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@ode of Honor
of the
@Qonnectiont State Police

The traditions and splendid reputation of the Connecticut State Police are
incorporated in the following code of honor, to which all members of the
Department subscribe by word and deed:

“I am a Connecticut State Policeman — a soldier of the law.
To me is entrusted the honor of the Department.

“I will serve the State of Connecticut honestly and faithfully
and, if need be, lay down my life as others have done rather
than swerve from the path of duty.

“I will be loyal to my superiors, obey the law and enforce
the law without discrimination as to class, color, creed or
condition, and without fear or favor.

“I will help those in danger or distress, and at all times con-
duct myself so as to uphold the honor of the Department.”

JOHN C. KELLY

Commissioner
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Meriden Police Department

Renders Many Diverse Services To Citizens

When Meriden marked its centennial
50 years ago, the Police Department was
composed of 18 men. During the succeed-
ing half-century, the department has
kept pace with the growth of the popu-
lation and progress of the city. Today,
the department consists of 88 superiors
and patrolmen, 25 active supernumerar-
ies, and modern facilities for maintain-
ing law and order.

The Police Department is commanded
by Chief Michael B. Carroll, who became
chief on August 1, 1932. This was dur-
ing the administration of the late Fran-
cis T. Maloney, mayor, who later became
a U.S. Senator.

The creation of the Police Depart-
ment occurred in September of 1868,
when the Common Council, with Mayor

Charles Parker at the head, voted to re-
place the congtabulary with a permanent
and regularly paid force to '"meet the
growing demands for better police pro-
tection.” This official department con-
sisted of a chief and three patrolmen.

Williem Hagadon was the first chief
appointed. He was made chief on Sep-
tember 28, 1868. Roger M. Ford, George
Van Nostrand and OSamuel N. Beach were
the three patrolmen.

Chief Carroll is the 12th chief to
head the department since its creation.

The present chief recalls that when he
took command of the department in 1932,
there were no police cars, teletype

machine, no radio system, and only three
telephones.

Chief Carroll was captain of detec-
tives when he was appointed to head the
Police Department. He took command of
a force of 38 officers and patrolmen and
15 supernumeraries. Chief Carroll suc-
ceeded Chief James H. Burke, who was re-
tired on pension in 1932.

Today the department has seven police
cars, of which one 1s used by the chief
and another by the Detective Bureau,

which 1is headed by Captain Walter L.
Kurcon. Captain Kurcon i1s also the de-
puty chief.

There are nine telephones, a teletype
machine, and a radio system in the de-
partment. An important phase of police
work 18 fingerprinting. The National
Bureau of Identification was started in
1928, and the department became a con-
tributing member.

In 1928, when automobile traffic be-
came a very serious problem motorcycles
and automobiles were made part of the
equipment of the department. Today the
department has a meter division which
includes a station wagon for the col-
lection of coins from the parking meters
and three three-wheel motorcycles to
check on parking violators.

The Police and Fire Signal Department
is headed by Captain Charles Zimmer, and
the work of this department includes the
installation and maintenance of traffic
lights, the signal system and road
signs.

A recent creation within the Police
Department is the Records Division,
headed by Lt. Lewis V. Aloia as Superin-
tendent of Records. The department also
has two female secretaries.

The Police Department today is engag-
ed 1in a multitude of functions, and a
varlety at that. The activities of the
department are too numerous to 1ist in
RIS g andisas Rey Swdilbisuficelt traffic
control, investigation of complaints of
major and minor crimes and even nulsan-
ces, school patrol duty, policing fires,

investigation of traffic accldents, ac-
cidental deaths and suicides, escort
duty, search for missing persons, se-
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curing doctors in emergencies, and tes-
tifying in court whenever necessary.

The present chief was born in Middle-
field on October 8, 1882--Th years ago.
He is a big man, tall, military in car-
riage, and a respected disciplinarian.
He 1s on duty daily.

Back around 1906 the department was
considered one of the best in the state,
and its maintenance cost the city
$20,000 a year. The department can
still be considered one of the best, but
because of its size and many activities
its budget runs in the six figures. Ap-
propriations for running the department
this year total $475,019.

The department now conducts a Police
School for the orientation of new po-

licemen. The " nilelfeds. SO pliet Shelsce
School idea originated under Chief Car-
relittsiFrnedacesseme FEikic =% Bunkichmissin
1931. At that Police School amounted
to the calling in of two outside law

enforcement officers to instruct the
men.

Todzy the school operates
supervision of Chief Carroll, assisted
by several of his men, and lectures on
many legal aspects of police work are
given by local authorities, such as the
judges and prosecutors, in addition by
members of the FBI and State Police.

The Gamewell Signal System, whereby
patrolmen on Dbeats come into contact
with headquarters periodically, was in-
stalled in 1890. This was considered a
very important Iimprovement ir police
work. Until the introduction of this
system, a patrolman went out on his
beat and heard no more of headquarters
until his day was over, unless, of
course, he had made an arrest.

The fingerprint system for the iden-
tification of criminals was inaugurated
in 1911. At that time the system was
laughed at and its proponents were call-
ed visionary. But it has become an in-
dispensable factor in police work.

under the

Following the creatior of the Meri-
den Police Department, the second man

to become chief was Samuel N. Beach, ap-
pointed ‘to that positiorn- op~ June 21,

1869. He was chief until January 10,
1876. Appointed chief to succeed Beach
was Albert I. Otis, who commanded the

department until January 15, 1878.. Next

came Frank G. Bolles as chief. He re-
signed from the department February 5,
1883.

Bolles' successor was Roger M. Ford,
who took the reins on February 5, 1883.

Ford, 1like Beach, was one of the <first
paid patrolmen. Ford reigned as chief
until he retired on April 18, 1898

On April 30, 1898, Captain George

Van Nostrand, another first paid patrol-
man when the department was created, was
promoted to succeed Ford. Under Van
Nostrand, it was soon brought to a high
standard of efficiency. Chief Van Nos-
trand resigned February 1, 1906, and he
was succeeded by Charles B. Bowen, who
was given the post of chief on March 1
in ket yeaws

O TSAREE PRI BiS20nmethemtdepantment
fell under the command of James J. Lan-
drigan, who remained chief until he died
on August 25, 1926. Landrigan's Dpost
wvas filled by John J. McGovern, who was
the oldest police officer in years of
service in the State of Connecticut.

McGovern resigned and retired on pen-
sion on February 2, 1927. The following
day William D. Thayer became the chief.
He also resigned and retired on pension,
his severance with the department occur-
ing on May 1, 1930.

Thayer's place was filled by Burke,
who resigned and retired on pernsion two
years later. As pointed out earlier in
the story, the present chief, Michael
B. Carroll, stepped into Burke's post.

When the Police Department was creat-
ed in 1868, the department at first had
no particular headquarters. The lock-
up was in the basement of the town hall
and was a large plank box affair. The
chief was on duty from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and the patrolmen from 6 p.m. to & a.m.

At the beginning the men wore badges
but they had no uniforms and were dis-
tinguished by hats with flaring brims,
upturned at the side. These first of
Meriden's '"Finest" carried a club, re-
volver and twisters of catgut and wood.
A 1little later uniforms were donned.
The chief received $2.75 per day and the
men $2.50.

Today policemen are on a 40 hour week
schedule anrd the weekly vay for vatrol-
men runs over $70.

In 1869, soon after the appointment
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of Beach as chief, the department was
transferred to a c¢ity building on Pratt

Street, where the fire department also
had headquarters. When 1883 rolled
around, the police headguarters were

moved to a room in the Rogers Block at
the corner of Fast Main and South Colony
Street.

Abtout four years later,
was established in comfortable
in the remodeled town hall.

In the year 1868, all police work was
done on foot at a maximum of about four
bl Es arstaneiid sy At Eu e e dleyibsie | Vel
ses and patrol wagons were added, bring-

headguarters
quarters

ing the average speed up to about 15
miles per hour. The advent of auto-
mobiles increased the speed many times

and brought about the fester apprehen-
sion of criminals.

Since the early 190C's the depart-
ment has had & police matron and a Jan-
alhwoTas The present policewomsn is Mrs,
Eileen Hall. The task of keeping Head-
gquarters clean belongs to Elmer Wilkin-
son.

The services of the Police Depart-
ment are many and available to the cit-
izens 24 hours a day. It's an efficient
organization--Meriden's "Finest."

FKKHHH
BUSES BARRED ON PARKWAY
CaipEie et alnlS eiciSlovaon sissdisiive rel Sl e

Merritt Parkway Commission has adopted
a resolution prohibiting the use of the
Merritt Parkway by buses of any kind.

In other business at 1ts meeting re-
cently in the parkwsy information booth,
the commission re-elected William Gaxton
of Stamford as dits chairman. Charles
Baldwin Vose of Westport was re-elected
secretary.

Commenting on the bus ban, Mr. Vose
disclosed the resolution was passed aft-
er the commissioners agreed that special
privileges granted bus operators had
been abused. He said there have Dbeen
instances when bus drivers were arrested
for speeding on the parkway.

Previously, buses had been able to
use the parkway providing special per-
mission was granted by State Police Com-
missioner John C. Kelly

“the last split second.

WEARY MOTORISTS CAN GET LIFT
FROM TURNPIKE OXYGEN MACHINE

Motorists driving on the Pennsylvania
Turnpike can get a 1ift from newly in-
stalled coin machines that dispense fa-
tigue-relieving oxygen.

A ngtional restaurant chain has in-
stalled the machines--oxymeters--at two
service stations on the toll road. The
service stations are 1located two miles
east of the Bedford interchange.

A spokesman for the restaurant firm
said the oxymeters were installed with
the approval of the Turnpike Commission.
The spokesman sald oxygen is supposed to
improve mental awareness, body vitality
and perception.

Capt. Singleton Shaeffer, head of the
State Police turnpike detail, said nei-
ther the police nor the Turnpike Commis-
sion has endorsed the oxymeters but he
added:

"We hope they are a success."

HHHKR KK
PET PEEVES

Drivers of delivery trucks who run
their apparent immunity into the ground
when they double park where there is am-
ple space to park properly. Bus drivers

who angle te a stop, forcing other
drivers to stop or leave their lanes,
when there is space for parallel park-
ing. Drivers who, not having the right

of way, dash up to the intersection you
are entering and slam on their brakes at
Drivers who see
a dangerous situation developing before

them but who merely sit on their horns
without slackening their speeds. Driv-
ers who blast away on their horns when

they see you're confused, as when look-
shoyes 9fENE &) SUREE S Balgng e ey BEE
you've made a mistake but it is apparent

you realize 1it, as entering a one-way

street, and when it's obvious you're

parking. ---Virginia Traffic Safety News
FH KK KK

EVERYBODY IS ABLE TOC GIVE PLEASURE IN
SOME WAY. One person may do it by com-
ing into a room, another by going out.
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A MAN DEDICATED TO DUTY:

Minor Cases
Often Prove Satisfying To Law Soldier

By Joseph A. Owens

LIEUT. HARRY TAYLOR

Beneath the gold badge is a heart.
To Lt. Harry Taylor, Commanding Offi-

cer of the State Police Barracks at
Stafford Springs, law breakers are hu-
man beings--nothing less. That is why

an accused finds the atmosphere in Tay-
lor's office conducive <+o confession.
Whatever fear of police interrogation he
may have harbored is dispelled when the
brown-eyed, heavy set officer looks a-
cross his desk and in a quiet even tone
of voice starts the conversation.

His formula for getting the suspect
to admit the charges against him is
sumned up in one word--logic. Explain-
ing his philosophy the 18 year-veteran
of the department said, "A suspect, if
his intelligence is not sub-normal, can
be reagsoned with. I have found that by
confronting an individual with the evi-
dence and our conclusions it acts as a
challenge to his logic.

"A person with smgll intelligence
will deny guilt despite proof of it.
Those who fall into this category do not
realize how foolish they appear to the
authorities.”

