you take the
radic and let me go." The alert de-
tective, needless to say, prouptly
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"gromykoed™ this subject and placed
Joyce under arrest charging him with
théft of goods exposed for sale. Regan
said, "The nerve of this féllow steal-
ing a radio and walking nonchalantly
past two store employes."

Thieves and burglars have little re-
spect for working schedules, leave days
or vacations and it seems like old times
to have a detective enjoying a "bus-
man's holiday."

"ONE MAN WITH COURAGE
MAKES A MAJORITY"

Grand ZExalted Ruler L. A. Lewis of
the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks, who hails from California, made
his official visit to Connecticut Elks
on November 1, The Connecticut State
Elks Association entertained the Grand
Exalted Ruler at their annual banquet
at the Hotel Taft, New Haven.

Grand Exalted Ruler Lewis 1is an elo-
quent speaker and was given a cordial
reception by more than five hundred
members of Elk Lodges in Connecticut,
which included a large number of local
and state police officers.

Grand Exalted Ruler Lewis, 1in his
remarks, iIincluded a denunciation of ob-
scene shows and immoral exhibitions, by
fraternal organizations and his timely
remarks met the acclaim and spontaneous
approval of the gathering.

He 1likewise condemned highly com-
mercialized gambling and called upon
Connecticut Elks to fully cooperate
with him in prohibiting such perfor-
mances in the Elk's Lodges in Connecti-
GutE In fact he asked the members to
lead the wa, for clean and wholesome
entertainment and pointed out that the
Elks could render a great service tc
their communities by refusing to allow
such affairs.

The charming Californian demonstrated
that he had the courage of his con-
victions when he sounded such a warn-
ing and he pointed out that such affairs

could be brought to a halt by the aid
of law enforcement and timely publicity.
He was given the assurance that Connec-
ticut Elkdom would cooperate with him
in this&rusade and that law enforce-
ment had glready demonstrated that no
exceptions would be made in enforcing
the moral laws of the state.

It was most refreshing to hear one
of our National Leaders express his be-
liefs of this dastardly business

(3

STATE'S ATTORNEY PRAISES FAIRNESS OF
STATE POLICE

New Haven, -- (Special) -- The fair-
ness of the Connecticut State Police in
dealing with accused persons was cited
in Superior Court here November 13, by
State's Attorney Abraham S. Ullman.

Counsel for James O. Buteau of Meri-
den, on trial for murder, had claimed
that statements by his client had been
under duress.

Addressing the
saigd:

"Now, your honor, I want to say this,
that for some six and one-half days we
have been 1listening to intermittent
claims of wunfairness towards this ac-
cused, of things that he was subjected
to, of the violation of constitutional
rights, of forced confession, of psycho-
logical treatment. We have heard lots
of talk about it, but no evidence what-
soever., Now, T say this, if your honor
please, that these six and one-half days
have not by any means been a waste of
time, because 1t succeeded in demon-
strating something that we who are close
to the ©State Police have known for a
long time: and that is their readiness
to be fair and straightforward and hon-
est with an accused person, and not to
take advantage of him, or of his incar-
ceration or of his presence with them.
I think that that has been amply demon-
strated finally, at large, in a court of
this state, and I think that it descrves
to be spread upon the record."”

court, Mr, Ullman



@ode of Honor
of the
@onnectiont State Police

The traditions and splendid reputation of the Connecticut State Police
are incorporated in the following code of honor, to which all members
of the Department subscribe by word and deed:

“] am a Connecticut State Policeman—a soldier of the law.
To me is entrusted the honor of the Department.

“I will serve the State of Connecticut honestly and faithfully
and, if need be, lay down my life as others have donc rather
than swerve from the path of duty.

“] will be loyal to my superiors, obey the law and enforce
the law without discrimination as to class, color, creed or
condition, and without fear or favor.

“I will help those in danger or distress, and at all times con-
duct myself so as to uphold the honor of the Department.”