Realizing the public may be receiving
a distorted version of how teenagers be-
have in the presence of enforcement of-
ficials by movies, radio and television,
Taylor, the father of four children, de-
clared, "There are those who think they
gscare or gain respect from police by
acting sassy and making such remarks as,
'I want to see a mouthpiece.' However
this element is far from bveing in the
ma jority."

Statistics Misleading

Authoritatively discussing the number
of Jjuvenile crimes, which when boiled
down to cold statistics alarm the pub-
lic, Lt. Taylor offered his opinion on
the cauges of the acts and their true
proportion.

Conceding there has been a rebellion
against authority--to some degree, he
insisted, "Youthful lawbreakers general-
ly have the feeling they have acquired
certain knowledge unknown to their eld-
erg. If they are at odds with people
the tendency for them is to commit a
crime."

To bring his point home Taylor con-
tinued, "All of us at one time or anoth-

er have looked back at a situation and
thought ,» "How "~ foolisHly #we  “acted.'"
Rhetorically, he followed up his obser-

vation and asked, "Isn't a crime a fool-
ish act?"

Still on the subject of teenage law
violations, the round-faced police offi-
cer who commends 29 troopers and one po-
licewoman at Station C brought out that
though police records may include a
greater number of young people than ever
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before, these files are kept more accu-~
rately than in the past. The populetion
increase was also noted as a factor in
the rise, but he reserved a seldom men-
tioned cause for last.

"People have been educated te notify
the police whenever trouble arises or is
suspected. We get calls from farmers on
the theft of a few apples from an or-
chard. Years ago a farmer would catch
the young culprit himself and perhars
warm the seat of his pants. I am not
criticizing anyone, but merely pointing
out that statistics can be misleading."

No Normal Period

Likening the impulsive tendencies of
today's youths with those of their pred-
ecessors the Andover resident reminded,
"Years ago fellows joined the Navy Just
to get away from home. Others went out
West and up to Alaska. They weren't
called juvenile delinquents, but if they
lived in this era they would wear the
tag."

With a pleasing smile he rebuked the
efforts of those who attempt to compare
crximeggeraiiesy weiijthers (o youths soniofior
adults, in one era with another. "There
is no such thing as a period which is
not normal. Things may be unusual, but
police have to expect anything at any-
time.

"Human nature, being what it is, af-
fects the type of vpolice complaints and
may create a pattern. During a period of
prosperity it 1is 1likely there will be
more crimes against persons than proper-
ty. If we are experiencing & <financial
recession more breaks and robberies are
apt to occur. The reasoning is, fever
people are without money and luxuries
during good times and don't resort to
theft."

Real Satisfaction

Through the years Lt. Taylor has had
his share of big cases and important as-
signments but he is quick to point out
that real satisfaction comes to a troop-
er many times in solving a case which
merits little play in newspapers.

One such incident took place during
his early days with the department. A
grill had been broken into and several
bottles of liquor were tzken along with

a small amount of cash and other mer-
chandise.

Taylor's first suspect was a man who
lived near a dump. The aspiring young
policeman spent several hours in the

dump picking up liquor bottles. He
checked the legible numbers on the seals
and returned to the grill where he found
bottles bearing serial numbers slightly
lower and higher than those he had found
discarded. He deduced all were purchased
at the same time and with this fragment
of evidence broke the case.

"Returning a lost child to his par-
ents gives you an unexplainable reward-
ing feeling. Yes, police work is much
more than murders and violence. We are
in close touch with people constantly.
One day a trooper might be investigating
a highway fatality and the next escort-
ing royalty," Taylor asserted.

Wins Fellowship

Though he has run the gauntlet in po-
lice work, Taylor has remained close to
traffic vproblems and is considered a
safety specialist. As early as 1940 he
was assigned to State Police Headguart-
ers to help make a survey to determine
the cause of highway accidents. Iater
that year he was sent to Northwestern
University to take a 3-week course in
traffic admirnistration.

Within five years his knowledge of
highway traffic progressed to the point
where he was awarded an Automotive Safe-
ty Foundation Fellowship for five months
of intensive study on traffic and allied
subjects at Northwestern University.
Upon his return to duty Taylor was ele-
vated to the rank of sergeant.

After his first hitch at the Stafford
Springs Barracks he was returned to the
Traffic Division at Headguarters and as-
signed by the late Commissioner Edward
J. Hickey to head the eastern section of

the State Safety Patrol Division, which
was being organized at the time.
He assigned patrol cars to areas

where traffic was the heaviest and acci-
dents prevalent.

Loaned to Agency
Taylor's knack for being able to keep
things moving smoothly is not limited to
the highway. During the winter of 1949-
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50, " the®gays Of" the™ erit dcalsficlesp i
shortage, he was loaned by the State Po-
lice to the 0il Administrator's Office
and worked under Charles Mitchell, ad-
ministrator. Taylor's Jjob, he recalled,
"Was to see the oil was distributed ac-
cording to Hoyle."

This office became acquainted with
hig efficiency during World War II. At
that time he served as special liaison
officer for the State Police to the War
Council, headed by Col. Samuel Fisher
and was located in the State Armory at
Hartford.

He was made a lieutenant dJuly 15,
1950 and on Oct. 2 of that year was ap-
pointed officer-in-charge of the Staf-
ford Springs Barracks. Since then the

work of policing Vernon, Mansfield, Un-
ion, Coventry, ©Stafford, Somers, To-
land, Willington, Ellington and Ashford

has steadily increased.

This year, in Lt. Taylor's terms, "we
are 150 case cards zhead of last year at
this time and last year we finished 100
case cards ahead of the previous year.
And remember,"” he hastened to add, 'we
don't make out case cards on speeding
arrests."

Another indication of the

1"

immensity

of covering these 10 towns which in-
cludes a large portion of +the heavily
traveled Rt. 15 is the number of miles
traveled monthly by the cruisers. Last

month an estimated 70,000 miles were re-
corded on the speedometers.

The officer-in-charge is responsible
for the upkeep of the vehicles and nust
be a good administrator since this is
but one of several duties not immediate-
1oz recorniiACIas Sons SelicHSo iR i Three
meals are served each weekday at the
barracks and two on Saturday and Sunday.
Lt. Taylor requisitions the food and all
other needed supplies monthly.

Genuine Interest

De sphtTesEleMpresisircNe Ml the SESNeh arfels
Taylor keeps abreast of every investiga-
tion and takes a genuine interest in the
personal vroblems of his men who look to
him not only as a superior, but an ad-
visor.

This dedicated soldier of the law was
among the first group to take the merit
entrance examination for appointment to

the department. Nearly 10,000 men took
the test and when the results were tabu-
lated Harry Taylor had finished third.

The young man who left a position in
the State Labor Department to wear the
upiform of a policeman had all the ear-
marks then of becoming leader and he has
not disappointed the seers,

Though his worth has %been clearly
seen by the public through the publicity
given such disasters as floods and hur-
ricanes, as well as investigations of
national interest, Lt. Harry Taylor's
true measure is secreted in his daily
dedication to duty.

---Manchester Evening Herald

FHH KK
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POLICE CHIEF FORESEES
TV SPCTTING VIOLATORS

Those roadside conversations between
motorists and policemen that usually be-
gin 'where's the fire, buddy?" may some
day be a thing of the past.

g OSngelial Police’ Chief, Wilistam Ha
Parker, predicted recently that personal
contact between officers and motorists
Wi L1 e e ] imiviaie d S rtiietiSfn ure, with
closed circuit television spotting and
photographing traffic violations.

The ©vhotographs would be mailed to
Bhe offender gnd $0" the traffigsgourt,
he told 2 meeting at which Los Angeles
received a national safety award.

HWe ke Yo e

NATION'S FIRST SPEED LAW

Connecticut passed  this nation’'s
first automobile speed law in 1901, al-
lowing a motor wvehicle to travel 12
miles an hour within city limits and 15
miles an houwr in country areas. This
law was introduced into the State Legis-
lature by Representative Robert Woodruff

of Orange, one of many legislators
"alarmed” by the hazards of speeding
autcomobiles, varticularly  when the
horseless carriages frightened horses
and thus endangered horse-drawn vehi-
cles. It also provided that automo-

biles must slow down or stop completely
if they annoyed horses anywhere near
them.
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THE BOSTON POST ROAD--
AN FARLY HISTORY

born in Enfield, Comn.,
"Father of the Turn-

eE R eaISE!
has been called the
pike."

In 1784 his tavern, known as Pease
Tavern on Kings Highway, (which later
became part of the Post Road) in Shrews-
bury, Massachusetts became the stopping
place for the night at the end of the
first day's stage. He was one of the
earliest and most untiring promoters of
the Turnpike road and was largely re-
sponsible for cosching roads and stage
coaches in America. The stage coach was
abandoned with the advent of the rail-
road, thus changing many modes of that
day.

Because so much of the land in Con-
necticut is within easy distance of salt
water many of the towns were settled at
an early date. So many roads existed in
all directions, connecting neighboring
towms, that there was little room left
for a new turnpike. Between 1795 and
1853 there were 121 franchised grants
for turnpike improvements. Nearly all
the turnpike charters granted were for
the improvement of roads already in ex-
istence. It was difficult to determine
the turnpike system at times because
many of the turnpike roads followed the
old roads.

The method of Charles II for main-
taining roads was tried, without much
success. This method provided that those
who used the roads should meintain them.
Later, funds were sought from toll gates
in sufficient amounts to make annual re-
vairs to roads. This method was later a-
bandoned except on the Mohegan Road in
New London. Later the method of the
private corporation was adopted Ddut
without success. This failure was caused
by the turnpike companies who wanted
towns through which the roads passed to
pay for +their own 1land, roads and
bridges. Naturally this caused mnuch
hostility against the turnpike companies
and strained town budgets.

The Connecticut Turnpike Company was
chartered in May 1806 to build a road as
closely as possible to the shore as the
coast line would allow. This road was
the mail route to Boston, better known

GG 35 12 B, IR
as the Boston Post Road or Kings High-
way.
The first toll gate built in Octobver

1792 was on this road. It was the third
in America and was located in Greenwich,
west of Horse Neck Brook and halfway up
the hill which to this day is knowm as
Tollgate Hill.

The first section of this road wvas
from the Byram River at the New York
state line to the Jonathan Sturges house
in Fairfield. There were four toll gates

on this section dincluding the one at
Saugatuck Bridge. There was another in
Stamford "at least eighty rods west  of

Noroton River" and one in Fairfield be-
tween Mill River and the old road from
Greenwich.

The idea of a turnpike was received
with much dissatisfaction in all towns
along the route except Stamford. Appar-
ently the people of Stamford were una-
ware of the turnpike methods. They wel-
comed the improvement until they real-~
ized the road was to be straightened.
This meant dividing their cemetery and
cutting through the center of towm.

Following the first day of grading
overations in the cemetery, the . towns-
people, under cover of darkness, piled
rocks in the opening at each end, block-
ing the entrance. The workmen would ap-
pear the next day, remove the rocks and
continue working. This went on for sev-
erzl days until monetary power prevall-
ed. It is sald, s0 many people were
overvrought by the invasion of their
sacred precincts that they refused to
walk on that portion of road, which to-
day is Main Street.

Years ago the stage coach would take
the road out by Dumpling Pond enroute
from Greenwich to Stamford. When the
trolley car appeared, the route was made
more direct, saving much time by bridg-
ing vearious inlets along the Sound.

In some cases a new turnpike was laid

out upon the petition of local resi-
dents. In this dinstance a committee
would be appointed Dby the assembly to
vIETTHEEY REU ke d S agent Sthe S dck,

recommending methods of building it with
their report. If the report was accepted
by the assembly, the road was laid out
ds d PuBlichighvay "Stbjeet ¥o'a BIL1 "
that is, the layout could not become ef-
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corporation was
started. When
than a turnpike

fective until a turnpike
formed and construction
a layout covered more
company was willing to assume, often
two corporations would have to account
for one committee's actions.

When a group of investors selected a
route for a new road, the above proce-
dure would follow. A committee would be
appointed to lay out a road and advise
on the number of toll gates and their
locations, when the investors Tiled a
petition. The corporation was usually
formed immediately following the report.

When a group of turnpike promoters
selected an 0ld road on which they wish-
ed to make an investment, they would
petition the assembly, asking for the
road and ithe «privilege of collecting
Hellist - fer alll teaveilkngoveriitistingres
turn for the advancement of money to
oute A imees ki I7 a road was laid
out as a properly recorded highway, the
charter of the new company would des-
cribe it as it appeared on the record
and then declare it discontinued as a
public highway. The next step» was to
form a corvoration for the purpose of
reconstructing the route, opening the
twnpike and overating it thereafter. A
bond was usually required to guarantee
the good faith of the promoters to carry
out the purvoses of their incorporation.

When an old road was so winding that
a mnew location was reguired to make a
direct route, the county court and some-

times the =2ssembly would make the lay-
out, describing the new route and de-
claring it a public highway. The as-

sembly would undo the public dedicationm,
say the road was discontinued and give
it to the turnpike company.

There were no general laws for the
organization of turnpike corporations
nor to simplify their inrcorporation.

There were however early acts to estab-
lish laws for the govermment of compa-
nies overating roads.

The first law enacted in 1803 was ex-
perimental, for a veriod of three years.
With slight modifications, it was renew-
ed and made permanent.

In 1835 more laws for turnpikes were
enacted. Among these was the provision
for any corporation to enter adjoining
land for the purpose of making necessary

C LR TE
drains to keep roadbeds dry. Contracts
with frequent or heavy travelers wvere
allowed, as mutually agreed. Double

tolls might be collected from anyone e-
vading payment and if a case was brought

to court, double court fees were also
allowed.
Ta (1837 itswvasSh puevdded Shateball

gates and turnpike companies in debt,
should have a creditor collect the tolls
until the debt was paid.

Avofurdher » dlawef L84k prewided that
any town, uvon the neglect of a corpora-
tion, could keep its own roads in repair
and collect for such repairs from the
corporation. To hasten payment, no tolls
vere allowed until such debits were paid.

In 185% another law was passed ena-
bling corporations to abandon their
roads to the towns traversed. Forfeiture
of franchise as penalty for neglect of
repairs was also passed at this time.
Many modifications of this law appeared
for twenty years thereafter.

The Post Rocad continued +to pass
through the center of the many towns and
editdes.

The New Haven and Milford Turnpike
Company was formed in May 1802 for the
purpose of building a road from the
courthouse in New Haven to the meeting
house in Milford.

The assembly of October 1804 desig-
nated that part of the turnpike in New
Baven as the old road, from the West
River Bridge to the southerly end of

Church Street where the market then
stood.
The turnpike company made a friendly

arrangement with New Haven in 18345, ex-
changing the turnpike west of the hos-
b ElREROr ok sciibtly  sSherCEit SEORE RSt s el St
side of the hoswvital.

Anyone traveling this road today,
which is still the most direct route
between the two cities, will find numer-
ous changes. Many of the o0ld houses
have disavpeared, farming along the
route is practically extinct and the old
familiar lancdmarks are giving way.

This is still familiarly called the
"Milford Pike."

The Connecticut Turnpike will run
parallel in some places with the Boston
Post Road and cross it in other places.
(sl ---Cuts and Fills
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COUNCIL
MANAGER POLICE DEPARTMENT
B8 W o 155 MORGAN ST., HARTFORD 4,CONN.

CITY of HARTFORD =y

RE: Case No. M 5395

JAMES J. CARRONA
Murder

John C. Kelly. Commissioner

Connecticut State Police

100 Washington Street

Hartford. Connecticut

Dear Commissioner:

On July 23rd, 1956, at approximately 9:30 AM,
Marion Hierl Carrona was shot and fatally wounded on
Maple Avenue in the vicinity oi Goodwin Park. The
assailant, after shooting her, fled into the wooded
section of the Park.

Officer Frank Cassello of your department. was
traveling south on Maple Avenue and was hailed by a
citizen who made him aware of the shooting. The
officer summoned assistance, went to see if he could
render any first aid and at this time noticed the
assailant emerging from Goodwin Park with the gun in
his hand. Officer Cassello drew his gun, approached
this man, ordering him to drop his weapon and surrender.
He then quickly and efficiently apprehended Carrona and
restrained him until the arrival of the Hartford Police
and then transported him in the company of the Harttord
Police to the Detective Division of this department.

We are indeed fortunate to be associated with your
department and the fine otfficers and men of your organi-
zation, especially such as Officer Frank Cassello whose
devotion to duty are constantly adding chapters to the
already overflowing book of services to the citizens of
our great state.

Sincerely yours,

Dniihul
Micé.}. Godfre

Chiet of Police
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JUSTICE COURT OF ESSEX
Essex, Connecticut

PR sl A L =1
Dear Lt. Mangan:

We wish to advise you that we feel
that Officer Morton Denerstein, #323,
under your command, should be commended
for his recent testimony given in our
court on a driving under +the influence
case. In all the years we have been
associated with the court we have never
heard an officer give more convincing
testimony. The defendant had refused
to submit to a blood test but Officer
Denerstein's testimony was sufficient
to sustain a conviction. Without in-
terrogation he testified to the defend-
ant's action from the time he first saw
him wuntil he was put into the cell at

the barracks. There was no reason to
ask gquestions regarding the mental,
nervous or ©physical processes of the

defendant.

We have heard compliments also rela-

tive to the courteous manner in which
Officer Denerstein has handled com-
plaints and arrests.

As you know we do not hand out com-
pliments promiscuously, but we do feel

that in this case a cue

Officer Denerstein,

compliment 1is

Sincerely yours,

George I. Lancraft, Trial Justice
Alfred W. Griswold, Prosecutor

TOWN COURT OF HAMDEN
Hamden, Connecticut

July 16, 1956
Dear Commissioner Kelly:

We have recently completed prosecu-
tion of two bookmakers in the Town of
Hamden. During the investigation and the
trial of the case, it has been my pleas-
ure to work closely with two men pres-
ently assigned to the Bethany Barracks
as detectives.

I wigh to express my admiration and
thanks for the efforts of Warren French
and Josevh Jasonis and to let you know
that I believe that we would not have
been able to obtain a conviction without
their assistance, hard work, and know-
ledge of their Jjob.

On %behalf of the Court, I wish to
comment that the conduct of these two
officers during the entire case was in
keeping with the tradition of efficient
honest law enforcement which has charac-
terized our State Police Department in
the past. Your department is to be com-
mended for the selection and placement
of these individuals in the resvponsible
positions which they both opresently oc-
cupy. I am writing you directly so that
you will Dbe aware of the excellent co-
operation which was extended us.

Very truly yours,

Dennis N. Garvey
Prosecuting Attorney

Patrolmen who were the subject of letters of commendation between

of June 19 to August 23 were:

Everett Anderson
William Bellefleur
William Burke
Frank Cassello
Edward Collins
Robert Connor
Morton Denerstein
William Gerard

Harold Greenberg
Paul Hickey
Donald Kelley
Albert Kruzshak
Joseph LaFramboise
Raymond Lilley
William Mathews
John McGurk

the period

Raymond Piascik
Robert Plitt
George Potter
John Raineault
Josevh Sikorski
Thomas G. Smith
Joseph Suchanek
Ralph Waterman

Joseph Palin

Misor Stle Asuklject Mo
Joseph Jasonis.

commendatory letters were Detectives Warren French and
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Marked or Unmarked
Reprinted from American Municipal News
With the nationwide traffic death race between cars. The commissioner de-
toll reaching the all-time disgraceful fended his use of unmarked cars by stat-

peak of 38,300, one question certain to
be asked with increasing SRR e G aite
months ahead is, "Should the traffic po-
lice of a community use unmarked vehi-
cles as an aid to strict enforcement of
traffic laws?"

Expert opinion is divided on the
question, as is public opinion. Outspo-
ken against the use of unmarked cars is
the American Automobile Association. In
addressing the group's 53rd annual meet-
ing, President Andrew Sardoni expressed
concern over the spirit of "erackdowm"
prevailing among certain law enforcement
agencies. The Wisconsin division of the
AAA has urged the increased patrolling
of our highways, but insists that such
patrolling should be in plainly marked
cars. The motor club contends that the
presence of clearly visible squad cars,
wvith the posting of adequate radar warn-
ing signs, "will do more to obtain the
voluntary cooperation of motorists than
will unmarked patrol cars, which can on-
ly arouse public indignation."

Such states as Connecticut, New Jer-
sey and Washington are using unmarked
cars on rural highways. More than 65 per
cent of New Jersey's state police cars,
it is reported are ummarked. In New York
City recently, the police commissioner
appeared before a committee of the City
Council, opposing a resoluticn calling
on him to quit wusing unmarked cars
manned by uniformed officers trying to
catch traffic law violators. City coun-
cilmen who drafted the resolution con-
tended that motorists might become pan-
icky because of fear of holdups and it
vas feared that the result might be a

ing that they were assigned to areas
where there had been a high incidence of
accidents. Sizeatle reduction in the ac-
cident toll followed.

How dces the general public feel a-
vout this question? The Minneapolis
Tribune recently conducted a  survey
throughout Minnesota, questioning a-
dults of both sexes. The interviewers
asked this question: 'Sometimes state
and local »olice are criticized for wus-
ing unmarked cars in their work of en-
forcing traffic laws and arresting vio-
lators. How do you feel about this; do
you think unmarked.cars should or should
not be used?" Seventy-five per cent of
those ouestioned approved of the proce-
dure, 21 per cent were opposed to it and
the rest expressed no opinions. Those
in favor of unmarked cars gave these
principal reasons: people will be more
cautious; more violators will be caught;
the 1law should be obeyed at all times
and if a motorist is abiding by the law
it makes no difference. Persons opposed
said that this policy would mean being
sneaky and underhanded; a motorist would
not know whether he were being stopped
by police or a vandit; people drive more
cautiously when they are watching Tfor
marked pvatrol cars; in case of emergency

it dis easier to find an officer if you
can look for a clearly visible squad
car.

The Minnresota poll brought out that

use of unmarked patrol cars dis favored
oy 79 per cent of the farmers cuestion-
ed, 75 per cent of city folks guestioned
and 72 ver cent of towm and village res-
idents interviewed.
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SHOULD POLICE CARS
BE MARKED OR NOT?

The public and police officials still
disagree on whether police cars should
be clearly marked or whether they should
be inconspicuous.

The American Municipal Association
seid a spot check of current opinion on
the issue disclosed the following:

In Chicago, new painting for Li8
ordered with a view to

squad cars was

making them more conspicuous to deter
criminals. Previously the cars were
black.

The new design will feature a white
top--and,"Police™ in large White Tetters
on the black sides of the car.

But Chicago wvolice plan to keep 75
detective bureau cars and 17 cars of the
stolen automotile detail in black.

For No Marking

In New York City, council members
discussed forbidding the police to use
unmarked cars. But the head of the po-
lice force defended their use. He said
they were assigned to areas where there
had been numerous accidents, and that
they helped bring about sizable cuts in
the accident rate.

The City Council feared that motor-
ists, on being approached by an unmarked
car, might think they vere being held
up, and that a race might ensue.

Connecticut, New Jersey and Washing-
ton use ummarked cars on rural highways.
The American  Automobile  Association
opposes the practice, contending that
clearly marked squad cars and adequate
radar wvarning signs will secure volun-
tary cooperation from motorists.

In a poll of Minnesota residents, The
Minneapolis Tribune found that more than
T0 per cent approved the use of unmarked
cars in police wvork. ---U. P.

HRHHHH

The world's first successful pneu-
matic tires for automobiles were made in
Comnecticut in 1895. They were produced
by the erstwhile Hartford Rubber Works,
a branch of the Pope Manufacturing Com-
pany, of Hartford, pioneer automobile
and bicycle builders.

EMBEZZILEMENTS INCREASE

Inflationary periods cause strange
reactions in a nation, both economically
and morally, as American law enforcement
officers have become sadly awvare over
the past ten years. There is more money
in circulation, in the United States to-
day than ever before in its history, and
there is also more being stolen.

Two of the most dangerous clicues of
criminals in this country today; from
the standpoint of the nation's busi-
nesses, are the bank robbers and the em-
bezzlers. Both are increasing in numbers
and in loot stolen so rapidly that they
threaten to overtake losses by fire,
flood and other natural disasters as
the number one hazard to business.

While %both bank robbing and embez-
zling have increased at an alarming rate
since the end of World Wer II, the lat-
ter has expanded so rapidly it is now
the number one form of thievery.

Since 194k, embezzling has increased
400 per cent and in 1955 reached the un-
believable figure of $50C millior. To
break this down from a nebulous %o a
more practical sum, this amounts to $2
million every working day. Not only is
thievery one of the oldest forms of
crime, but today it is giving competi-
tion to the largest corporations for the
highest dollar income.

Because many embezzlements
uncovered until years after discovered
or not reported, the annual "take" of
embezzlers is probably much more than
the $500 million figure. But whatever
the final figure, ' it has ooviously
reached such proportions that only an
all out drive by employers and business
leaders to protect themselves can effect
a downward trend.

It is not pleasant for an employer to
contemplate the possibility of a person
on his payroll stealing from him, but it
is certeinly far better to prenmare one-
self for such an emergency than to as-
sume it cannot havpen. Aftent 218 aNsE
took quite a few employees from all
types of industries to accumulate $500
million, and the loss of that sum repre-
sents the ruination of many small, and
some not so small, businesses.

---The Torrington Register

are not
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WHAT IS THE UNIFORM VEHICLE CODE?

The need for uniform traffic legisla-
tion had its first formal recognition in
192k, when the Secretary of Commerce,
Herbert,Hogven,, cdlledgthesfirst Notieons
al Conference on Street and Highway
Safety. That Conference appointed a
committee on uniform laws and ordi-
nances. During 1925 and 1926 the com-
mittee drafted the Uniform Vehicle Code
in cooperation with the National Confer-
ence of Commissioners on Uniform Laws.

The Uniform Vehicle Code was develop-
ed after a study of the statutes of all
of the States. Judges, prosecutors,
lawyers, police officials, motor vehicle
administrators, educators, safety spe-
chalists, traffic engineers, Dbusiness
peonle and others participated in dis-
cussions of its provisions. As a resuli,
the Code is a distillation of the best
traffic laws of the several States. Its
adoption by all States has been recom-
mended by every President's Highway
Safety Conference from 1946 to 1952 and
by the White House Conference on Highway
Safety in 1954, by the American Associa-
tion of Motor Vehicle Administrators,
the International Association of Chiefs
of Police, the American Bar Association,
the Commissiorers on Uniform State laws,
the National Safety Council, and myriad
professional and nonprofessional groups
throughout the Nation. Indeed, it has
taken on the character of an interna-
tional model code since it is the Dbasis
of a great deal of motor vehicle legis-
lation in the Canadian Provinces and in
many other countries.

The National Committee
Traffic
ate of the

on Uniform

President's Highway Safety
Conference, makes revisions in the Code
as necessary to keep it up to date. As
a result it meets changing needs, im-
proved technigues, and advances in the
design and construction of highways and
vehicles. The Committee is composed of
more than 100 members from all sections
of the country.

The Code consists of 19 Chapters and
contains carefully considered provisions
relating to:

1. Definitions of words
used in the act.

and phrases

Laws and Ordinances, an affili--

2. OState departments of motor vehi-
cles.
. Registration of wvehicles and cer-
tificates of title.
Anti-theft laws.
. Dealers and wreckers.
Operators'! and chauffeurs!
censes.
Financial responsibility.
. Owners of for-rent vehicles.
Civil liabiiity.
Accidents and accident records.
RULES OF THE ROAD, including arti-
cles on--
Obedience to and effect of traffic
laws.
Traffic signs, signals
ings.
Driving on right side of road, o-
vertaking and passing, etc.
Right of way.
Pedestrians' rights and duties.
Turning and starting, and signals
on stopping and turning.
Special stops reguired.
Speed restrictions.
Reckless driving,
intoxicated,
cide.,
Miscellaneous rules.
Operation of bicycles and play ve-
hicles.
Streetcars and safety zones.
Equipment of vehicles.
Insvection of vehicles.
Size, weight and load.
15. Respective powers of State and lo-
cal authorities.
16. Parties and procedure upon arrest.
17. Penalties and disposition of fines
and forfeitures,
Records and reports of convictions.
Effect and short title of act.

[ORN N2 IS =g w
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and mark-

driving while
and negligent homi-

L2 e

13.
1k,

18.
19.

The language of the Code is clear. It

can bpe understood by the motorist, pe-
destrian and policemen as well as the
Judge, lawyer, and juror.

The Uniform Vehicle Code forms a

sound and practical basis for the enact-
ment of laws by States zand Provinces,
and the companion Model Traffic Ordi-
nance serves as a similar guide for mu-
nicipalities.

-~--AAMVA Bulletin
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“SUPT. ROACH RE-ELECTED
"AT SPAC .CONVENTION

Police Supt. William J. Roach was re-
elected president of the State Police
Association of Connecticut at the annual
convention July 25 at Lake Quassapaug,
Middlebury.

Only change in the organization's ad-
ministrative structure was in the execu-
tive committee where former Chief Edmund
Crovley of Bristol was replaced by pres-
ent Chief Thomas McCarthy of Bristol.

Others re-elected are: PFirst vice-
president, Chief Michael Godfrey of
Hartford; second vice-president, GState
Police Comsr. John C. Kelly; secretary,
Supt. John A. Lyddy, Bridgeport; and
treasurer, Sgt. Howard McInnis, "‘Hart-
Reords

The convention was largely an infor-
mal affair made colorful by the music of
the Fulton-American Band, and highlight-
ed by the appearance of Gov. Abraham A.
Ribicoff.

The governor discussed his campaign
against speeders and reiterated his be-
1ief that accident and fatality rates
are directly due to high-speed driving.

During  the association's <“business
meeting a resolution was carried in sup-
vort of the governor‘®s policy. It was
resolved that all efforts will be con-
tinued to make this policy a success.

The convention began at 11 a.m. after
coffee and rolls were served at 10:30
a.m. Dinner was served at 1 p.m. and
the afternoon and evening was given over
to swimming, boating, sports, and band

music.
Detective Lt. Josevh Dunphy was
chairman of arrangements, and Capt.

James Magner was co-chairman for the af-
fair, held with the Waterbury Police De-
partment as host for the first time
since 1947.

F Y NKNNH

STORY ON FRED INBAU

A Traffic Institute instructor who is
an expert at making murderers confess
has revealed his key trade secret.

Sympathy is what does it, according
to an article on Prof. Fred E. Inbau of

the Northwestern University School of
Law, in an issue of the Saturday Evening
Post.

Inbau 1is one of the nation's top au-
thorities on interrogation techniques,
and his textbook on the subject is
standard in most police  training
schools. He was director for many years

of the Chicago Police Scientific Crime
Laboratory, and today he often is called
in or '"hopeless" cases when murderers
refuse to confess.

yespubrersshesle W SisMETmpralcib:i e ol =S
well as immoral, says Inbau, who uti-
lizes the polygraph and psychology.

The article tells how he obtained a

confess i on™ Sirometulle S0re gon s MLES S iilfe
murderer Guy Talmadge. "I can remember
the times I have been infuriated at

home," Inbau told Talmadge, patting him
on the shoulder. "I know how you feel.
IEE Mol iy oifstiesbe tive s o You . ANEl
this was pent up in you for years. Then
FEIET Tease’, NNl fitMencond

Talmadge broke into tears and told
SNMIE.

But knowing Inbau's secret won't help
you if you're ever called in for ques-
tioning. The article tells how Inbau
used sympathy to get a confession from
a Chicago policeman who had gotten drunk
and beat up a teen-age boy.

Four weeks earlier the patrolman had
been a student in one of Inbau's wnolice
lecture courses on interrogation tech-
niques.

---Traffic Digest & Review

THE CONCERNED MOTORIST

‘Bhow us the motorist who will not at-
tempt a Ppassing operation around any
kind of fairly busy curve unless he can
first see far enough around that curve
to be sure that the path ahead is clear
for the minimum distance necessary:

TR Erer S SSy o aISIE SR SIS SAINM o e RalSiE
who 1s ‘'concerned.'

Concerned with the law? No, not rec-
essarily.

Concerned for the other fellow?
not necessarily.

Concerned for his own neck?

Neshime ee sisarailty,

No,

---Bridgeport Post
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DEADLIER THAN THE MALE . ..

By
Leslie Wacha

"Poison is a woman's weapon" is a
stock phrase in detective literature,
and when a woman does ‘take it up, she
often wipes out platoons of people be-
fore she gets her come-uppance.

Such a woman was Gesina Gottfried of
Germany 150 years ago. Gesina was
plump, pretty and bright. She came from
a poor family but, much to the amusement
of her friends, always said she would
marry only a rich man.

At length alorg came Herr Miltonberg.
He had a small business, was rumored to
have a large bank account and was am-
bitious enough to suit Gesina. She was
narried at seventeen and by the time she
was twenty she had two children.

By now, she knew the truth about Mil-
tonberg. He was an improvident drunkard
and a wife beater, but Gesina's pride

made her keep these unpleasant facts to
herself.

After four years of misery with Mil-
tonberg, Gesina went home to visit her
parents. She found her mother fighting

an invasion of mice with a white powder
purchased at the chemist's. Gesina
watched her mother and thought to her-
self that it was too bad husbands could
not be taken care of as mice were.
While she thought, Gesina absent-minded-
1y placed her handkerchief on the table,
poured a heap of the white powder into
it and then placed the bulging harky in
her purse.
Back home,
drunk again.

Miltorberg came  home
Gesina poured him a glass
of beer--not poisoned as she still
wasn't sure what she was going to do.
Then, at that propitious moment, a bach-
elor neighbor named Hans dropped in to
pay a social call. Hans had previously
made it plain he admired Gesina, and
she yearned for him. Into Miltonberg's
beer ifent some white powder. When the
doctor was called, he readily stated

Milt had died of natural causes.

Now Gesina was determined to marry
Hans. However, her parents obJjected
violently and in those days even a wid-
ow did not marry without papa's consent.
After wrangling for a few days with her
parents, Gesina bought a new supply of
white powder, and a few days later, Mama
and Papa Gottfried were dead--again of
"natural causes."

Then Gesina went to Hans, whose ardor
had cooled considerably. He claimed he
wanted to marry Gesina but was too poor
to support her two children. Hans did
not see Gesina after that for two weeks,
at which time she came to him and an-
nounced, "My children have died. They
had convulsions and just passed away."

By now, with five poisonings to her
credit, Gesina had learned a lot about
the powder of arsenic. She decided that
the best way to get Hans married +to her
was Jjust to make him ill, but not kill
him, Accordingly, she began slipping
him measured amounts of her powder.
Hans became ill, and as he grew weaker,
he grewv more affectionate <towvard his
solicitous nurse. Eventually it was ev-

ident he was dying and he asked Gesina,
as a specilal favor to marry him. Gesina

told her minister a sad story about
"easing Hans' last hours,"” and the good
man performed the marriasge. Twenty min-
utes after the minister left the house,
Gesina was a widow.

Next, a prosperous merchant caught
Gesina's roving eye. She met him at
Hans' funeral and he went home with her
to comfort her. During the following
weeks, the merchant proceeded to court
a willing Gesina. The only fly in the
ointment was Gesina's long-missing and
hard-drinking brother who had turned wup
and moved in on Gesina, to her extreme
annoyance. One night her brother drank
too much beer seasoned with too much
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arsenic and died. Then Herr Rumf, himself, began to be
A date was fixed for the marriage of unwell--unable to retain food and wast-

Gesina and the merchant, bdbut a few days
before the scheduled ceremony, the mer-
chant Decame ill--the same symptoms as
poor Hans. When the merchant was dying,
Gesina preveailed upon him to meke a will
in her favor. Subsequently, the mer-
chant died and Gesina netted about fif-
teen thousand dollars.

A year later, Gesina was engaged
again. . And again, the prospective
bridegroom became ill, made a will in
Gesina's favor and died. When she in-
quired avout her inheritance a few days
later, she found she had been hoaxed--
the man had left nothing but debts. On
such a cad she had wasted valuable ar-
senic.

On ore occasion, Gesina borrowed fif-
teen dollars from z casual lady acquain-
tance, and when the lady asked for her
money back a few weeks later over a cup
of tea, Gesina served arsenic and liqui-
dated a creditor.

A1l of these murders, of course, did
not take place in one town. Gesina mov-
ed freguently--otherwise she probably
would have been caught long before she
vas .

As the next few years went by, Gesina
had many more suitors. OShe was fre-
quently rumored about to be married--but
something always happened. Some of the
bridegrooms died of arsenic poisoning,
and sometimes Gesina Just decided not to
bother and moved to another place.

She was short of money at this time,
having lived too high for her means.
Her landlord, Herr Rumf, came ore day
to eviet her from her living quarters to
Bremen. She wept and he was touched--so
much that he hired her as his housekeebn-
er. One of Gesina's duties was to at-
tend Mrs. Rumf and the Rumf's newly-born
daughter. Under Gesina's care, the baby
died, and a few days later, so did Mrs.
Rumf .

This left Gesina with the five older
Rumf children to care for--a task not
to Gesina's liking. Accordingly, one
oy EFE, R/ B eleieatolel - (o @il IR RE
weeks the Rumf children tecame ill and
died. With seven deaths in his dimmed-
iate family in such a short period, Mr.
Runf was not even susvicious.

ing away. One day during his illness--
at a time when Gesina was by chance away
shopping--Herr Rumf ordered a servant to
kill a pig and prepare the meat for him.
Gesina knew nothing of this so had no
opportunity to doctor the pork. Herr
Rumf ate the pork and found it agreed
with him--in fact, he felt better for
the first time in days. He had the
servant hang the rest of the pig in the
larder and determined to eat nothing
else until he recovered. Every day,
Herr Rumf got out of bed and went to
check on the condition of his thera-
peutic pig. Gesina, meanwhile, could
not understand what had happened to the
power of her arsenic.

After a few days, she chanced to see
the pig hanging in the larder and, know-
inz nothing of Herr Rumf's interest in
it, decided it would be as good as any-
thing to dose with arsenic. She sprink-
led it thoroughly with the white powder.

In the afternoon, Gesina went market-
ing and Herr Rumf got out of bed and
went to have his daily life-giving por-
tion of pork. Right away, he noticed

that it hung in a2 different position
than that in which he had left it the
day before, and then he saw the white

powder.

The powder loocked familiar and Herr
Rumf thought and thought before he re-
membered where he had seen it before--on
a salad QGesina had fixed for him Jjust
before he became ill. Thoroughly sus-
picious for the first time, he took his
pork and went to the Bremen police. The
police doctor verified thet the powder
was indeed arsenic.

Gesina was arrested and readily and
unemotionally admitted her many murders,
several of them not even detailed in
thiss storyaes She Went. opsitrialedis. 1828,
was convicted and sentenced to cdeath.
Through the whole thing, she expressed
regret about only ore thing--through the
notoriety and newspaper coverage brought
on by the trial, the public learned that

Gesina wore false teetl, a fact she had
successfully concealed all her adult
life, Such a monster was Gesina.

---Los Angeles Police Beat
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OFFICER HAILED AS HERO BY WITNESS TO HOMICIDE

OFF. FRANK M.

CASSELLO

An eyewitness to Monday's (July 23)
homicide in Hartford hailed as a hero
the state policeman who captured the
gun-wielding culprit without firing a
shot.

Rudolph Sladyk, 596 Nott St., Weth-
ersfield, a carpenter, said he happened
on the scene 1in his car Just as the fa-
tal events reached a climax when James
J. Carrona, 29, of New Britain, repeat-
edly shot his divorced wife, Mrs. Marion
Hierl Carrona, 24, of Berlin, as she sat
in her mother's car on Maple Ave. near
the entrence to Goodwin Park.

State Policeman Frank M. Cassello of
Wallingford, driving from the Hsrtford
Barracks to New Britain on polilce busi-
ness, drove up just after Carrona reach-
ed the park.

Mr. Sladyk said that but for the ef-
ficient way the 1lone state policeman
disarmed Carrona minutes later there
might have been a mass tragedy.

Mr. Slaydyk saild that after the
shooting he saw a State Police car com-
ing south on Maple Avenue.

"I ran in front of him and stopped
him., T told him a woman had been shot.
The policeman radioed for an ambulance
and got out of his cruiser.

"He asked who shot +the woman and I
told him a man had done it and run Iinto
the park. The state policeman immediate-
ly pulled his revolver out of his hol-
ster and started to walk into the park.
I was beslde him,

"Somebody yelled, 'He is by his car!!
We turned and saw him. He was sabout 75
feet away. He had the gun in his right
hand and wes polnting it at the officer.

"There must have been 15 or 20 peo-
ple standing nearby by that time. We
could hear children playing close by in
the park. There were cars coming and
going on Maple Ave. People were coming
out of the houses and running toward us.
A shot could have easily hit some of
these people.

"The state policeman very calmly
moved his gun until it was pointing at
the man. I don't know why he didn't
shoot. He had every right in the world
to shoot. It's good that he didn't
though. There could have been & lot
more killed.

"In a loud voice but very calmly the
state policeman said to the man, 'Drop
the gun!* The man hesitated. The offi-
cer then said.*'Put the gun on the fender
of the car or I'll shoot.' The man did
as he was told.

"The officer then ordered the man to
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move forward with his hands over his
head. He searched him very cautiocusly
for other weapons. Then he marched the
mar to his cruiser.

"An ambulance arrived about that time
and took the two women away. By the time
the Hartford police arrived it was all
over.

"T think the state policeman did a
wonderful job handling the situation all
by himself. He was very brave in facing
the man, risking his own life.

HHHHHHH N

"He didn't let anything bother him.
The dead woman's mother was hysterical
and kept screaming for somebody to get
an ambulance.

"The officer didn't let +this excite
him. He told her there was an ambu-
lance on the way and kept on after the
man with the gun. I think the officer
should be given the highest honors the
department can give him."

-~=-Hartford Times
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STATE POLICEMAN TELLS HOW HE MADE CAPTURE

OFF. WILLIAM CORCORAN, JR.

dgre M wemt to¥Bedl 7iBut . SIValien Ve
sleep very well....I kept seeing a pair
of eyes."

So said State Policeman William Cor-
coran, Jr. who, with his pistol still in
his holster, "stared down" Everett Cool-
ey, 24, self-styled '"Russian airman,”
August 11.

Cooley confessed to the murder July
28 §fSJ6hn BV 'Pavis; a2, of Tiuhafil s His

brother, Milton Leroy Cooley, 28, of
Guilford also is implicated.
Officer Corcoran arrested Cooley

about 2 p.m. after he was found under a
bush in North Branford with Mrs. Grace
Drepperd, 29.

Officers said Cooley shot Sgt. Albert
W. Drepperd August 10, then escaped into
the woods with Mrs. Drepperd as his hos-
tage.

Reported Officer Corcoran:

"A volunteer fireman (Sherman Reiner
of Ledyard) first saw two woman's legs
sticking from under a bush. He called
me.

"I thought he'd found a body. I never
thought Cooley'd still be there.

"I was accompanied by Auxiliary Off.
Hubert Sexton from our Groton Station,
who was also at the scene.

"I 1ifted a branch of the bush and
saw Cooley and Mrs. Drepperd. He was
lying with back against the bush, hold-
ing a gun to her back.

"When I saw the gun, I waved every-
body back. I was the only one armed and
my gun was still in the holster.

"Then vyou might say I stared him
dovm. Anyway, he threw the gun out and
didn't offer any resistance when T ar-
rested him."

The officer returned him to the Drep-
perd house in North Branford, from which
he was taken to the Westbrook State Po-
lice Barracks.

--~-Hartford Courant
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THE POLICE DID THEIR JOB

Top public attention was naturally
focused recently on the North Branford
shooting of an armed services sergeant
and the gun-point abduction of his
young wife,

Now that the wife has teen found and
her purported abductor captured and a
claimed-link between this crime and the
July 28th slaying of a young Durham man

and the wounding of his fiancee estzab-
Lished, the concerned prbliccar eonly
conclude that State and County volice

and other enforcement agencies involved
did their Jjob--and did it thoroughly.

In conseguence citizens will be cor-
rect in entertaining the feeling that
their protection and safety lies in ca-
vable hands.

From time to time, in cases of this
or similar nature, the public is con-
fronted with illustrations of Dbrilliant
rolice work.

Because
capture far more
tion and comment.

they are spectacular, they
than ordinary atten-

There is nothing wrong with this and
nothing to be criticized.

From the crime angle this case was
more bizarre than spectacular.

The volice handling of it was, from

start to current development, less bril-
liant than dogged, determined and un-
ceasing and unrelenting.

Large bodies of police, and large
bodies of volunteers, were put with no
loss of time and no lost motion to the
rather needle-in-the-haystack task of
seeking out the abducted wife and her
assumed captor.

They found themn.,

In the searching and in the finding
there was drama, there was suspense and
there was danger.

But the job was carried through to
success and there is honor and glory for
all wvho took wvpart. The plaudits that
have gone to those who participated were
much-deserved.

Solid, if not
work was exhibited
steps by which authorities established
an alleged connection between this
shooting-kidnaping and the earlier Dur-
ham killing.

spectacular, police
in the subsequent

The purported weapon has been un-
earthed and the chain of connecting evi-
dence built up.

Now, as the public awaits subsequent
developments as the case moves into and
through the courts, a citizen-expressed
"Well done" to the police is merited--
and well earned.

---New Haven Evening Register
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MARCEL L. SIMON PROMOTED;
TRANSFERRED TO STATION “‘C™

State Policeman Marcel L. Simon, of
10 Highview Rd., Simsbury, was promoted
to rank of Sergeant by Commissioner John
C. Kelly, dJuly 1. Sergeant BSimon left
his assignment at the Hartford Barracks
and took up new duties at the Stafford
Springs unit on that date.

Sergeant Simon entered the State Po-
lice Training School at Ridgefield Au-
gust 15, 1940 and after graduation from
the three months' +training course was
originally assigned to the Stafford
Springs Barracks. In 1941 he was trans-
ferred to Westbrook and in 1942 served
at the Hartford Barracks until he took
military leave to enter the U. S. Coast
Guard in April, 19L2.

After his return from Coast Guard
Service in 1945, Sergeant Simon, except
for a brief period as a member of the
State Police Svpecial Traffic ©Squad in
1948, served continuously at Hartford.

A departmentael citation for bravery
was awarded to Sergeant Simon Tfor his
action on February 14, 1947 when he
entered a burning dwelling on Woodchuck
Hill Rd., Simsbury, and rescued the
home-owvner who Wwas unconscious on his
bed as a fire, believed to have started
from a dropped cigarette, raged around
him.

HKe K

NORWICH APPOINTS FIRST POLICEWOMAN
Norwich got a policewoman, July 2hk--
it ST
Mrs. Donna Sandberg, 28, was appoint-
ed by Police Chief Joseph L. Gendron.
She was assigned to the Detective Bu-
rean.



- JUVENILES -

Vox-Cop

July - August, 1956

HERE'S THE TEEN-AGER VIEWPOINT
ON WHY THEY GET INTO TROUBLE

Teen-agers get into trouble because
of parental indifference, lack of rec-
reation, wanting to appear older than
they are and belng misunderstood, say
students at Lincoln Junior High School.

Students give their views on the
problem in the June issue of the Lincoln
Log, the school's magazine. They speak
in answer to the inquiring reporter who

asks, "Why do some teenagers act as
they do."
Ross Rowley says he thinks "the root

of the problem is the parents."”

He goes on to say: "Most fathers
and many mothers are so concerned with
making more money and getting ahead that
they neglect their children. Many peo-
nle will say, "My boy was all right un-
til he began hanging around with the
wrong crowd,” but if the parents of the
boy in the wrong crowd had paid more

attention to their  children, there
wouldn't be any wrong kind of crowd.
Parents should be more concerned with

their children than with their financial
or social position. Children think if
their parents neglect them, they don't
care what they do."

Arlene Sherman thinks if a group of
teen-agers got together and did some-
thing, others would follow. This 1is
called ‘'Follow the Crowd,' a very pop-
ular slogan of teen-agers.

An optimistic view was voiced by Car-
olyn Holland. "As a whole, I do not
think teen-agers are 80 bad as people

think. It .is only a few who give a bad
impression and spoil it for the rest,"
she said.

"Today's teen-ager problems, like

most things, begin in the home," said
James Tomassetti, He advises Joining
clubs and engaging in projects. "If you

are busy, you are less apt to be on the

streets getting into trouble,"” he ex-
plained.
Judy Ives szys, "I think some teen-

agers act as they do because they want
people to pay attention to them, so they

smoke, show off or act big in front of
people."

Upbringing and the influence of
friends are responsible, according to

Barbara Zietz. "Some teen-agers behave
well and .others, .don't," she said. . "I
would say it depends upon upbringing.
Types of people you associate with are
influential too."

Teen~-agers need an outlet for their
emotions, states Judy Rochette. These
emotions should be channeled through or-
ganized recreation, she said.

"They want to be noticed or act older
than they really are," is the reply of
Vennie Lee Mangiaracina.

It is a transitional phase of 1life
which i1s bound to be explosive, believes
Dianne Robinson.

"Teen-agers act the way they do,"
says Dianne, "mostly Dbecause they are
going through a stage of life when they
are moody and sometimes violent. Some
act the way they do because of their
home 1ife, school 1life or friends.
What ever people say, they must remem-

ber, Just because one or two teen-agers
turn out badly, that doesn't mean we
ST L

"Because they do not come from a good
home" or being "bored with nothing to
do" were the reasons given by Jacquelyn
Taylor. Getting "mixed up with the
vrong crowds" is another factor.

Linda Cernot gives many reasons, of
which some are "parents, friends, places
they go, people around them and their
thoughts, both good and bad."

"There aren't enough places of amuse-
ment in Meriden," according to Carol Bo-
hack., "I think if these teen-agers had
some place to go, they would not do the
things theyv are doing now."

Jenne leHoulier thinks teen-agers
want to be different from their frilends.
"They all want to appear different from
each other," she said, and sometimes
they are misunderstood. When "parents
do not understend their ways, the teen-
agers are more or less unhappy and 1try
to do things differently," she added.

---Meriden Journal



IN-SERVICE STUDIES

Vox-Cop

July - August, 1956

The

TACHOGQRARIE

With the increased use of the Tacho-
graph on our large freight-hauling vehi-
cles, 1t 18 well that we should avail
ourselves of the information contained
in these units.

Should a vehicle so equipped become
involved in a serious or even fatal col-
lision this unit would be a silent wit-
ness to the movements of the vehicle Dbe-
fore, during, and even after the impact.

The Tachograph is a recording speed-
ometer that makes an accurate daily rec-
ord of all the movements of a truck.
This record appears on a paper chart
which shows: when the engine started;
how long the engine idled; when the
truck started to move; how fast it trav-
eled; when it stopped; and the distance
traveled between stops.

At the +top of the Tachograph is a
precise, easy-to-see speedometer that
shows speed, either in miles per hours
or, on some models, in engine revolu-
tions per minute.

The clock, with its illuminated dial
on the face of the Tachograph, gives the
exact time day or night. It's built to
stay accurate and to keep running in
spite of the pounding it must take.

The red light warning signal, at the
upper right of the Tachograph, flashes
whenever the set speed limit, chosen by
a company, is exceeded.

The Tachograph chart shows exactly
when the trip was started; when check
stops were made; the Quration of stops;
loading and unloading time--all with a
continuous running record of miles cov-
ered on each trip. The chart shows the
speed at which the vehicle traveled at
any given time. If a vehicle operator is
accused of speeding or 1nvolved in an
accident, his exact speed can be deter-
mined. The chart is the witness and has
been admitted as evidence in court
cases.

The operation of the
completely automatic.
the instrument panel, replacing the
speedometer, and is connected to the
original speedometer cable.

Inside the Tachograph case is a 36-
hour clock, which can be wound and set
only when the door is unlocked and open.
The chart, which 1s mounted inside the

Tachograph is
It is mounted on

door, revolves with the hands of this
clock. Recording starts when the door
is closed.

The chart is made of red paper, coat-
ed with very white wax, on which the
chart face is printed. Recording on the
chart is done by three needle-like
points (each called a "stylus") which
scratch the wax and leave red 1lines on
the face of the chart.

One of these points moves when the
ignition is turned on, and vibrates to
indicate when the truck is moving over
the road. The other two points are
driven by the speedometer cable. One
records the number of miles traveled,
the other records the speed of the vehi-
cle. As these three points move over
the face of the revolving chart the rec-
ord is made.
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CONN. SAFETY COMMISSION HEAD
RETIRES FROM SERVICE

Executive Director William M. Greene,
Connecticut Safety Commission, announced
recently that he will retire August 31lst
from state employment with a service
credit of 25 years about equally divided
between the Safety Commission and State
Department of Motor Vehicles. Mr. Greene
stated that he planned to enter private
industry upon severing connections with
the state.

Prior to assuming staff directorship
of the Safety Commission in March, 194k,
Mr. Greene served for about 12 years as
Director of Traffic Safety for the De-
partment of Motor Vehicles. He is now
serving his second term on the board of
directors of the National Safety Coun-
cil. He served as president of the Na-
tional Conference of State Safety Coor-
dinators 1954 and 1955, presently being
a mer.ber of the executlive committee. He
is a past general chairman of the Traf-
fic Section, National ©Safety Council,
and has served as chairman or member of
many committees of that organization, as
well as the American Asgociation of Mo-
tor Vehicle Administrators, Eastern Con-
ference of Motor Vehicle Administrators,
the Northeastern Conference on Street
and Highway Safety and other traffic
gafety groups.

In recognition of years of support
for expanding traffic enforcement, Mr.
Greene is an honorary member of the New
England Police Chiefs Association and
Connecticut Chiefs of Police Associa-
tion. Over the years Mr. Greene has
figured prominently in program planning
for many traffic safety events at muni-
cipal, state and national Ilevels, par-
ticipating in all Washington conferences
since 1946, and annual Safety Congresses
of the National Safety Council since

1935.

1956 PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES

Hartford, Aug. 1l--In a facetious
vein the Connecticut Safety Commission
observes that it used to be, "Why does a
chicken cross the street.” Now it's
"H OW? 1

That sums up the 1956 traffic story
with which Connecticut foot traffic ap-
parently has learned to cope. There are
many reasons for fatality-free pedes-
trian movement - crossing at intersec-
tions, obeying traffic signs, signals
and enforcement officers, wearing some-
thing light, preferably white, at night,
looking to right and left and at turning
traffic, walking on left side of road
facing traffic where there are no sgide-
walks, and many others - - all of which
have the same common denominator - ATTI-
TUDE.

"The proper attitude of the man on
foot, when, for example, a driver does
not give him the right of way to: which
he 1s entitled, can save his 1life. In-
sistence on right of way has often re-
sulted in winding up on a hospital bed
instead of arriving at destination,”
gsays the Connecticut Safety Commission.

During the first seven months of 1956
there were 36 pedestrian fatalities.
This is the lowest pedestrian experience
for this period in twenty years, includ-
ing 1954, a T5-case year for pedestrian
phase, lowest in statistical history.
That vyear there were 38 deaths charged
the first seven months. Highest toll
for comparable period was 118 pedestrian
fatalitles charged 1937.

Twenty-six of the 36 cases charged
first seven months of 1950 occurred in
congested area - the 4h largest towns in
the state; three occurred in the next
population group, and seven wvere scat-
tered in 94 out of the 100 towns under
5,000 population. One hundred and forty-
four towns were not charged with a sin-
gle pedestrian death during the period
studied.
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Perhaps the most interesting fact to
be gleaned from statistics cited is that
the 35 cases charged pedestrian phase is
21.4% of toll of 168 traffic fatalities
of all types charged the state as of
Auvgust first. A far cry from 1946, for
example, when the 110 pedestrian fatal-
ities for the vyear represented almost
half - 45% of 24h4 cases of all types.

"Sheer fancy," says the Commission,
"out the thought is a happy one. If the
situation prevailed today - i.e. if all
traffic fatalities were in proportion to
pvedestrian phase, there would have been
80 +traffic deaths for the first seven
months of 1956 instead of 168; a toll of
UG (B I o L YR Y e P g (O

---Connecticut Safety Commission
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TWENTY COMMUNITIES
CITED FOR SAFETY

National Safety Council awards for
achievement in traffic safety were pre-
sented recently to 20 Connecticut com-
munities and to the state itself. The
ceremonies took place in the Hartford
Club.

The state, six times winner of the
grand award din the national ftraffic
safieitv ssconibes by sirecetivie e S ne eIty
cates, one for public safety education,
the other for organization. The grand
award was not presented this year, and
only one state, Minnesota, scored 70 per
cent or better in all safety phases.

Last year, the National Safety Coun-
¢ slsfrceoanivedmthemedaibisibies, Sefigionily
two Connecticut communities. This year
it paid tribute to nine.

Bridgeport was recognized for im-
provement in accident records. Waterbury
was cited for its school traffic educa-
tion program. Danbury, Manchester and
West Hartford were honored for reduction
of accidents. Greenwich, Norwalk and
Norwich were praised for public safety
education, and New London was singled
out for reduction of traffic deaths.

In the field of long-term, nonfatali-
ty records, Derby was cited for six con-
secutive vears without a traffic fatali-
ty; East Haven was recognized for two
straight fatality-free years, and Ver-

non, Watertown and Winsted won honors
for Tgeuined SRrech M@ Straitiitc deaths dn
1955.

Towvns under 10,000 population earning
certificates for fatality-free years
were Bethel, Bloomfield, Cheshire, Glas-
tonbury, New Milford and Plymouth.

On the state level, the Connecticut
Safety Commission, represented by Robert
I. Catlin, chairman, presented the Gov-
ernor's award to Hartford, for having
the best over-all safety program among
cities of 75,000 and over. This award
considers  enforcement, education and
safety engineering. Donald J. Vaughan,
chairman of the Hartford Traffic Safety
Committee, received it.

Norwalk  received the Connecticut
Safety Commission's safety award for
cggres 010,000 to 15,000 for what ihe
commission called "an outstanding, all-
year program.”

On behalf of the Automobile Associa-
tion of America, the Hartford Automobile
Club presented the AAA first-place award
to Connecticut, tied this year with the
state of Washington. Willard J. Drummond
made the award.

All National ©Safety Council awards
vere presented by James K. Williams, New
England field representative of the na-
tional council. ---Hartford Times
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BENNIE*S GONE HERE,
BUT NOT EVERYWHERE

The Food and Drug Administration
has reported that its crackdowm in 11-
legal sales of amphetamine "stay awake"
pills to truck drivers is apparently
meeting with success. Reports by in-
spectors who have attempted to buy the
drugs in the same localities where pros-
ceutionsssvencalstarcedn’ a st vear Wandi=
cate that +the drugs are not readily
available now. Reports from the industry
show that drivers have quit taking the
pills after being warned against the
dangers eof . their .use. These  warnings
have been widely distributed by the ATA
Department of Safety to ATA-affiliated
state trucking associations for handouts
to drivers.

---Motor Transport Assoc. Bulletin
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VIOLENT DEATH RATE 'LOW

At the Thalfway, the 389 violent
deaths charged the state is third lowest
toll in statistical history, comparing
well with 370 cases charged 1949, a year
when all deaths by violent adventure
dipped to an unprecedented low, and ex-
ceeding only by two cases the six-months
toll of 1951, second lowest year on rec-
ord, according to statistics furnished
the Connecticut Safety Commission by the
Bureau of Vital Stetistics, State De-
vartment of Health.

"Statistically this is excellent,”
states the Safety Commission, "and if
the element of Fate is strongly on our
side, Connecticut's 1956 violent death
toll may ve second best to date. "Fate"
encompasses such unforeseen happenings
as hurricanes, floods, tornadoes - cir-
cumstances over which no accident pre-
vention program has any control."

By category, Home phase continues to
show satisfzctory drop over last three
vears. There were 164 deaths due to home
accidents for the first six months of
1956, as compared with 206 last year,
239 in 1954 and 213 in 1953. Whds is
significant and  Thighly encouraging,”
says the Connecticut Safety Commission,
"because almost half of the accidental
deaths charged Connecticut in the past
decade occurred in the home where safe-
ty, which cannot be legislated, is
largely the responsibility of individ-
uals living there."

Motor Vehicle deaths, which include
those occurring on opublic and private
roads, as differentiated from those
caused on publicways and charged Traffic
category, recorded a drop of 13 cases,
at close of six months period, over last
vear. Toll in this category of 143 cases
compares less favorably with 1954 when
124 motor vehicle deaths occurred during
first six months, and is only T-case im-
yrovement over 1953 toll for the same

period.
In Public category there were 58
deaths compared with 82 1last year, =z

marked drop, approximately same experi-
ence as 1954 when there were 57 cases
and a highly satisfactory reduction of
22 cases over 1953 when 80 cases were
charged this category.

There were 8 unclassified cases both
this year and last as compared with 6 in
1954 and 11 in 1953.

W RHe KK

STOP SIGN VIOLATORS BEWARE

Motor Vehicle Commissioner Tynan has

taken a long-needed step that should
help our highway safety program.
Starting in July the Commissioner

announced that five penalty points will
be added to the records of drivers con-
victed of passing stop signs and signal
lights.

Operators who accumulate seven pen-
alty points over a five year period are
called to the Motor Vehicle Department
for a hearing. Licenses are suspended
if the penalty point total reaches ten.

The fact that the Commissioner is
more than doubling the penalty for sign
and light passing clearly indicates how
serious he considers the offense.

What particularly disturbs the Com-
missioner is what he has termed almost
wholesale violations in certain local-
Intaiilelsh) He points out that many lives
are endangered by this practice.

There is absolutely no excuse for
the willful violation of stop signs and
signal lights. The Commissioner is tak-
ing highly commendable action in upping
the penalty for violations.

Far too many operators engege in the
dangerous practice of trying to 'beat
the 1lights." Then there is another
"cheracter" who considers the 'rolling
stop”" or the "almost stop" to be just
as good as obeying the law.

Commissioner Tynan is making a sig-
nificant contribution to the over-all
highway safety drive that will pay
worthwhile dividends.

Under the new plan it shouldn't take
too long to catch up with the habitual
offender and separate him from his oper-
ator's license, ---Hartford Times

HIHHKH

Holding your abilities in high esteem
is all right as long as you rememoer
that not since Adam has there been an
indispensable man.
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CONNECTICUT REQUESTS NEW YORK
TO SUSPEND SPEEDERS' LICENSES

Governor Ribicoff of Connecticut re-
cently sent a letter to Governor Harri-
man of New York urging enactment in the
latter State of legislation that would
provide for automatic suspension in New
York of the licenses of New York drivers
convicted of speeding in Connecticut.

The Connecticut Governor pointed out
that about 40 percent of the drivers ar-
rested for speeding in Conrecticut are
New Yorkers. The Connecticut Motor Vehi-
cles Department, he noted, has been sus-
pending for 30 days the licenses of Con-
necticut drivers found guilty of speed-
ing, with second offenders getting 60-
day suspensions.

Governor Harriman replied he would
give "full consideration" to the request
but that it had come too late for 1956
New York legislative action.

Regarding the proposal for a recipro-
cal agreement to aid in Connecticut's
speed crackdown, Governor Harriman
pointed out that New York law does not
require suspension of a driver's license
for a first speeding offense. '"Obvious-
ly," he continued, "we cannot impose
greater penalties on New York drilvers
for conviction in another State than
would be imposed for conviction of the
same offense in New York."

The gquestion of whether New York's
law should be amended was "a serious
one" that "should be determined only
after careful consiceration and a public
hearing”, Governor Harriman said.

---AAMVA Bulletin

O
Ni-J...MAN DRTIVES 20" YEARS
WITHOUT LICENSE
"No one ever stopped me," said 37-

year-old Bernie Johnson, of Asbury Park,
N. J., explaining how he managed to
drive 20 years without an operator's 1i-
cense,

His dereliction was discovered when
volice stopped him recently for a wrong
HAFAT Y He "Cpaidsd an P30 =finddimtraffieé
court at Elizabeth, N. J.

---AAMVA Bulletin

RIBICOFF HAILS CARTOONS
OF DRIVING LAMPOONER

Governor Ribicoff  recently cited
Gy DheBatche lon,« . chiefi . eddsterial. calbs
toonist of the New York Daily News, for
his work in aiding the cause of good
driving.

Batchelor, a resident of Deep River,
for years had done a weekly cartoon,
"Inviting the Undertaker," calling at-
tention to unsafe driving practices.

Several of his safety cartoons have
appeared 1in Vox-Cop over the years as
well as a cartoon he once drew especial-
ly for a Christmas party for children
given by the personnel of the Westbrook
Barracks when Capt. Carroll E. Shaw was
in command at that area.

In short ceremonies at the Capitol,
George L. Merchant, B. F. Goodrich dis-
trict manager, presented the Governor
with & cherter membership in the Good-
rich Safe Drivers League.

Governor Ribicoff commended the Good-
rich Company for the effort to reduce
the nationwide accident toll and pre-
sented the citation to Mr. Batchelor.

KRKHHe K

‘SIGNALLING

A recent court case in Minnesota has
created a problem in regard to truck
drivers signalling motorists to nass. A
newspapver account states as follows: "A
jury verdict awarding $58,000 to a man

and wife injured in a traffic accident
may set a statewide legal precedent,
District Judge Roe E. Barron stated

here. The sum vwas awarded to Mr. & Mrs.
E. J. Thelen, Staples, Minnesota, who
were injured in July, 1954 near Staples
while passing a truck whose driver had
signalled them to pass. The Thelen car
collided with one coming toward them as
they passed the truck. The truck driver
stated he signalled Thelen to pass be-
cause the on-coming car did not have its
lights on and he did not see it." The
case 1s nov being appealed and if the

lower court is upheld, all states will
look to this case as a precedent. It is
well to reconsider the practice of such

signalling. -~--MTA Bulletin
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SERGEANT BOHMAN WRITES ARTICLE
FOR ASSOCIATION NEWS LETTER

Sgt. Robert Bohman, Stafford Springs
Station, was recently requested by the
President of the Crescent Lake Associ-
Sinlloh. jtobimpitel amshoniinaribiclessior, dns
clusion in the Association's news let-
ter. This is what “Bob" wrote:

"T wish I could convey to you the
sick feeling you get in your stomach
when you arrive at the scene of an ac-
cident to find the broken body of a 12
year elddchislidsesiicnytryrior findyas pullse
SRS ol e Sitaise i, hemepsieyes
tells you already it's no use. Bystand-
erFshsbrmElofiicillls younsShcas! Sikilsfalscvey
because someone saw her flinch a moment
ago--but this little girl feels no pain,
as the doctor who comes up beside you
viersiiaie st

"Yousrhsirnjetheny temaxlittle boyr vwhe
is moaning. He's unconscious, but the
blood from his cuts running into his
mouth and nose produces a weird, gur-
gling sound--one you will hear for many
nights later.

"You get the injured into ambulances
and off to the hospital. Then you hear
the pleas of the driver responsible for
all this--but all you can think of is
the little girl on the way to the funer-
al home, and the parents who have Jjust
arrived and whom you must dJdrive there.
I can't describe their anguish: I'm not
S el e I only know how sore my
throat feels from trying to hold back
my own tears!

"Finally the scene is cleared ang,
riding back to the barracks, you wonder
what this world is all about. i denlis
profess to be religious, but death cer-
tainly brings you closer to God.

"You're pretty mad at the driver who
was responsible, aren't you? But as you
look at yourself, can't you remember
vhen you've done something reckless--on-
1y lucky for you, there wasn't a child

in the road, or another car at the in-
tersection, when you had Jjust one too
many, or Jjust went faster than you
should, or ran through a STOP sign? So,

offer a prayer to God to forgive him...
but as I think of that child's broken
body, i Sonders’ Lt RHems RNl Only,

please--let’s not let it happen here--
ever."
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VISIBILITY

Pet peeves are not usvally aired in
editorial columns of megazines and news-
papers--such things being relegated to
Letters to the Editors but when we see
automobile accidents being caused by
our vet peeve and see distinct possibil-
ity of many more the thought leaves the
realm of pet peeves and becomes an item
of general interest.

A motorist recently backed out of his
driveway onto busy Route 2 in Massachu-
setts...and right into the side of an-
other car stopped at a traffic light.
The conversation that followed (and hot
it was) included "I just didn't see you"
from the culprit. And no wonder!

The rear and side-rear windows of the
car which backed out of the driveway
looked like the walls of a travel agency
office. Yellowstone National Park, Gar-
dern of the Gods, Crater lLake, Salt Lake
City, Grand Canyon, Vancouver, B.C.,
were all there on stickers along with a
few dozen more. IHe surely had done some
travelling~-but who cares? Certainly
the fellow he ran into doesn't.

Americans are great collectors. They
collSlicCitiRSE AN slaciltls asliStARD Shmeldsc amsh
bric-a-brac, furniture...and travel
Sitaicike SR ATy pen |SNas el these witlisinas
makes an interesting hobby and, we'll
admit, the fun in any hobby is in show-
ing what you have to someone else. But
the windows of an automobile make a
mighty dangerous place to show off your
hobby.

Today, more than any other Time,
driving requires not only your own wits
but every other safety advantage you can
obtein as well. And perhaps the most
important of these advantages 1is Tbeing
able to see, not just to the front but
to the back and sides also.

-~-~The Automobilist
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IF AT FIRST YOU DON'T SUCCEED--You're
running about average.
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LET'S ADD THE 4TH E--EXAMPLE

By Norman Damon, Vice President
Automotive Safety Foundation

Over the years, much has been said
and written about the evils of bad driv-
ing--and rightly so. However, not e-
nough emphasis has Dbeen placed on the
positive side--the 1lasting and more
constructive example set by the really
good and safe driver who knows how to
stay out of trouble; who puts his know-
ledge and skill to work for his own
safety and that of others.

Throughout life, much of our learning
stems from the experience of others.
Traffic safety, certainly, is no excep-
tion.

Most of wus are familiar with the
three, universally accepted "E's" of
traffic safety--EDUCATION, ENFORCEMENT

and ENGINEERTNG. I want to propose that
we add a fourth "E" for EXAMPLE--to the
accepted three, so that each of us may
become aware of the need to set an ex-
ample in our own driving and walking.

Among the safety slogaens seen is the
one that asserts, "Courtesy is Conta-
gious." This is true anywhere, but in
traffic, lack of courtesy can have life-
or-death consequences,

Should we fail in an act of common
courtesy, the only hurt may be the ruf-
fled feelings of the one offended. But,
when we're behind +the vheel, 1lack of
courtesy could cause an accident, and
accidents usuelly hurt more than some-
one's feelings.

The "Ladies Home Journal" has a2 slo-
gan, "Never Underestimate the Power of a
Woman." This has been paraphrased a
thousand ways, but in traffic, "Never
Underestimate the Power of Example."

Add the Fourth "E" to safety and we
turn the spotlight on ourselves--and up-
on others who would join us.

It would Dbe z good idea to have one
day set aside as "E" DAY. On that day,
we would lean over backwards to set the
best possivle example in both drivin
and walking. Observance of an "E" Day,
and the publicity it would engender,
certainly would do much to implant the
idea of adding the Fourth "E"--(Example)
in the minds of many peorle.

All of us are pleasantly aware of the
occaslonal driver who yields the right-
of-way and motions you through ahead of
him. His code of the road is courtesy.
You feel warm inside when your paths
cross, and consequently become Jjust a
little more courteous--for a while, at
least--after you meet him.

Pedestrians sometimes change person-
alities behind the wheel of a car. Such
peovle are personality chameleons when
they shift from welking to driving. They
are consistent only in their selfish in-
sistence on what they consider to be
their personal rights. Whether their in-
feriority complex is the result of a
disagreement with the boss, a spat with
the wife, or anger over the discourtesy
of "another, makes 1little difference.
Maybe they were born that way and never

grew up.
How can we add the fourth "E" to our
driving and walking habits? Let's be

vractical about it by looking at some of
the wrong things that happen.
let's take the case of a young man
applying for a taxi overator's license.
Not 1long before, he had been in a fist
fight with another motorist who pulled
avay from a stop sign faster than he.
This was a plain case of bad temper, re-
sulting from the bullheadedness that all
of us feel sometimes but which most of
us control. He didn't get the license.
Another evil is a lack of considera-
tion for the rights--and the needs--of
others. An example of this occurred re-
cently on the Weshington-Baltimore Park-
way, when four different cars ran over
the same prostrate pedestrian. Two of
the drivers failed to stop. The +third
halted but left the scene almost immedi-
ately. Only one of the four tried to
assist the victim.
It is relatively simple to keep your
in its proper position on the road.
are sharing the highway
One of the many things ad-
mired about the professional driver is
that he gives advance warning about his
movements to other motorists--not only
by proper signaling--but also by staying
in or maneuvering to the proper lane--
maintaining correct position in the
traffic stream, and anticipating turns
and other movements far enough ahead for

car
ARerManiel e
with others.
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others to understand his intent.

All of us are potential accident sta-
tistics. Accidents don't happen just to
the other guy. They can happer to us.

A first principle of traffic safety
is to set an example--to drive and walk
as we think others should. This is our
duty as good drivers. We can't in good
conscience, "let George do it."

Leadership in the nation's organized
fight to reduce traffic accidents and
deaths is vrovided by the President's
Committee for Traffic Safety.

Recently a statement issued by the
Business Group of the President's Com-
mittee said:

"Businessmen have a three-fold in-
terest 1in traffic safety--humanitar-
ian, economic and civic leadership.

"The leadership and resources of
businessmen are being applied more
and more to the state and community

traffic problems which add up to the
national problen, This' isl as.tib
should be. It was well expressed in

a business journal:

""No man will ever be classified
as distinguished unless he practices
good citizenship. A man's community
activities demonstrate his cognizance
of his civic responsibilities. These
are the activities that show he has
placed his special skills, the attri-
butes that have brought him business
success, at the service of the broad-
er needs of the nation.'”

Let's accept the challenge of safety
on our streets and highways to strength-
en the kind of citizen understanding and
support for safety that we need in local
communities.

Such work will enrich us--in personal
growth and satisfaction, in individual
accomplishment, in citizenship, and in
the certain knowledge of a positive and
useful contribution to the lives of oth-
ers. ~---Public Safety

K

Most drivers were going too fast for
traffic conditions when they were in-
volved in the 31,280 Connecticut traf-
fic accidents +that killed 320 human
beings and injured 17,913 other men,
women and children during 1955.

‘““THE KID BEHIND THE WHEEL™

How many of you when driving upon the
roads today
Meet the kid behind the wheel,
along your vay?
How many of you have blamed him, for the
reckless way he drives
And say he is responsible,
needless waste of lives?
How many of you have gone so far, as to
curse and with a frown

going

for the

Sayl o fonngall Beiver s ylicense ubhey
should have turned him down?
Well let me tell you something, about

the kid behind the wheel
The habits he now practices, he did
not have to steal
Where did he get the idea,
smart to drive that way?
He probably learned it from his Pop,
who drives the same today
But Pop does not believe this, he
not want to feel
That he's to blame for the actions,
of the kid behind the wheel

that it's

does

Where did he learn to drink and drive?,
perhaps it was from Pop
When on a trip at every Joint, the
"0ld boy" had to stov
To talk a while and get a brew,
drive the road like mad
Passing cars on hills
was this good for the lad?
More and more I think of this,
more it makes me feel
Thet Pop 1s just as dangerous, as the
ikid behind the wheel

then
and curves,

and the

Just when are all the parents, going to
smarten up and see?
Rexl=sthedr wlsids #8ie belisafe sdriyvens),
they themselves must be
Safe and considerate drivers, a good ex-
ample for their son
And never will they De
something he has done
So let us set the right example, they
will live more happily
And have a longer life of fun, ard I
grant you so will we.
Sergeant Earl J. Picard
Louisiana State Police
---Life Saver

sorry, for
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FATAL FALLACIES

Safety was in the news in 1955. But
death and destructior made +the head-
lines. With foresight and ingenuity,
safety was built into our automobiles to
an extent never DbDefore accomplished.
With skill and inventiveness, compelling
slogans of care were broadcast through
every medium of communications. With
indifference and utter unconcern, the
motoring public produced the greatest
number of casualties in highway history.

Because of a slight decrease in
deaths and injuries in 1954, there seem-
ed some cause for optimism. However,
this proved to be another of those fatal
fallacies which characterize the field
of highway safety. For in 1955, we com-
piled the regrettable total of 37,800
deaths, an increase of 63% over 195k,
and 2,158,000 injuries, an increase of
10% over 195%. Thus, the trend has re-
versed itself in what was the most safe-
ty-conscious year in our history.

These blunt and bloody statistics a-
gain substantiate the often repeated
thesis of these Dbooklets. In driving,
there 1s no substitute for self-reli-
ance, Safety belts, special padding,
and other mechanical features all help
but reliance on them is a fatal fallacy.
And by definition, a fatal fgllacy is a
mistaken belief that leads to disaster.

This dis mnot to dismiss all the ad-
vances that have been made in alleviat-
ing the seriousness of accidents. Every
one of these steps is a stride in the
right direction. But it is the driver's
mind harnessed to his reflexes; plus his
body harnessed to his seat, which 1s go-
ing to produce fewer accidents. It is
brainpower not horsepower; the power to
steer and brake; not power steering or
power Draking which is the ultimate so-
lution to the safety problem.

Again in 1955, we saw repeated the
fatal fallacy of safety by decree. While
the President's official S-D Day served
a worthwhile purpose in focusing atten-
tion on our distressing highway habits,
it did not cause the slightest decrease
in the day's casualties. With individu-
als, businesses, and all media of com-
munication emphasizing safety, the na-
tion's motorists and vpedestrians went

about their Dbusiness as usual. And as
in 1954, S-D Day was followed by the
most devastating Christmas weekend in
history.

Toward the end of 1955, a serious at-
tempt was made din some parts of the
country to penalize more drastically
those who deliberately <flout the law.
Stricter enforcement is a welcome trend,
as 1t places serious practical difficul-
ties in the path of the habitually care-
less driver. However, it would be a fa-
tal fallacy to believe that punishment,
any more than reward or appeal to the
higher instincts of individuals is the
sole solution to a mounting accident
TCENHE

Safety is more than a slogan.
an attitude of mind and a way of
And as the road of all virtues is
with temptations, so is the

i i S
life.
strewn
path of

safety. We call them fatal fallacies.
The following are a few of the deadli-
elsit

Pitting speed of reflexes against the
modern automobile's super-horsepowver.

Feeling free to "pour it on" on the
straightaway, no matter how clear the
day, how dry the road, how straight or
wide the highway.

Driving while intoxicated or weary in
the wvain hope that the homing instinct
will assure safe arrival.

Reliance on built-in safety features
to compensate for lack of care.

Believing, with the supreme confi-
dence born of experience, that rules of
the road are meant for beginners.

These are Jjust some of the fatal fal-

lacies which caused grievous death and
injury on the highways of America in
1955. More than 80% of all casualties

occurred in accidents where there was
some driving violation.

This leads to the inescavable conclu-
sion that accidents do not "just hap-
pen.” And to believe that avoidance in
the past means immunity in the future is
the most fatal fallacy of all.

---The Travelers

HHHHHHR

True wisdom is to know what is best
worth knowing, and %o do what is best
wvorth doing. - --Humphrey
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MURDERER’S ROW

Last month headlines appeared in most
of the newspapers throughout the country
about a 25 year old bride killing her
paraplegic husband and three in-lawvs
after a family dispute. According to
the police the killing was -done with a
.22 calibre rifle after an argument a-
bout signing over his $10,000.00 life
insurance policy and the deed of his
house to her.

In reading gruesome stories like this
you often wonder what it is that makes a
person commit murder when they know what
the penalty is and how futile the whole
thing is.

In this particular
made it opossible for
collect the insurance and get the
thalt she apparently wanted.

During the month of April, three a-
dults and three children were killed in
Rhode Island by automobiles. During the
month of May, two adults were killed and
in June there were three more.

A few days ago the following head-
lines appeared in local papers:--SIX
KILIED AS TEEN-AGER 1IN FAST CAR GOES
THROUGH STOP SIGNAL. The story described
the crash of two cars at a highway in-
tersection in Griffin, Georgia. The po-
lice report showed that the driver re-
sponsible for the wholesale slaughter
ran through a stop sign at "a high rate
of speed", hit another car broadside,
killing six and seriously injuring an-
other.

In all these cases there was no pre-
meditation or extenuating circumstan-
ces. NOBODY WANTED THEIR HOUSE OR THEIR
INSURANCE. THERE WASN!T ANY ARGUMENT.

It doesn't make much difference to
thelrersense ketltledamwiie th et st o)

CeisEl el SRe
someone else to
home

fraction of an ounce of lead, or a ton
erMEIE e IS Eeaing Sl ot sl NNlie di Ghiems # T
either case they are Jjust as dead.

In every case the blame rests upon
somebody 's shoulders.

A gun never goes off accidently. Even
if it 1s defective, it can't go off un-

less a human being puts a shell or
tridge in the chamber.

An automobile never
In every motor vehicle
evidence to show that

Gl

killed anybody.
fatality there is
carelessness or

criminal negligence
driver was directly responsible for
so called accident.

Failure +to constantly check the con-
dition of the car you drive or the de-
liberate wviolation of the motor vehicle
laws can easily put you in the criminal
class or make you a customer for the
undertaker.

---R. I. Traffic Safety Reporter

on the part of the
the
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THE GAMBLING HABIT MNUST BE
CURBED IN TRAEEIC

The appalling number of traffic fa-
talities is not so much the result of
careless driving as it 1s the conse-
quence of deeply rooted habits which are
out of place in fast driving. Unless
these habits are changed all of the
writing, preaching, pleading, warning,
and fines will have little effect on the
drivers of cars.

One of these bad habits is gambling.
Most of the business in this country is
based more or less on a gamble. This
spirit of tzking a chance is constantly
driven by pressures of competition
whether it be gambling in stocks, bet-
ting on horses, taking chances on a raf-
fle, and even in politics.

A1l of this appears to be relatively
harmless until it reflects itself in the
menner in which cars are handled on the
highways. The urge to gamble cannot be
suppressed and controlled at a moment‘s
notice when a driver is faced by a sud-
den emergency or when the habit of
taking a chance proves stronger than
reason. ---Chicago Sun Times
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OUR GOOD NEIGHBCRS
Traffic enforcement is striect in EL
Salvador. For instance, it is unlawful
to!l blowslzasshornsinstratfiiics any dpriver
who injures a pedestrian goes to Jail
and remains there until the pedestrian
recovers; before a prospec